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INTRODUCTION. 



That Mr. McKinley expressed to his xc^mily during the 
last suffering days of his life the wish that the work 
which follows should be republished will lend a very 
peculiar sanction and add a great and grave emphasis to 
its utterances for all those in the least acquainted with the 
man or with the circumstances. To that clear intellect and 
noble spirit doubtless there were vouchsafed many hints 
of foresight and of inspiration which a while ago we 
might have secured and saved to our great advantage, but 
now are placed forever out of reach. Here, on the other 
hand, preserved to our palpable senses fortunately, is a 
part of the man ; here is afforded a glimpse into his life 
and soul, and here are we enabled to enjoy the advantage 
of sharing his views and learning his doubts, his fears, 
his hopes. May it prove nowise offensive to that delicate 
sense of modesty which so uniformly adorned his char- 
acter and all his dealings to suggest it as possible that in 
his later hours, despite his life-long consistent self- 
effacement, he felt within him that here was something 
which it was right and desirable that he should utter and 
the world receive. In life he would never have impor- 
tuned the world to listen to any word of his. Near the 
border of that Dark Continent, to use his own poetic 
phrase, which lies so much nearer to our shores than 
Africa, he felt the impulse, pure and all unworldly, to 
make this suggestion and request. 

What high power is it that directs all the best currents 
of Southern intellect towards the foundation problems of 
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political philosophy ? What overruling dispensation, that 
rivets the best of Southern talent to endeavor for the 
public good ? Calhoun conspicuously to the very close of 
his hours remained all absorbed in the welfare of the 
South and the safety of the Union, and the ripest wisdom 
of his latest days was compressed and preserved to pos- 
terity in a priceless legacy. Carlyle McKinley, also, now 
rests from his labors. His kijidly heart likewise yearned 
over his people and the Union, and his latest hours were 
full of concern for the future, as shown in this effort to 
discharge his full share of earthly duty. 

Mr. McKinley once told me that the main purpose and 
point of the "Appeal to Pharaoh" was to establish prac- 
ticability of deportation (I speak from memory). Thus 
he spoke of the work. It seems to me, however, that it is 
very much more. It seems to me that it is his individual 
answer to the great American problem which is pressed 
upon the attention of every citizen of the Republic. Our 
environment, it seems, from birth to death, crowds us 
close with many questions of the utmost moment. It is 
the method of Nature, the great cotmselor and cross- 
questioner in the court of Time. Whence camest thou, 
and whither goest, and what is life and what is death, 
such is the question which throughout all realms and 
ages is propounded ever afresh, always in process of dis- 
covery, yet ever remaining unanswered. Such is the 
greatest of questions, and we name our eflForts to find the 
true answer religion. Scxnewhat similar is patriotism. 
What is the highest welfare of our country? To whom 
are loyalty and allegiance and obedience due? Who are 
our friends and allies, to be supported to the death ; who 
our enemies to be fought and overcome? In proportion 
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to our efforts to find the answer to these questions and to 
act them out is the measure of our patriotism. 

The ultimate question of American patriotism presents 
itself in varying forms. As for the Negro, what shall we 
do with him? Such is the form in which Mr. McKinley 
was inclined to propound the great question. iTiere are a 
hundred other forms in which the question might be 
propounded. What is between the North and the South? 
What is their cause of quarrel? About what did they 
fight the great war? How can the Union be restored? 
What is the ultimate nature of government? Is govern- 
ment to rest upon consent, or is it necessarily the creature 
of force? Is government in the nature of an agreement 
between opposing interests? Who are the rightful parties 
to such agreentent? Who are to have the right of con- 
struing the terms of an agreement ? Is the same consent 
necessary to construe as was necessary in the first instance 
to create? Is constitutional equilibrium, like the scales 
of justice, necessarily two-sided? Must there be an equal 
division of political power between the high contracting 
parties whose compact is the fundamental law of the 
land? Does equality of political power imply that each 
party should have the concurrent right of judging as well 
of infractions as of the mode and measure of redress? 
Is physical force the only possible final arbiter of con- 
troversy, or is moral force the true and only arbiter 
competent to reduce to law and harmony and order and 
equilibrium all elements and interests and forces what- 
soever? Such are smne of the forms in which the great 
cross-questioner has taxed home to the conscience of 
American citizens the mighty riddle of patriotism. Our 
destinies hang upon the answers given to these questions 
and the resulting action. 
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Here in this "Appeal to Pharaoh" is the answer of 
Carlyle McKinley to the great question. His earnest, 
worthy, candid nature had struggled long and hard, in 
suffering and vexation and bitterness often, no doubt, of 
spirit ; slowly the answer had emerged before his vision, 
which alone to him seemed to give the adequate solution. 
At an early page in the work he says: "We shall but 
multiply our difficulties and our differences, we may be 
assured, and shall remain apart, while professing to stand 
together, so long as we refuse to see what is between us ; 
to declare what we see and know ; and to undertake the 
work that knowledge and experience teach us must be 
undertaken, if we are ever to make the Union a union in 
more than name." 

The key-note thus sounded at the outset runs dominant 
and finds frequent expression throughout the body of the 
work, and towards the end is echoed in these inspired 
words : "We have sinned against him [the Negro] , and 
against ourselves, and against God. We may measure 
our offense by its punishment, and its punishment has 
been great and grievous. 

"We cannot certainly declare God's judgments, it is 
true, and need not insist that the great war was His 
judgment upon us. It is enough that we erred. North and 
South, in our dealings with a most innocent, helpless, 
unoffending and patient people; that, somehow, our 
national sin, or error, found us out." 

Again, in the same passage, he says : " . . .if slavery 
was wrong in itself, then were we doubly guilty of offense. 
For we have got rid of slavery, yet our punishment is a 
continuing one. It seems that the conclusion cannot be 
avoided. If slavery was a large part of our offending, it 
was only a part. We have not yet made full atonement 
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for our error, to call it no worse. If we are wise, we will 
not rest until we undo our wrong-doing wholly, from the 
beginning." 

In the closing lines of the work he makes this eloquent 
appeal: "In the name of our common country and of 
humanity itself, for the sake of the generations to come, 
whom we would have forget our follies and our hatreds, 
and whom we can spare, if we are wise, the conflicts 
which have marked our times and the times of our fathers, 
let us put the one and only barrier to a 'more perfect 
union' — ^a perfect Union, indeed — out of their way, 
remembering how much cause we have to regret that our 
fathers did not remove it from our way." 

How can we expiate our sin; how can we find and 
remove the barrier between us; how can we establish a 
Union more perfect in reality rather than in name only? 
Such are the questions to provide against which the 
strands of this fine fabric were knit together. 

Far more important, it seems to me, than the actual 
answer which any single individual may give to the great 
question, is the spirit exhibited in endeavoring to derive 
the answer and the method advocated and adopted. In 
reading over the unpublished portions of the manuscript 
I was delighted, startled almost, by the insight thus 
afforded into the method advocated and adopted by Mr. 
McKinley. I was delighted because the method seemed 
to conform to what I had previously elaborated somewhat 
in my own reflections independently, and thus strong 
presumption seemed to arise that the method must be 
well conceived, must, in fact, spring from the nature and 
necessity of the case, and be suited, therefore, to discharge 
its appropriate function. The method referred to consists 
mainly in insistence upon the search for agreement by 
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those engaged in controversy, at the beginning and at 
every subsequent stage. Those between whom some mat- 
ter is in issue, can only progress towards understanding 
and mutual accommodation by retracing their steps up the 
stream of controversy until they come to some common 
ground on which both can stand. Having done so much, 
the right starting point has been found. All opinion is 
a series of logically connected single links, or steps. 
Therefore, if from tliis common starting ground, the 
parties to the controversy will seek agreement as to each 
step, in turn, realizing that until such agreement has been 
found, safe advance is impossible, the controversy will be 
restrained within rational bounds, and thus will the only 
possible method of right solution be observed. The 
method demands that parties to controversy must, first, 
find the common ground from which the start is to be 
made, and then search for agreement as to each of the 
steps that lead from that starting ground down the path 
of rational progression, recognizing that safe advance 
remains impossible until agreement has been hit upon. 

Such, in brief, is the method which I had devised in 
my own thought. To find, unexpectedly, that Mr. McKin- 
ley's reflection, surrounded by the same conditions, 
confronted by the same problems, animated by similar 
hopes and fears, had been turned into much the same 
channels and cast in a very similar mould, was a discovery 
pregnant with suggestion, with inspiration even. That 
two minds independently should hit upon the same method 
as best adapted to solution of a problem is certainly a 
strong presumption as to the merit of the method. I was 
delighted, because it seemed a circumstance forecasting 
so much possible benefit. I was startled, because it seemed 
to make plain for a moment — as uncertain strains, wafted 
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to us, wax suddenly distinct, clear-cut and vivid, upon 
some fitful breeze — ^that 



There's a Divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough hew them how we will." 



It occurred to me that possibly hence might flow some 
portion of influence calculated to forward the solution of 
America's great problem. Though this were the flightiest 
dream of an excited and volatile imagination, its subject 
matter would entitle it to some place upon the record and 
relieve it, I trust, of offence. 

Having said thus much, I feel the freer .to say that I 
do not believe that the solution offered by Mr. McKinley 
is the right solution. In conversation with him some time 
before his death, I mentioned this to Mr. McKinley, and 
as it was after this time that he expressed the wish that I 
should arrange the manuscript for republication, I feel 
no hesitancy in voicing freely the difference of opinion. 
As well as I recollect, I expressed the view that by adop- 
tion of some positive, masterful, aggressive, policy we 
could satisfactorily solve the problem. The impression 
remains upon my mind that he was amused almost by this 
shade of opinion, and that possibly it passed in his mind 
in reply that it was remarkable to find any one so hopeful 
in so perfectly hopeless a cause. 

Having been charged by Mr. McKinley with the com- 
mission of preparing this edition of this work for republi- 
cation, a word now seems in order on that score. He said : 
"I would like the 'Appeal' to be republished. It is now 
somewhat out of date and will have to be revised and 
brought up to date. I have left out some that might be 
put in." Such were his words, or the substance of them. 
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In the papers, besides the manuscripts, I find fragments 
of a preliminary sketch, or what was apparently designed 
to be a "paper" on the subject, out of which, doubtless, 
the work subsequently grew. Further, there are portions 
of what seemed to be a very considerable first manuscript, 
and this evidently must contain the portions to which Mr. 
McKinley referred when he said he "had left out some 
that might be put in." Of these portions I have selected 
such as, according to my judgment, seemed most suitable 
for insertion. It is a somewhat delicate matter ; a case in 
which it is almost impossible to feel any great degree of 
assurance that the work has been satisfactorily done. I 
have taken a large measure of liberty in preparing these 
portions, selecting, suiq)ressing, arranging, with quite a 
free hand. 

To some observers it might seem that one feature of the 
great American problem has been very thoroughly treated, 
so as to remain no longer a fit subject of controversy. 
The evidence which has now accumulated in this connec- 
tion is so abundant, so respectable, so weighty, that it is 
impossible to doubt or question its validity. It is interest- 
ing to note at this point a sentiment embodied casually in a 
foot-note a long time ago by the gjeat English essayist 
and historian, the gracious, wise and witty David Hume. 
"I am apt to suspect," he says, "the Negroes to be 
naturally inferior to the Whites. There scarcely ever was 
a civilized nation of that complexion, nor even any indi- 
vidual, eminent either in action or speculation. No 
ingenious manufacturers amongst them, no arts, no 
sciences. On the other hand, the most rude and barbarous 
of the Whites, such as the ancient Germans, the present 
Tartars, have still something eminent about them, in their 
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valor, fcMTii of government, or some other particular. 
Such a uniform and constant difference could not happen, 
in so many countries and ages, if nature had not made an 
original distinction between these breeds of men. Not to 
mention our colonies, there are Negro slaves dispersed all 
over Europe, of whom none ever discovered any symptoms 
of ingenuity, though low people, without education, will 
start up amongst us, and distinguish themselves in every 
profession. In Jamaica, indeed, they talk of one Negro 
as a man of parts and learning; but it is likely he is 
admired for slender accomplishments, like a parrot who 
speaks a few words plainly." Hume's Essays, p. 123, 
Essay XX. 

So much has recently been added to confirm, from every 
side, the substantial accuracy of such a view, that the 
right path, it would seem, must now be hard indeed to 
miss. Many fallacies hitherto so widely prevalent must 
surely crumble under the sledge-hammer blows lately 
administered. One of the most crushing of these blows has 
been delivered by Mr. Frederick L. Hoffman, a German 
by birth, a statistician by profession. His work entitled, 
"Race Traits and Tendencies of the American Negro," is 
one of the most valuable compilations in reference to the 
subject yet offered to the public. Towards the close of the 
work he thus formulates his conclusions: "Nothing is 
more clearly shown from this investigation than that the 
Southern black man at the time of emancipation was 
healthy in body and cheerful in mind. He neither suffered 
inordinately from disease nor from impaired bodily vigor. 
His industrial capacities as a laborer were not of a lOw 
order, nor was the condition of servitude such as to pro- 
duce in him morbid conditions favorable to mental disease, 
suicide, or intemperance. What are the conditions thirty 
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years after ? The pages of this work give but one answer, 
an answer which is a most severe condemnation of modern 
attempts of superior races to lift inferior races to their 
own elevated position, an answer so full of meaning that 
it would seem criminal indifference on the part of a civil- 
ized people to ignore it/' (cf. Froude's phrase in this con- 
nection, "sinning against light," quoted at page 198 of 
the "Appeal.") "In the plain language of the facts 
brought together the colored race is shown to be on the 
downward grade, tending toward a condition in which 
matters will be worse than they are now, when diseases 
will be more destructive, vital resistance still lower, when 
the number of births will fall below the deaths, and 
gradual extinction of the race take place. Neither religion 
nor education nor a higher degree of economic well-being 
have been able to raise the race from a low and anti- 
social condition, a condition really fostered by the very 
influences which it was asserted would soon raise the race 
to a place even more elevated than that of the whites." 
"Race Traits and Tendencies of the American Negro," 
page 311. 

There is more than the parallelism in phraseology which 
may be noted by comparison of the above with the follow- 
ing passage from Mr. Calhoun's "Disquisition on Gov- 
ernment": "Neither religion nor education," he writes 
at page 51 of that work, "can counteract the strong ten- 
dency of the numerical majority to corrupt and debase 
the people." 

Finally, a word may be added in this connection from 
the remarkable work recently published by Professor 
Smith, of Tulane University, which really should be con- 
sidered as closing one phase at least of the great con- 
troversy. Professor Smith writes, at page 248 of "The 
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Color Line" ; "Thus it appears certain that the birth and 
death rates of the Negro cannot continue very far apart, 
that they are steadily approaching, and that without some 
strange reversal of present tendencies, the birth rate must 
ere long fall below the death rate in all but a very few 
districts, and at no distant period even in them. In all 
likelihood these tendencies will be rather strengthened 
than weakened with advancing years, and there are those 
now living who will actually see the Afro-American 
moving rapidly towards extinction." 

Again he writes (p. no) : "Now, if nature and the 
tide of time have spent such centuries of centuries in 
chiseling out this chasm, how infinitely preposterous to 
suppose that man can close it up in a generation with the 
filmy webs of common culture and social equality and 
civil rights and partisan legislation and caricatured 
religion and the political spoils of the country postoffice !" 

Such are a few fragments of the evidence which has 
now been gathered until it fills whole tomes and libraries, 
available to all those who are disposed to argue still this 
phase of the controversy. For my part I believe that in 
large measure we waste our labor to argue so. The 
cause will be little advanced, no matter how finally and 
unanswerably poor Cuffy's peculiarities are demonstrated. 
We fancy, mistakenly, that this is the issue between us. 
North and South. But presently this issue will be com- 
pletely closed and we shall remain sections and divided 
still. Not poor Cuffy, it seems to me, is the final issue 
between us, but the construction of the Constitution. We 
must learn how to construe a contract and apply its pro- 
visions in practice. 

But whatever the true problem before us, whatever its 
ultimate form, it is very certain that there is a problem. 
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There is something, s(xne devil, which vexes still and has 
ever vexed the spirit of the American people since the 
great Washington and his associates, our fathers, were 
laid to rest. 

To lay hands upon this evil spirit and force it to come 
out, this "Appeal to Pharaoh" is one of the worthiest 
attempts yet made. Whether the solution here suggested 
is sound throughout is comparatively unimportant, for 
that is a question of one man taking the right path. But 
that an example is here furnished, which, if heeded, must 
surely force all together towards the soimd solution is 
supremely important, for that is a question of all men 
taking the right path. In time the effects of this effort 
will doubtless prove exactly in proportion to its merits. 

GUSTAVUS M. PiNCKNEY. 

Charleston, S. C, March 30, 1907. 



Portion of Mr. McKinley's manuscript illustrating the 
Method, referred to in the introduction ; adopted by him 
as appropriate in dealing with the g^eat controversy : 

It is very desirable, therefore, for every reason, that we shall 
be able to find some common ground, somewhere, on which all 
American citizens can stand together, from which to view this 
whole troublous Negro question. Our quarrels and conflicts here- 
tofore have arisen largely out of the circumstance that we have 
looked at it from widely different standpoints, determined by the 
accidents of birth, residence, education, interest, political affilia- 
tion, etc. It is particularly difficult, of course, for any one man 
to find such common ground though he search for it never so dili- 
gently and dispassionately, because we are all subject to bias, and 
his personal bias is likely to influence his selection, even if uncon- 
sciously, to himself. And even if he find such ground, his state- 
ment of it, however fairly and truthfully presented, is likely to 
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take the hue of his associations, and to provoke the very jeal- 
ousies and antagonisms and differences which he would remove 
or pave the way to remove — as they have been provoked by these 
pages doubtless, however unintentionally. It is equally difficult 
for one man to state both sides of the great questions at issue, 
and the facts that led up to such questions, without giving offence, 
as every thinking man in the United States has taken sides, and 
can see only one side clearly or present it accurately and justly. 

But, for those very reasons, and because of these very difficul- 
ties, it is obvious that there is the more need for some lover of 
his country and of humanity to essay the task; to try to find a 
common ground, somewhere, on which we can all stand without 
quarreling again ; — some point or points of agreement from which 
we can start, at least, in the search for the solution of the problem 
which is of so much interest to us all, and upon the proper solu- 
tion of which the future happiness of so many millions of people 
depends so nearly. Let us be honest with ourselves and patient 
with each other, and seek together for such a basis, such a start- 
ing point. 

The writer has no object in view but the good of this whole 
people. North and South, white and black, and every word that 
he writes is intended solely to help accomplish that end. Wherein 
he is wrong is of small consequence, if only he sees the body of 
the truth clearly, and makes it plain so far as he sees it Correct 
or cancel every statement that is certainly erroneous, and if any 
small part of the rest is true, and is generally accepted as true, 
a vast deal will have been gained, even then, since most of our 
conflicts have been caused by differences in regard to facts. Let 
us agree on some one preposition, or principle, and we can cling 
to that, and haply it may lead us to broader and safer ground 
than we have ever yet occupied together on the questions now 
under discussion; and it may be even to the ground we have 
sought so long in vain — the ground on which the people of both 
sections, of all parties, of all the Union, can stand together and 
work together for the common welfare. 

Do we not all agree, in effect, that it is a matter for regret 
only that the Negro was ever brought to these shores? * * * 
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Surely, we can agree on this one fundamental proposition. If 
not, it would seem that our differences are wide indeed; that we 
can agree on nothing ; and that all hope of reaching a satisfactory 
and harmonious and useful understanding is vain. If we do 
agree, however, my reader — for this is a personal matter between 
us, as American citizens, and one in which you and I may well 
represent all others of our countrsrmen — ^a very long and safe step 
has been taken towards reaching that common understanding 
without which discussion were useless, and towards reaching, let 
us hope, the solution of the great problem before us, in which 
we and our children to the remotest generation, and the Negro 
and his children as well, have so profound an interest. * * * 

Can we not all agree that, after the negro was brought here, 
we made a great mistake in keeping him with us so long; — ^that 
it would have been wisdom to send him away; back to his own 
country, or anywhere, before the numbers of his race became so 
great as to be practically unmanageable? * * * 

And again. Can we not agree that it would be wise and well 
to send every Negro in this country back to Africa, even now, if 
it were practicable? I think we may add this also to the number 
of propositions which will provoke no dispute. 

And yet again. Are we not all agreed that, after he was 
brought here, and established here, it was a serious mistake to 
keep the Negro in slavery so long — ^a mistake for the South, for 
the Negro, and for the whole country? * * * 

I think I can speak for every intelligent and humane and God- 
fearing man and woman in the South when I say that the South- 
ern people rejoice that the Negro is free, and are satisfied that it 
was an error, and a wrong, to keep him in bondage so long. I 
have never heard these sentiments called in question since the 
war by any man or woman in the South whose views were worth 
the hearing, or indeed by half a dozen persons of any class. * * * 

But we need not stop here. Still another point of agreement 
can be occupied and is being occupied in fact. This large con- 
cession on the part of the South — ^the first important voluntary 
concession ever made by either party to the great issue which has 
so long distracted and divided the people of America — would 
have been made in vain if it had won no response from the 
Northern side. That it has won an equally important and prom- 
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ising concession scarcely requires to be said. The North made 
its mistake, too, and has confessed it in practice at least. It was 
a great and a grave mistake to make the Negro a voter, at the 
time and in the way that this was accomplished. 

We may venture one step farther and nearer to each other. 
This, too, can be said: That, if even a majority of the people of 
the North shall be found hereafter to be willing to acknowl- 
edge their error in the particular of conferring suffrage upon the 
Negro, as frankly as the great body, if not the whole, of the people 
of the South are to acknowledge their error in regard to Negro 
slavery, then will we have found several and important points of 
agreement to start from, in the most promising spirit; and we 
can quickly and easily move forward on rapidly converging lines 
to the common and broad ground which we are in quest of — 
where the whole people of the Union, in effect, can stand together 
and take counsel together, in peace and harmony as to their 
future and united course. 

For if we are agreed, or can agree, upon these four main propo- 
sitiotls : That it was a mistake to bring the negro to these shores ; 
that it was a mistake to keep him here after he came ; that it was 
a mistake to make him a slave and keep him a slave so long; 
and that it was a mistake to confer the right of suffrage on him 
when he was finally emancipated — ^then have we arrived indeed 
very nearly at a position of mutual understanding and agreement 
where we can confront the Negro problem in its present form, its 
ultimate form, and strive together and amicably hereafter to solve 
it. Only another mistake, on one side or the other, or on both, 
can postpone the concord of opinion and action which is so much 
to be desired; without which we can never do aught but embar- 
rass and thwart each other ; and which is really nearer to us now 
than it has ever been before. 



LETTER FROM HENRY M. STANLEY 



Villa Victoria — Cairo, Egypt, 

March 29th, 1890. 
Messrs, Fords, Howard & Hulbert, Publishers, 

Sirs: I have to acknowledge with many thanks the 
receipt of a most interesting book called "An Appeal to 
Pharaoh." The question debated in its pages by the un- 
known author in a most incisive and convincing manner 
might easily develop into one of immense magnitude, 
though I see no immediate likelihood of its absorbing the 
attention of the nation. If three million copies of the 
book were distributed over the United States systematic- 
ally and a month later speakers in all the large cities com- 
menced to plead with the masses to take the subject to 
heart and rich men subscribed a few millions to start the 
movement on safe and well-considered lines, we should 
be sure to see revived by 1895, one of those wonderful 
migrations of humanity which peopled all Asia, Europe, 
Africa and America. 

There is space enough in one section of the upper 
Congo basin to locate double the number of the Negroes 
of the United States without disturbing a single tribe of 
the aborigines now inhabiting it. I refer to the immense 
upper Congo forest country 350,000 square miles in ex- 
tent — which is three times larger than the Argentine Re- 
public, and ij/^ times larger than the entire German 
Empire — embracing 224,000,000 acres of umbrageous 
forest land — wherein every unit of the 7,000,000 Negroes 
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might become the owner of nearly a quarter square mile 
of land. Five acres of this planted with bananas and 
plantains would furnish every soul with sufficient subsis> 
tence — food and wine — the remaining 27 acres of his 
estate would furnish him with timber, rubber, gums, dye 
stuffs for sale. There are 150 days of rain throughout 
the year, there is a clear stream every few hundred yards. 
In a day's journey we have crossed as many as 32 streams. 
The climate is healthy and equable, owing to the imper- 
vious forest which protects the land from chilly winds and 
draughts. All my white officers passed through the wide 
areas safely. Eight navigable rivers course through it. 
Hills and ridges diversify the scenery and give magnifi- 
cent prospects. To those Negroes in the South accus- 
tomed to Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana it would 
be a reminder of their own plantations without the 
swamps, and the depressing influence of cypress forests. 
Anything and everything might be grown in it from the 
oranges, guavas, sugar cane and cotton of sub-tropical 
lands to the wheat of California and n^e of Carolina. 
If the emigration was prudently conceived, and carried 
out, the glowing accounts sent home by the first settlers 
would soon dissipate all fear, and reluctance on the part 
of the others. 

But it is all a dream. The American capitalists — ^like 
other leaders of men — are more engaged in decorating 
their wives with diamonds than in busying themselves 
with national questions of such import as removing the 
barrier between the North and the South. The "open 
sore" of America — ^the race question — will ever remain an 
incurable fester. While we are all convinced that the 
Nessus shirt which clings to the Republic has maddened 
her, and may madden her again, it is quite certain that 
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the effort needed to free themselves forever from it will 
never be made. Meantime the railway towards the fa- 
vored land will be constructed, steamers will be floated 
on the waters of the Congo, and the forest land will be 
closed to such emigration by the rule "first come, first 
served." 

However, I thank you for the little book, which has 
interested me greatly. The author is clearly a seer of a 
type rare nowadays, and he handles his subject wisely. 

I am 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Henry M. Stanley. 
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NOTE. 



It should be said, perhaps, that this book was written 
in the winter of 1887-88, with a view to its publication in 
the summer of 1888. Circumstances having delayed 
its appearance, however, a few minor changes and addi- 
tions have been rendered possible, mainly in the character 
and recent dates of the notes of reference, showing how 
continuous and active are the conditions that gave rise to 
the book. 

This explanation, it is hoped, will commend the work 
to the thoughtful reader, and relieve it of any idea of 
having been inspired by recent political events. The 
argument has lost nothing of its pertinence, at least, by 
reason of the delay which has been noted, and is wholly 
independent of party policies and ends. It is an appeal 
to the whole People, on a matter of vital interest to the 
whole Country. The Author. 

September i, 1889. 



AN APPEAL TO PHARAOH. 

THE NEGRO PROBLEM AND ITS RADICAL 

SOLUTION. 



I. 
A Sectional Union. 

When the war between the States ended in 1865, 
Negro Slavery disappeared from the North American 
Continent. The victors and the vanquished in the strug- 
gle alike congratulated themselves that their long standing 
cause of quarrel had disappeared with it ; that the coming 
years contained no prospect of a renewal of the old con- 
troversies ; and that their children would grow up together 
the joint heirs of a Union more peaceful, more powerful, 
and "more perfect" than themselves or their fathers had 
ever known. 

Certainly most of us cherished the hope, the belief, 
when the first flush of triumph, or the first keen pang of 
defeat, had given place to sober reflection concerning the 
future of our common country, that the only obstacle to 
the cordial union of the peoples of the long divided and 
lately warring "sections" had been removed at last, and 
that they would go forward thenceforth united and unim- 
peded in the fulfilment of their happy and high destiny 
among the nations. 

We have been disappointed. 

True, there have been great and radical changes, social, 
political, industrial, and otherwise, in the conditions of the 
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country — in the conditions of the Southern States particu- 
larly; but these changes have not brought us nearer 
together. On every hand, and at all times, is heard a 
chorus of voices proclaiming that the Union is restored, 
and has become again "the Union of our fathers/' Alas, 
it is nothing more ! 

The old questions disturb us in new shapes; our dis- 
trusts and differences are none the less real and deep and 
wide for being denied or thinly covered over. Athwart 
the map of the Republic runs, as plainly and sharply 
defined as ever, the line across which we fought to the 
death a few years ago. The two sections are sections still. 
The two peoples are two peoples still, differing in char- 
acter, and interests, and aims ; having not much in com- 
mon, indeed, save a common government, reestablished 
by force. 

The participation of the true "representatives" of the 
one section in the administration of that government is 
still regarded with unconcealed jealousy and distrust by 
the great majority of the people of the other section ; the 
election and appointment of these representatives to office 
provoke renewed and widespread irritation and complaint 
as often as they occur ; the sentiments of sectional dislike 
and antagonism find constant and bitter expression even 
in the National councils ; the first and second places in the 
government are perfectly well understood, on both sides, 
to be beyond the aspiration of any citizen of the restored 
Union who is identified with the losing side in the war 
which ended nearly twenty-five years ago. 

There should be no exaggeration of the facts here 
stated. There is nothing to be gained by ignoring them, 
or pretending to ignore them. They cannot be brushed 
aside or explained away. The writer has no desire or 
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motive to make our case appear worse than it is. It is 
bad enough at the best. The substance of what is asserted 
is that the familiar and fateful terms "the South" and 
"the North" still mean, practically, what they have always 
meant in our history — ^no more, no less — ^and the intelli- 
gent and honest reader requires surely but to study and 
interpret the events and the signs and the sayings of the 
times to make the statement clear to his own mind, with- 
out the risk of misconception, and to convince himself 
of its truth. 

It is not practicable or necessary to present the evidences 
here. It is not practicable because they would fill many 
volumes. It is not necessary because they are every- 
where; are not hidden; and cannot be missed. The 
literature of the Reconstruction Era is crowded with 
them ; and contains little else. And whether we consider 
that that Era closed in 1876, or in 1884, the volume of 
evidence is still open and growing. The recent files of 
the Congressional Record and of every newspaper and 
magazine in the land, from the greatest to the least, afford 
a mass of proof to which a new chapter is added daily. 
A striking but most dispassionate statement of our dual 
condition as a nation, so late as in 1884, was made by an 
able, well-informed, and thoroughly patriotic writer. 
Judge Albion W. Tourgee, in his book, ''An Appeal to 
CcBsar/' which was published in that year. Since then we 
have had the deliberate testimony of a distinguished 
Senator from Ohio, one of the most eminent statesmen of 
our time, and recently a conspicuous candidate for Presi- 
dential honors, which was delivered, from a carefully 
written speech, at Springfield, Ohio, two years ago. 
Besides this may be cited particularly the declarations of 
other high authorities, made in connection with the propo- 
sition to return the captured Confederate flags to their 
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former guardians ; with the consideration in the last Con- 
gress of the various general pension bills; with the 
appointment and confirmation of Minister Lawton and 
Justice Lamar; with the discussion of the character and 
conduct of eminent Northern statesmen and generals; 
with the debates on the civil service and tariff reform 
questions ; and, finally, general reference may be made to 
the numerous formal deliverances of divers political, 
religious, and other public bodies which have directly or 
indirectly passed upon questions relating to recent or 
remote sectional issues, or growing out of them. 

We need not attach too much importance to the utter- 
ances of any or all of these weighty and widely scattered 
authorities. We should not attach too little. It is the 
highest order of human testimony ; and is all to the same 
effect. When both its quantity and quality are considered, 
together with its entire agreement throughout, it is con- 
clusive of the subject to which it is directed. There is 
indeed as plain, as positive, and as much testimony to the 
continued and profound estrangement of the people of the 
two sections as could reasonably be expected to be given 
under the circumstances of their peculiar relations as 
victors and vanquished in a recent great and bloody war ; 
and when these circumstances are taken fully into account, 
the evidences that are presented must be regarded as not 
less significant of the existence of an underlying fact in 
our national condition than were the unreserved and open 
declarations of the public men and the public press — on 
both sides of the sectional line — as to the existence of the 
same fact prior to 1861. 

Most, if not all, of the testimony that has been referred 
to has been given by Northern men, who spoke in sorrow 
or in anger, according to the circumstances under which 
they testified. Both these emotions, however, prompt the 
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utterance of truth, or what is believed to be the truth. 
What was said was sincere at least, and is entitled there- 
fore to be received with more respect than the expressions 
of more politic men, which have been shaped by their 
patriotic wishes rather than their secret convictions. The 
people of. the North do not wish to believe that the people 
of the South are estranged from them, in any sense, or 
to any degree. The people of the South, to render them 
bare justice, do not wish to remain estranged, or to be 
regarded as separate and apart from the rest of the nation, 
on any grounds. The result of the war demonstrated 
their relative weakness as a distinct community, and they 
are becoming relatively weaker every year, as they know 
well. The symbol and the substance of their former 
power have departed from them forever; and this they 
know. They can expect to derive no advantage or benefit 
from maintaining a sectional organization, now or here- 
after. Their first desire is to regain a footing of perfect 
confidence and equality, marked by no line of division, 
among the rest of the people of the Union. Principle and 
policy ; regard for the lessons of the past and their hopes 
for the future; every consideration that appeals to their 
selfish interests, their sense of duty, their love for their 
children and for the land of their birth, impel them to 
seek earnestly to undo the fatal error which they com- 
mitted when they left the house of their fathers. No 
Southern man has been heard to utter one sentiment to 
encoifrage the idea of the maintenance of even the shadow 
of a Southern Confederacy, since the Union was restored. 
The madness, the folly, of such an organization, on what- 
ever basis, within whatever lines, is recognized, and has 
been recognized since the civil war ended, alike by the 
most obstinate disciple of the dogma of State Sovereignty 
and the most ignorant of his followers. The whole ho^e 
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of the SoaA dqKnds upon its recovering its f CMrmer place 
in the Union. Its unqualified desire and aim is to recover 
this as perfectly and as speedily as possible. There has 
been, therefore, little or no assertion by Southern men of 
the existence of conditions or sentiments of continued 
estrangement in the South ; and there will be none. The 
evidence need not be looked for in this form or from this 
quarter. Nevertheless, it can readily be found ; it cannot 
be overlorfced. 

The Solid South speaks for the Silent South, and the 
one unquestionable fact of its solidity — however justified 
— is the sufficient and unimpeachable witness to the main- 
tenance of fixed sectional limits, and unreconciled sectional 
antagonisms, of some kind. 

Let us avoid all danger of misapprehensicm on this 
difficult and grave subject. No sane man — certainly no 
man who knows the real sentiment of the Southern people 
towards the Union as it was and is — ^believes for an instant 
that the people of any Southern State would secede 
tomorrow, if they could go unchallenged. Secession — 
separation by any means — is forever out of question, and 
out of mind. The overthrow of the principle is not so 
much as regretted. This, at least, has been gained by war, 
and it is a great deal to have gained, in any event. Per- 
haps it is worth all that it cost. On both sides there is 
now the sincere and earnest desire for "a more perfect 
union," that was confined to one side before the attempt 
at division was made. This, too, has been gained, and it 
is the greatest result attained by the war, since it places 
the Union on a firmer foundation than ever before. The 
most serious error that the people of the North have com- 
mitted since the war has been in not recognizing and 
acting on this natural and assured change in the senti- 
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ment of Southern men, of all classes, but mainly of the 
most intelligent class. There has been enough of troubles 
in the South in its new condition, but none of them has 
been due to lack of loyalty to the restored Union itself. 
There is undoubtedly, in short, as sincere and ardent a 
desire for a cordial and complete reconciliation and 
reunion on thcf part of the people of the South, as there is 
on the part of the people of the North. Whatever degree 
of estrangement exists is due, not to the choice of either 
side, but to circumstances which neither side is wholly 
responsible for, and which is now beyond the control of 
either side alone. The hope of the future of this country 
rests on the common regard of both sides for the Union, 
on their common desire for reconciliation, and on their 
joint action for the common good which this common 
regard and desire shall inspire them to undertake. 

And yet, notwithstanding these gains, and this conunon 
disposition and desire, the two peoples are still far apart. 
Regret it, explain it, as we may, the persistent truth c(»nes 
to us constantly in countless disquieting forms, to mock 
our hope and vain self-deception. The Union of today is 
at last but the Union of yesterday, in fact, an indissoluble 
alliance of the North and the South — not a union of the 
People of the whole country. 

Is it not so? The very existence and oft-repeated 
expression of a desire for a closer union is evidence that 
that desire has not been fulfilled. On how many occasions, 
every year, are we assured that, fww the Union is certainly 
restored, and sectionalism is no more. We have heard 
this over and over again nearly every day for more than 
twenty years. Each new assertion but shows how little 
of truth there was in the last. 
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It is not necessary to press this view farther, or to 
qualify it in the particulars in which it may be qualified. 
The truth is better known by every man in the Republic 
than it can be told to him. Let the reader consider for 
himself how near together in sentiment, in S)mipathy, in 
true national spirit, are the people, for instance, of Con- 
necticut and California; of South Carolina and Texas; 
how far apart are the people of Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia, of Ohio and Kentucky; and he cannot miss the 
meaning of what is asserted, or deny its verity. 

The deliberate testimony of three United States Sen- 
ators, not uttered in the heat of debate and without 
weighing their words, but committed to writing and pub- 
lished after careful revision, ought to be conclusive, at any 
rate. All that has been said in this chapter as to our 
divided state, is said in much more forcible terms in the 
speech of Senator John Sherman, of Ohio, already men- 
tioned ; in an article contributed by Senator J. J. Ingalls, 
of Kansas, to the June, 1888, number of the North Ameri- 
can Review, and by Senator Wm. E. Chandler, of New 
Hampshire, in the Forum for July, 1888. These Senators 
are among the foremost statesmen and representatives of 
the Eastern, Middle, and Western States. Their views 
are in entire accord with each other, and together compel 
acceptance, if there were ground for doubt before. Their 
words are on record, and need not be repeated here. 

The fact of a divided country is recognized and asserted 
on all hands. It cannot be set aside without setting aside 
the plainest, strongest evidence in which it could be pre- 
sented. We may deal with it as a hard, cold, ugly fact, 
temporarily and thinly disguised, undoubtedly ; but a fact, 
nevertheless, and one which the revival of a single political 
issue would certainly expose in all its ugliness. 



II. 

The Divisional Line. 

But if the fact of division, of the continued existence of 
two sections in the Union, is plain and well known, is not 
the cause of such division equally plain and notorious? 
Has it, indeed, ever been hidden, or even obscure? Does 
any intelligent and honest man. North or South, doubt 
where it is to be found, or what it is ? Every day it con- 
fronts us anew, as it has confronted us through all these 
many years, and compels recognition and consideration 
and action. We could not avoid stumbling over it, if we 
would, and we have stumbled often enough and fallen 
more th^ once. We are not yet a united people, because 
we are not yet a homogeneous people. And we are not a 
homogeneous people because of the presence and potent 
operation of an important and pervading factor in the 
social and civil life of the one section which is absent from 
or exerts scarcely an appreciable direct influence on the 
life of the other section. We need not mince words, nor 
multiply them. The presence of the Negro, in so largely 
disproportionate numbers, is the one distinguishing and 
differentiating characteristic of the condition of the South, 
as it has been from the beginning ; and as to this special 
and important feature of its condition we must attribute 
whatever is peculiar to that section, so likewise to its 
peculiarities, thus produced, we must attribute its inhar- 
monious and isolated position in the Republic, and the 
diversity of character, opinion, and sentiment between the 
two peoples, North and South, of which that isolation is 
the stubborn, conspicuous, and fateful token. 

13 
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Is npt this true? Here is a notable and conspicuous fact 
in our past and present history, at all events. 

The North has stretched away, unhindered in its 
growth, adding States and countries to its territory, until 
it reaches from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean; and 
very much of that growth has taken place since the war 
ended and the slave was made free. The population of the 
whole extended section, composed as it is of the most 
diverse elements, drawn from many and widely removed 
lands, are practically one in sentiment, in purpose — in all 
that goes to make of a people one nation. 

The South remains separate and apart from the newer 
North and the old North alike ; and is further removed, 
perhaps, in respect of sympathy and harmony, from the 
newer North than from the old — ^if that be possible. 

The sun, from its rising to its setting, shines on a 
united people spread across the whole extended Continent, 
and ever growing more numerous, more closely identified, 
and more powerful — the people of the old and the new 
"Free States'* of the American Union, the only truly 
united States of our post-Revolutionary history. 

A cloud hangs forever and far along the skirts of this 
grand march of Empire — to the southward. The "South," 
as such, has grown only with the growth of its Negro 
population; its western border is fixed, half-way to the 
Pacific Ocean, at the line where the extension of that 
population was arrested, a quarter century ago, by the 
shock of war. The shadow of slavery still rests on the 
whde region that slavery blighted. The darkness of the 
Dark Continent lies upon the fairest, richest portion of 
the New World. Its forests and mineral fields are 
exploring-ground for the rest of the country. Africa is 
grafted on America. It is "the South" that it was from 
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1787 to i860— a separate South, a solid South, a shadowed 
South, an undeveloped South — and "the South" it is 
doomed to remain until the cause — ^the marked, alien, and 
unassimilable element of its population, that made it what 
it was and is ; binding it together and excluding it from 
genuine and cordial sympathy with the life and thought 
and purpose and achievement of the rest of the Republic — 
is removed. This is plain speaking. There is need for 
plain speaking. We have trifled with each other and 
deceived ourselves long enough. 

No matter, now, who is to be blamed for his presence 
here, or who are responsible for his misfortunes and the 
misfortunes he has caused or occasioned us, — ^is not the 
fact of the ill plight of the Negro, and of the injurious 
effects of his presence on the conditions of the one section, 
and the relations of the two sections, plain and incon- 
trovertible ? 

If there is any honest doubt on this subject, however, 
it should be satisfied. The future peace and happiness of 
the Republic depend on this generation of its citizens 
understanding the Negro Question aright, and on the 
right use of such understanding. Can we not then, as 
reasonable men, put aside personal and sectional feeling, 
and agree upon the bare conditions of our national exist- 
ence and of the grave problem with which we are con- 
fronted ? 

Let the main proposition be set forth again, in the 
plainest terms : The Negro was the cause of the division 
of the United States into the two sections, the North 
and the South, and has been the cause of all the strife 
that has taken place between those sections since the 
independence of the colonies was established. An inno- 
cent cause assuredly. A remote or indirect cause some- 
times, it may be conceded. But the one, real first 
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cause, always. Let us not quibble about words. What 
is meant is that, but for the presence of the Negro in 
the United States there would have been no division of 
the country on sectional lines as we have known them, no 
North, no South, no Nullification, no Secession, and 
probably no civil war over any question! A wide and 
interesting field for speculation opens to us here, but we 
need not enter it, for the present at least. It is enough 
if we can haply agree on the facts of our national history. 

The main fact which is asserted is that that history has 
turned upon the Negro, and the Negro Question, from 
first to last. 

The rift between the North and the South appeared 
plainly in the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, as every 
one of our historians tells us, and it has steadily widened 
ever since. It was seen by the delegates to the Convention, 
whose division on the Negro question, as it was presented 
to them for the first time, foreshadowed the fatal division 
of the whole people in 1861. On the floor of the Conven- 
tion Mr. Madison "contended that the States were divided 
into different interests, not by their difference in size, but 
by other circumstances; the most important of which 
resulted from climate, but principally from the effects of 
their having or not having slaves. These two causes con- 
curred in forming the great division of interests in the 
United States. It did not lie between the large and small 
States ; it lay between the Northern and Southern."* 

This was the beginning of the trouble, but we need not 
trace its development step by step. It should be said, 
however, that difference in climate did not have the 
importance which Mr. Madison assigned to it, or that has 



^Madison Papers, p. 1006. 
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been assigned to it since his day. The State line between 
Virginia and Pennsylvania has never marked so wide a 
variation of climate that the Negro or slavery could thrive 
on but one side of it. Virginia and Ohio are in the same 
latitude, yet Ohio has never been identified with the South 
on any sectional issue. The presence of its Negro popula- 
tion alone carried Virginia into the Southern Confederacy, 
when Ohio and Pennsylvania remained in the Union. 
Slavery alone, not slavery and climate, has marked the 
line of cleavage between the North and the South, from 
Mr. Madison's time down. The one true cause of division 
which he indicated in the Convention at Philadelphia was 
made plain enough in the Congress of 1860-61, when it 
was proclaimed in terms that leave no room for doubt or 
dispute as to its recognition, and the map of the Southern 
Confederacy adds demonstration to assertion. 

We are told still, indeed, that the war in which our 
differences culminated was waged in defense of the sover- 
eignty of the States and the right of self-government, on 
the oat hand ; and for the preservation of the Union, on 
the other. The dogma of State Sovereignty was asserted 
so strenuously by the Slave States alone, however; and 
only the Slave States seceded; while the States that 
triumphed in the struggle for the maintenance of the 
Union formulated their success in additions to the organic 
law of the Union that were designed alone to settle the 
Negro Question in accordance with the views of that 
question which the North had upheld throughout the con- 
troversy that preceded the war. The Union is restored, 
and the States have resumed the relations which they 
formerly sustained towards each other. The amended 
Constitution contains no word in reference to State Sover- 
eignty that it did not contain prior to 1861. The old 
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controversy has been renewed on changed Knes, and 
relates wholly to the one question of the status of the 
Negro. If we have regard to the substance of our former 
differences, then, and not to the expression of them, we 
see that the Negro question was the issue that divided us. 

Nay, the South itself was divided, on the same question, 
when the final conflict was precipitated. A considerable 
portion of the people of the South sided with the North 
in the struggle that followed secession, and either held 
aloof from the Confederate armies, or took active part 
against them. This class — ^Union men or Union sjrm- 
pathizers, as they were called — were the inhabitants of 
the mountain region which extended from Mason and 
Dixon's line far down into the heart of the Confederacy. 
And the distinguishing feature of this central or wedge- 
shaped region, as compared with the rest of the South, 
was and is the almost entire absence of a Negro popula- 
tion. The apparent exception to the rule that has been 
noted, but confirms the rule when closely examined. 

The line of separation of the people followed the actual 
boundary of the Slave territory in all its course. 

Certainly, more than one motive or principle influenced 
the people of America in their conflict. But we need not 
consider what other motives there were. It is idle to 
deny, it is the blindest self-deception not to see, that 
Slavery was the real occasion, and the unfortunate Negro 
the real cause, of all our strife. Slavery has disappeared. 
The Negro remains. His changed status furnishes us 
with new occasion for renewed contention. We are still 
divided. The Negro keeps us apart. His presence is 
enough, whatever his condition, to maintain the difference 
and consequent division that his presence caused in the 
first instance. He has stood between us, as slave, as 



THE DIVISIONAL LINE. 19 

freedman, as citizen, — ^and he stands between us still in 
his present anomalous and most undesirable character, for 
which it is difficult to find a name. 

No matter whose the fault, is not the f(u:t evident that, 
in whatsoever guise and howsoever regarded, the Negro 
himself has been and is and promises to remain the one 
insuperable barrier to the perfect Union which our fore- 
fathers sought to form, and which the people of America, 
of the South and the North alike, still desire above all 
things to see consummated ? 

If not, so much the worse for us. For if the Negro was 
not the cause of our difference and division, then is that 
cause radical indeed. The old Union was a lie and no 
Union. The new Union is the old Union restored, with a 
line of graves to remind us forever of the existence of two 
antagonistic sections, and to form a lowly but always 
impassable wall between them. 

No, it is better for us that the Negro is surely the cause 
of our estrangement, and that the cause does not consist 
in a deep-rooted antipathy, as irreconcilable as inexpli- 
cable, between the people of the two groups of States. We 
might solve the Negro problem in time, though it were 
involved in tenfold the difficulties it now presents. Woe 
betide us and our children if our old hatreds were innate, 
and so strong on both sides, or on either side, that they 
could find adequate expression only in four years of 
bloody warfare ; and if they are but concealed now imder 
the old cloak of false friendship, or even the new cloak 
of a false hope, and can never be wholly displaced from 
our secret hearts ! 

Every day the truth confronts us, and demands recogni- 
tion and consideration and action. Strange that we should 
have ignored it or evaded it so long. It had been far 



20 AN APPEAL TO PHARAOH. 

better for us — the people of the North and of the South 
alike — if we had recognized it and accepted it and acted 
on it, long ago. We shall be wise when we deal with it, 
and with each other, openly, frankly and honestly. We 
shall but multiply our difficulties and our differences, we 
may be assured, and shall remain apart, while professing 
to stand together, so long as we refuse to see what is 
between us; to declare what we see and know; and to 
undertake the work that knowledge and experience teach 
us must be undertaken, if we are ever to make the Union 
a union in more than name. 



III. 

The Continuing Cause. 

The purpose being to present the facts of our condition 
as plainly as practicable, and to deal with them honestly, 
we cannot make too sure of our ground, nor pass over any 
reasonable criticism that can be anticipated. 

It we could proceed upon the assumption that it will be 
conceded that the Negro has been, and is, the cause of all 
our contention and strife, the rest of our task would be 
quickly disposed of. The cause of trouble being granted, 
it would remain only to consider how it could be remedied 
or removed. But we cannot assume so much, or so little. 

Some there are, doubtless, and not a few honest men 
among them, who will be ready enough to concede that 
the Negro was such a cause before the war and during 
the Reconstruction period, but will deny that he is a cause 
of difference now, or that there is, indeed, any longer a 
serious cause of difference between the sections. It is not 
infrequently asserted that there is, at last, no North, no 
South, and "no longer a Negro question" ; or, at any rate, 
that there would be none if the politicians of the North 
would let the South alone, and, on the other hand, if the 
South would let the Negro alone : — all of which assertions 
and qualifications balance each other quite satisfactorily, 
for our purpose, and certainly render it unnecessary to 
go into an extended argument to show that the Negro is 
well up to the front among the issues of our day. The 
South has not yet wholly dematerialized as a political 
entity, and the Negro question remains quite prominent 
enough to make us reasonably sure that the South will 
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not let the Negro alone, or the politicians let the South 
alone, in our time, if ever. The plea for the preservation 
of the Union did not suffice to keep down the Negro ques- 
tion before the South seceded, and when the Negro 
himself was silent perforce. The cry of a restored Union 
will not suffice to keep that question in the background, 
now that secession has failed of its purpose, and the voice 
of the Negro himself is raised in appeal for the enjo)rment 
of the rights to which he is entitled by virtue of his 
changed condition from slave to citizen, and of our solemn 
engagement with him. 

Nay, we cannot so easily forget him. Let those good 
people. North and South, who flatter themselves that the 
Negro question has been forever displaced, or even so 
much as temporarily obscured, by another issue — ^the issue 
of a Protective Tariff which, as they say, divides the 
country on new and shifting and non-sectional lines — ^but 
consider for a moment. 

The old, familiar line runs sharp and clear through the 
whole discussion of this tariff question. It was recently 
drawn without break or deviation on the floor of Con- 
gress, and whatever disposition to transgress it appeared 
among the representatives of the North, the representa- 
tives of the South showed their usual unbroken, unwaver- 
ing front. It is the statement of a fact only. The presence 
of its vast Negro population affects, determines and unifies 
every interest in the South, material and industrial as well 
as political ; and those interests, if we may judge by the 
record of the balloting in Congress, and by the discussion 
in and out of Congress on the tariff question, are not held, 
by either side, to be identical with the interests of the 
North. The influence of the Negro in determining the 
attitude of the Southern States towards the "Protective 
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system," moreover, is not a discovery of today. It is as 
manifest to the thoughtful reader in the reports of the 
proceedings of the Convention of 1787 as in the reports of 
the proceedings of the Congress of 1887-88, and 1888-89. 
The conflict between the two sections on this issue is at 
least as old as the Union itself. The Protective system 
and the Slave system were the complements of each other 
from the beginning of our history as a nation. Is it too 
much to say that the Nation owes its existence to a com- 
promise between the beneficiaries of the two systems — 
and came near owing its destruction to that compromise 
as well ? 

However this may be, it is seen that the former Slave 
States are solidly arrayed against the surviving system, 
and that the Negro question is still uppermost among our 
troubles, even when we would fain believe it to be buried 
beyond resurrection. And if it be so prominent an element 
in such an issue as that of the Tariff, we do not need, 
surely, to trace its presence and activity in other issues. 
The temptation is not slight to take up this quest, indeed, 
if only because of the ease with which it can be followed, 
but it is believed that it is enough to have suggested the 
line of investigation, without pursuing it in any field. The 
broad propositic«i already laid down covers the whole 
ground. It could not but be that the presence of so 
marked, peculiar and considerable an element of popula- 
tion as that of the Negro population in the Southern 
States, and its absence almost from the Northern States, 
would effect a notable diversity of character, occupation 
and interest, as between the peoples of the two sections. 
We know that such diversity was early established and 
. has been maintained hitherto. 
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It is not too much to assume or assert in the absence of 
evidence to the contrary that, the cause remaining the 
same, its effects must and will continue to be manifested. 

We need not quarrel over our past quarrels, whether 
remote or recent. Some of them, it appears, will never 
be settled. Our present troubles are quite large enough 
and important enough to engage the attention and the 
most earnest efforts of patriotic men in every part of the 
country. The Negro question is scarcely concealed beneath 
the surface of the tariff question, as has been shown in 
the discussion of the tariff question, and that is enough 
of itself to answer the claim that there is no longer a 
Negro question to vex us. But this is not all. The settle- 
ment of the tariff question, one way or the other, or the 
settlement of any or all of the incidental and minor ques- 
tions with which we have to do, would not dispose of the 
great issue that is beneath and behind them all, and of 
which — ^in so far as the North and the South differ — 
they are but so many phases. 

There is one view of our condition that will solve every 
honest doubt as to what it really is and what we have to 
expect in the future. 

Whatever degree of harmony and unity between the 
two sections now obtains, has been secured, within the 
past dozen years, by the practical concession to the white 
people of the South of nearly everything that they have 
claimed relative to the status of the Negro ; even his politi- 
cal status, which was the last point in dispute. 

Perplexed and baffled in their efforts to make the Negro 
a citizen, in the full sense of the term, the people who 
freed him and conferred suffrage on him have virtually 
retired from the contest in his behalf. The existing har- 
monious condition of affairs between the North and the 
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South is maintained at his expense. Let the Negro alone, 
let the South alone, and there will be no more a Negro 
question until, like the slavery question, after festering 
and rankling awhile below the surface of events, it shall 
break forth suddenly to plague the whole country anew 
and compel us to consider it again. Let the Negro alone ; 
leave the South to deal with him ; and the Union will be 
as sincere and cordial as at any time since it was formed. 
Let him not alone ; assert effectively the principle of his 
equality as a citizen, which the South rejects in practice, 
and the fires of sectionalism will burn as fiercely on the 
instant as they burnt at any time between 1865 ^"^ 1876. 
Do we not know this to be true? Are we not acting on 
the knowledge? Our present peace and unity are pur- 
chased by the sacrifice of the Negro's civil and political 
rights, and by the sacrifice of every principle and senti- 
ment, right or wrong, that is embodied in the post-bellum 
amendments of the Constitution. It is an evil condition 
of things, but we have accepted it as a lesser evil than 
the condition which it has supplanted. 

It cannot last, however. The end will come sooner or 
later. Soon, if the North shall presently insist again on 
its former view of the Negro's rights, or on any modified 
or alternative view ; later, but none the less surely, if it do 
not. The certain source and cause of trouble, sectional 
or otherwise, is the Negro himself. The question con- 
cerning him is becoming more complex, and is assuming 
new and more difficult phases while we try to ignore it. 
We shall have inevitably to meet it again, before very 
long, in some form, and in a more troublesome form than 
ever before. The present condition of the Negro chal- 
lenges our thought every day, and compels our concern, 
whether we will or no. He is not satisfied, and we are not 
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satisfied about him. He remains where he was, and for 
the most part what he was. We cannot let hjm alone, if 
we would. We have treated with him in the three char- 
acters — ^under the three disguises, it may be said — of 
slave, freedman, and psuedo-citizen, which we have 
imposed on him. We have yet to treat with him in his 
own personality, in his essential character of a stranger, 
an alien, a hopelessly unassimilable intruder in our 
national household. 

The truth is that the War and the results of the War — 
emancipation, enfranchisement, and the rest — ^but brought 
us face to face with the real underlying question over 
which we pondered and blundered and quarrelled so long. 
Perhaps we could not have seen it and attempted its solu- 
tion while it was obscured by slavery. We should have 
seen it right speedily when slavery was abolished, had we 
not hastened to cast the cloak of "manhood suffrage" over 
it. We have no longer an excuse for our failure to see 
what we should have seen long ago had we not been 
blinded by our selfish interests, first pecuniary and then 
political. 

It is the old question still — the Negro Question — ^but 
we are just beginning to understand it and to consider it 
in its ultimate and inevitable form. The suffrage experi- 
ment delayed this understanding, indeed, for a time ; but 
it has made the true issue the plainer and more imperative, 
now that it is forcing itself upon us. Its ultimate form 
is its primary form. We have nearly or quite described 
the great circle of error — ^three hundred years around — 
and are now where our forefathers would have speedily 
found themselves if they had allowed Negro immigration 
in the first place, and thereafter, on a considerable scale, 
without enslaving the immigrants as fast as they landed ! 
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The coarse garb of the slave concealed the Negro him- 
self, the Man of diverse race, character, history and capa- 
bility, from the selfish and short-sighted gaze of the 
founders of the Republic, and of their sons, our fathers. 
We stripped him of his rags, and clothed him with the 
robe of citizenship. Some of us have since stripped him 
of that robe — after his brief masquerade in it. We are 
face to face with the African at last. 



rv. 

A Race-Question. 

What then is the Negro Question ? 

The answer is in the very terms of the inquiry. It is a 
race-question, on its face. 

True, it has still a sectional feature, and a political 
feature, and social and religious and other features ; but 
they are mere features. The personality of the Negro 
is behind them every one. It is a sectional question, 
because the Negro is practically confined to one section. It 
is a political .question because it is a sectional question. 
Its remaining features have been merged in these two, or 
overshadowed by them, and need not now be considered. 
It would never have presented either of these its principal 
features, perhaps, if the Negro population had been evenly 
or more evenly, distributed throughout the country. In 
the section where that population is concentrated, and 
where it promises to remain concentrated, it is purely a 
race-question, and is recognized as such. It is, therefore, 
a race-question for the whole country. 

Ts not the truth as large and plain as the "Solid South" 
itself? Why should any one have to labor or argue to 
make it plainer? What room is there for honest doubt 
as to the real issue? A race-conflict has been waged in 
the Southern States e\ery day and hour since the slave 
was freed, — since, that is to say, the former subordinate 
race was put in a position to assert itself in some measure. 
The conflict is still in progress, wherever two representa- 
tives of the two races stand together. There is not one 
faint tcktn that it will ever end. Whatever may be 
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thought or hoped for by others, neither party to it expects 
it to end. The third party, the people who precipitated 
the sullen, ceaseless warfare, and who looked for its peace- 
ful termination long ago in a condition of things in accord- 
ance with their ideas and plans, have no direct part in it, 
and can take no part that will not aggravate its worst 
phases, as they have learned. Certainly, they have no 
power or skill to shape the result to conform to their 
wishes. Every man, woman, and child in the South, and 
of both races, is engaged in it always. It is the most 
extended and inveterate race-conflict that the world has 
ever known, and is indeed unparalleled of its kind ; there 
is absolutely no precedent for it in history ; but we need 
be at no loss to understand its character. 

It is such a conflict as there is every reason to believe 
would be waged if the same number of Negroes, or a 
much smaller number, were now introduced into any part 
of America for the first time, except that its conduct is 
modified in many ways by the former and long-continued 
relations of the two parties to it. It is such a conflict as 
there is no reason to doubt would have taken place long 
ago if the Negro had been introduced into any part of 
America on the same footing with other immigrants, and 
m any considerable numbers. It has been said that the 
institution of slavery served to postpone the conflict so 
long, by merging the Negro in the slave, and the thought- 
ful reader will be at no loss to understand and accept the 
assertion, and to follow out the reflections it suggests. It 
is such a conflict as the extreme Western States were 
threatened with, and experienced, in a measure, a few 
years ago, in consequence of the sudden irruption of 
Mongolians into their territory; the nature of which 
conflict no one, anywhere, was at a loss to understand 
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Y^hen the lines were first drawn, or later, when govern- 
mental aid was invoked, and granted, for the exclusion 
of the alien race. It is just such a conflict, to carry the 
comparison a little farther, as these Western States would 
have been subjected to, if the Chinese had been introduced 
as slaves ; had become established by reason of residence 
and numbers; and, after over-running a vast area of 
country, had been emancipated and made citizens under 
the circumstances which marked the emancipation and 
enfranchisement of the Negroes in the Southern States.* 
It is such a conflict, in fine, as our knowledge of human 
nature, as illustrated by the history of the world and the 
map of the world, should have taught us to expect as the 
result of trying to fuse two unlike races of men into one 
body politic before the millennium had fairly dawned, and 
under conditions that were not particularly favorable for 
the experiment. Let us consider for a moment what the 
conditions were. 

If it had been asked, prior to 1865, under what circum- 
stances it would probably be practicable to induce two 
unlike races of mankind to live together on the same soil, 
on equal terms generally, and under a common govern- 
ment, of course, the answer of any intelligent man would 
have been somewhat as follows : 

The two races should be as nearly alike as practicable, 
in all respects, to begin with. They should be as nearly 
equal as practicable in respect of numbers, strength, 
knowledge, culture, wealth, etc., etc., to ensure the main- 
tenance of equality in all their joint relations. They 
should entertain sentiments of peculiarly friendly regard 
for each other, and of confidence in each other. There 
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should never have been any serious or long-standing 
cause of enmity or distrust between them, that would be 
likely to be revived or recalled under any circumstances. 
Both races should heartily desire the fusion to be effected, 
and should enter into the experiment voluntarily, and 
earnestly disposed to make it successful — ^not to say with 
eagerness and enthusiasm. And, not to lay down too 
many requirements, it would probably have been added 
that, when the novel and hazardous experiment should 
be fairly in progress, its conduct should be left indubitably 
to those most concerned in its success, without interfer- 
ence from any outside source that would be likely to 
develop latent antagonism, or introduce any element of 
discord, or dislike or distrust, where perfect harmony of 
feeling and purpose was so plainly essential to be pre- 
served and fostered. 

How have these simple and obvious prerequisites to the 
success of such an experiment been observed in the 
instance before us ? 

The reader may answer this question in detail for him- 
self. The general answer is that every condition of 
success that has been suggested, or that can be suggested, 
perhaps, has been carefully violated or disregarded in the 
conduct of the great American experiment on this line 
during the last quarter century. Starting out with the 
two races, the Caucasian and the African, which differ 
most widely from each other in every respect in which 
two races can differ — as the subjects of the venture, we 
have spared no pains to complicate it and render it more 
difficult and more hopeless at every step, and have indeed 
the full satisfaction, at the last, of knowing that we have 
left no blunder untried, nor missed any important error 
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that ignorance could suggest or ingenuity invent, to insure 
its failure. 

We have only to reflect, besides, that this particularly 
unpromising undertaking was not only not entered upon 
voluntarily by at least one of the peoples directly con- 
cerned in it — ^and that by far the more numerous and 
more powerful of the two, and upon whom, therefore, the 
success of the scheme was mainly or wholly dependent — 
but was forced upon them by their conquerors in a pro- 
tracted and bloody war, as a penalty of the war, and for 
the avowed purpose of establishing their political sub- 
jugation to the allied forces of their recent enemies and 
recent slaves: — we have only to reflect on these things, 
surely, to discharge our minds of any lingering element of 
surprise that the first great experiment of racial fusion 
has not wholly met the expectations of its promoters, and 
to remove the last lingering element of uncertainty as to 
the final result. 

Nor is there room for surprise that the struggle has 
involved loss of life, to whatever extent and under what- 
ever pretext. The only matter for wonder is that the land 
has not been drenched with blood ; and blood would have 
flowed in rivers instead of rills, we may be sure, but for 
the general inequality of the two parties to the contest, 
and, especially, the radical weakness of the Negro, which 
has impelled him to yield place and power everywhere, 
and always, with a readiness that has preserved his race 
from destruction, indeed, but at the same time has demon- 
strated his peculiar unfitness to be made the subject of the 
experiment that was forced upon him also, — willing or 
unwilling. It is not pleasant to contemplate, even in 
imagination, what would have been the probable condition 
of aflfairs in the South during the Reconstruction period, 
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had the Negroes there largely outnumbered the whites; 
or if they had possessed more of the aggressive spirit of 
their white neighbors. It is bad enough as it is ; but per- 
haps it is better as it is, after all — for the black people 
and the white people of the South, and for the whole 
people of America, both now and hereafter — ^that the 
gentle and patient Ethiopian changes his natural char- 
acter no more readily than his natural skin under the oper- 
ation of statute laws. 

We may abandon the speculative point of view, how- 
ever, without ceremony. There is no need to conjure 
up imaginary troubles. Our actual present and probable, 
or certain, future ills are quite enough to engage our 
whole attention. The question before us is, at last, a ques- 
tion as to the plain facts of the condition and position of 
the Negro among his white neighbors, of their relations 
and disposition toward each other, and their probable 
conduct hereafter. The experiment of which the Negro 
has been the principal subject, and the object of which — 
to express the purpose in conveniently comprehensive 
terms — was to make him the "equal" of other men inhab- 
iting the same soil with him, has been in force for more 
than a score of years. What is the net result ? What has 
been accomplished for the Negro, in that period ? Let us 
determine if we can, and set down as truly as we can 
within so narrow limits, the bare facts of his case as they 
are presented to us today. 



V. 
The Negro's Condition and Position. 

Is it not a bare, hard fact, then, that the Negro in 
America has made very little progress, since his emanci- 
pation, towards the shining goal set for him by his liber- 
ators — ^the goal of American citizenship, in the true and 
full sense of the term ; the sense in which it is applied to 
the white man? 

The desire and endeavor of his friends was to absorb 
him into the body politic; to assimilate him wholly; to 
cancel and obliterate every distinction and difference that 
was in his way, except those imposed on him by nature, — 
and to ignore these. 

It was hoped and expected that he would develop to 
our standard so surely and so rapidly under this generous 
treatment, that our prejudices, bom and nurtured of 
former relations only, perhaps, would disappear, and that 
he would become as one of us; and so vindicate the 
heroic measures adopted in his behalf. The struggle of 
the Reconstruction period was to clear his way to higher 
ground, and but for the hope and expectation that he 
could reach it and would reach it, almost at a bound, the 
efforts of the Republican party, of his friends everywhere, 
to push him forward would have been as criminal as they 
have been vain. And vain they have been when measured 
by the purposes here indicated. 

Progress the Negro has made, unquestionably, in some 
directions ; in some places ; perhaps, even when we have 
regard to his whole race in the United States. He is no 
longer a slave, and his emancipation has uplifted him in 
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heart and mind to some degree above the low plane of his 
fcMiner estate. Freedom has brought its responsibilities 
and cares and pains, but these he accepts without a mur- 
mur, in consideration of the blessed privilege of directing 
his own ways and calling no man "Master." He has 
justified his deliverance even in the eyes of his former 
owner, by showing that he appreciates his liberty and 
loves it with all his soul. There has been no sighing on 
his part for the flesh-pots of slavery even when he starved 
in sight of them. The husks that have been his portion 
but too often since he began, unaided, to provide for his 
own wants, are sweeter to the humblest, most ignorant 
of his race than all the dainties that ever fell to his lot 
from the kindest master's table. Ask him, and he will 
tell you that he is not infrequently in sore straits, and 
knows not in the morning where his dinner, or eke his 
breakfast, will come from, if it shall come at all. But he 
feels that he is free — "free till he is fool," is his own 
expressive language — and he would not exchange places 
with his former self for any price that could be offered 
him. And he is free, — in so far as his intelligence enables 
him to assert his liberty. Free to come and go; to work 
or play; to live or die; as he pleases, or as may befall 
him. 

And more is conceded to him than is expressed by sheer 
indifference to his existence and conduct and end. He 
exercises many rights and privileges, before denied to him 
and ardently desired by him. We need not try to mention 
all of these — ^the list, happily, is too long for detailed men- 
tion. A few examples must suffice. The courts, from 
the lowest to the highest, are open to him and he "laws" 
therein to his heart's content. He is admitted to the jury- 
box in some places; and to the prisoner's dock in all 
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places — save when he commits one crime. Whether 
justice holds the scales equally balanced between him and 
the white man, cannot be said here. The question is diffi- 
cult of determination, in so far as it is a question of fact. 
The opinions of whites and blacks differ on the subject. 
Work is furnished him, in many industries. Some of his 
race have accumulated a little property, some even much, 
and in this respect are better off than many white laborers 
of their class, both North and South. He has the right 
to bear arms, and exercises it unchallenged, save in 
extremely rare instances. He parades at pleasure with 
his fellows, and holds when he will the political, social, 
religious and other assemblies which he so much affects : 
the exceptions to this rule are exceptions, and are not 
numerous. His children go to school, and to college some- 
times, mainly at the white man's expense. He can obtain 
any degree of the higher education that he is capable of 
and can pay for, and having acquired a profession he is 
at liberty to practice it freely among his own people. 
At times, his vote is courted, and counted. In many ways, 
which need not be mentioned more particularly, he enjoys 
equal rights and privileges with his white neighbors, and 
such enjoyment has exalted him somewhat in his own 
eyes and given him a better opinion of himself. He has 
indubitably made progress upward in certain directions, 
as compared with his position as a slave. The advance is 
unmistakable, though we can not set the tide-mark of the 
unequal wave, nor say how much is due to his own efforts. 

After giving full credit to him, and to the people among 
whom he lives, for these evidences in his favor and theirs 
— ^and for any other evidences that may be adduced — 
much requires to be said on the other side. 

In some respects his condition has scarcely improved 
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upon that of slavery; in others it is worse. The great 
majority of his race work for a bare and poor living. The 
wages of the average laborer scarcely serve to provide 
food and clothing, of the plainest quality, for himself and 
family. The women, as a rule, work as hard as the men 
in both town and country. Few Negro families are as 
well fed, or well clothed, or as well off in point of general 
comfort as they were when slaves. The head of the 
family, in this generation, is usually ignorant, and his 
ignorance, improvidence and dependence together render 
him the easy victim of designing and unscrupulous white 
men ; he is defrauded and imposed on at every turn. The 
rule of confirmed and hopeless poverty in the Negro's 
case is painfully familiar to those who have looked closely 
into the every-day life of the masses of his people. The 
assertion will be challenged, doubtless, and exceptions 
pointed out as usual ; but regard is had here to the rule 
only, and it cannot be lightly set aside. 

The following excerpts will indicate what that rule is : 

To what extent the Negro has advanced as a property holder 
is a matter which has been lately discussed, and which has 
brought out a number of contradictory statements. The Comp- 
troller-General of Georgia reports the taxable property owned by 
Negroes in that State as owned by white citizens. 

On the other hand, the Charleston News and Courier points 
out that in Charleston the Negroes stand just where they did in 
i860; that the value of the property held by them today is just 
about the same as that held by the free Negroes twenty-eight 
years ago, and strange to say, the colored property-holders are 
of the same class as in i860, the descendants of the Negroes free 
before the war. This is a piece of conservatism very infrequent 
in this country even among the whites, where fortunes shift in 
a generation. 

We cannot but think that the Georgia return is nearer the 
average of the South ; although what the News and Courier says 
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of Charleston is largely true of this city also. We doubt whether 
the value of property held by colored men in New Orleans is any 
greater today than that held by the freedmen of color in i860; 
and yet both in New Orleans and throughout Louisiana the Negro 
has been improving his condition steadily. It takes more than 
one generation, however, to raise a race held in the bond of 
slavery to the condition of property-holders. When the hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars that have been paid the Negro in 
wages, and the millions wasted by them in the veriest trash, are 
considered, it seems strange that so few dollars of it have been 
invested in land, houses or any permanent property. 

The freedmen of color who inherited land or houses have held 
on to them or at least a portion of them. The Negroes engaged 
in any very profitable trade or business may have laid aside some- 
thing and own some little property, but the great majority of the 
race, who are simply farm hands, laborers or domestic servants, 
have acquired no permanent property of any kind. 

During the days of Republican supremacy, when the govern- 
ment was held by them or their pretended friends, they made no 
advance whatever, if they did not actually go backward. Latterly, 
as the Georgia statistics show, they have been improving their 
condition financially. In the Yazoo delta of Mississippi in par- 
ticular they have become property-holders in great numbers and 
have done well. There has certainly been a considerable increase 
in the amount of property owned by the Southern Negroes in the 
past ten years, but it is still very small, certainly not over 3 or 5 
per cent, of the total, and not anything like those wild and exag- 
gerated figures which went the rounds of the press lately, until 
contradicted and exposed by The Times-Democrat, and which 
placed the value of farm property held by Negroes in this State 
at one-fifth of the total. — From the Times-Democrat (New Or- 
leans), May, 1888. 



The recent action of the Legislature of Georgia has attracted 
much attention. The Legislature passed a bill which provided 
that all the revenue collected from taxes on property owned by 
white people in Macon should go to the white schools there, and 
that taxes derived from the colored people be applied to the 
colored schools. On this basis, the negroes of Georgia in general. 
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it is stated, would be entitled to $12,000 or $15,000 a year for the 
education of 200,000 children. Governor Gordon vetoed the bill, 
on the ground that it was against sound policy and a violation of 
the spirit of the Constitution of the State and of the United 
States. — From the News and Courier, Charleston, S. C, January 
12, 1889. 

[I have been unable to find authoritative statistics in reference 
to property owned by Negroes. It is information most trouble- 
some, in all probability, to gather. The valuable special bulletin 
of the Census of 1900, in reference to the Negro, contains elabo- 
rate statistics in reference to farm holdings and the like. It may 
be left to the more adventurous to enter those labyrinths, should 
they feel the inclination to do so. — Editor.] 

The unanswerable evidence of the general bad physical 
condition of the race is given in the results of that condi- 
tion. Taking the United States as a whole, the annual 
mortality among the "black and colored" population is 
about 25 per cent, greater than among the white popula- 
tion. In the cities and towns, despite the charitable 
medical attendance nearly everywhere provided, the dif- 
ference is something frightful. If the death-rate among 
the white population in any of our cities were to range 
for a short period with the constant rate among the 
Negroes, a general alarm would be speedily sounded. A 
fatal epidemic among the whites would be required to 
equalize the mortality returns of the two races for weeks 
together, in some cities. 

In many cities where the whites outnumber the blacks two to 
one, the death rate among the latter exceeds that among the for- 
mer. The death rate in this city [Charleston, S. C] in 1884 was, 
for the white population i in 42, and for the colored population 
I in 22. In 1883 the figures were, for whites and blacks respect- 
ively, I in 46 and i in 21. This showing is rendered the more 
striking by the fact that the poorer classes of the colored people 
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in Charleston are supplied with medicines and medical attention 
at the expense of the city. Last year 17,950 colored patients were 
treated in the city hospital and in the different health districts, 
against about one-third that number of white patients. Close 
observers in the rural districts all over the South say that the 
relative rates there do not materially differ from what is observed 
in the cities, although it is well established that Negroes thrive 
better away from the towns. — The News and Courier, Charleston, 
S. C, June I, 1885. 



In Charleston, in the year 1886 the death rate per thousand 
among the white people was 20.65, while the death rate per thou- 
sand among the colored people was 49.01, or nearly two and a 
half times as great. — The News and Courier, December 30, 1887. 



The ninth annual report of the Atlanta Board of Health has 
just been issued in neat pamphlet form. For the first time in the 
history of the city the board presents an absolutely accurate report 
of deaths. To this fact is due the apparent increase in the death 
rate and other notable deviations from past records. 

The total number of deaths from disease during the year was 
13 15. The total annual death rate was 20.87 per thousand, esti- 
mating the population of the city at 63,000 — white 41,000, colored 
22,000. 

Of the total number of deaths, there were 608 white and 707 
colored, llie annual rate of mortality, per thousand, among the 
whites was 14.82, among the colored population 32.13. The num- 
ber of deaths among persons over five years of age reached 719 
— ^white 344, colored 375. The deaths among children under five 
years of age were 596— white 264, colored 332. Of this number, 
318 were under one year old — white 139, colored 181. — The Con- 
stitution, Atlanta, Ga., February 21, 1888. 



The New Orleans Board of Health present some interesting 
matters. The population of the city, according to the census of 
1880, was: Whites, 158,367; negroes, 57»723; total, 216,090. The 
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death rate of Negroes has always averaged from one-third more 
to twice as great a mortality per 1,000. For the week ending 
March 9, 1889, when the population of the city is estimated at: 
Whites, 184,500; colored, 69,500, the death rates are given per 
1,000 persons at: Whites, 14.13; colored, 30.03, or more than 
twice as great a mortality for the Negroes as for the whites. It 
thus appears that in this city the Negroes are dying off twice as 
fast as the whites per thousand of population, and the mortuary 
statistics of all the principal Southern cities show generally a like 
result. Nothing can be predicted of the Negroes in the country 
in the absence of statistics, but the same cause of neglect of 
hygienic laws, lack of comforts in their habitations, and general 
unrestrained indulgence of all animal appetites and in vicious 
practices, contribute largely to increase mortality among the col- 
ored people. Nothing but detailed statistics acquired by the 
United States Census Bureau in the course of a number of suc- 
cessive decades will give any reliable information upon which to 
base laws of comparative race-growth. — New Orleans Picayune^ 
March, 1889. 



In Charleston in 1887 the number of [white] children under i 
year of age who died was 86. In 1888 the number was 79. In 
the same years the number of deaths of colored children was 306 
and 349. In 1887 the number of deaths of white children over 
I year, under 5 years, of age was €6, and in 1884 the number 
was 54. The deaths of colored children of the same age footed 
up for the same years 196 and 237. The same ratio holds good 
for any given number of years. The number of deaths up to 5 
years of age in Charleston in 1887 was, therefore, white, 152, 
colored, 502; total, 654. — The News and Courier, July 17, 1889. 
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The Morning News, Savannah, Ga., March ft 1889, says; The 
mortality for February for the last twenty-one years is as follows : 



i86g . 

1870 . 

1871 . 

1872 . 

1873 . 

1874 . 
187s . 

1876 . 

1877 ■ 



The difference in mortality between whites and blacks 
is now accepted as a matter of course. This same dif- 
ference, however, tells the story of the Negro's struggle 
for existence. The odds are fearfully against him in the 
cities and towns, as he knows; yet the movement of his 
race is steadily from the country to these centers. There 
must be a powerful motive to impel them to leave the 
country, — at least, the hope of bettering their condition 
in some respect, 

[As to the relative mortality of the races, the following quota- 
tions from a more recent study of the subject will show that the 
general conditions remain unchanged. The extracts are taken 
from an extremely valuable work entitled: 
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RACE TRAITS AND TENDENCIES OF THE 

AMERICAN NEGRO, 

By Frederick L. Hoffman, F. S. S., 
Statistician to the Prudential Insurance Company of America. 

Published for the American Economic Association 

by the Macmillan Company, 

August, 1896. 

Dr. Hoffman writes at p. 60: 

"I have thus far discussed only the purely statistical aspects of 
the excessive mortality of the colored race as contrasted with 
that of the white population. I have shown by indisputable evi- 
dence, collected from all sections of the country in which the 
colored element is present in sufficient numbers, and from which 
information has been obtainable, first, that the colored race is 
subject to an excessive mortality in the cities of the North and 
West as well as in the South; second, that the mortality rate of 
the race is on the increase; third, that the excess of mortality of 
the Negroes over whites is greatest for the youngest generation, 
and least for the generation which grew up largely under slavery 
influences; fourth, that the increase in the mortality rate affects 
principally the earlier ages, and that in consequence the number 
surviving to the productive and reproductive ages is far less, 
proportionately, for the colored population than for the white; 
fifth, that to this abnormal condition the constant lowering of the 
decennial rate of increase for the colored population must be 
attributed, which tendency, if persisted in, must lead to a decrease 
in the population at an ever-increasing rate ; and, finally, that the 
economic loss involved in so high a mortality must prove a 
serious hindrance to the economic development of the sections 
of the country or of the large cities in which the colored popu- 
lation is found in large numbers." — Editor.] 

A very large subject is opened by these considerations, 
but it cannot be discussed here. The statistics are of 
public record and can be studied and applied by any one 
who chooses to consult them. Enough has been said, per- 
haps, to show that the general physical conditions of the 
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mass of the ex-slaves have not been improved since their 
emancipation, and this is the point immediately in ques- 
tion. 

A single suggestion may be added. The writer has not 
the data at hand to enable him to say how the general 
mortality among the Negroes since 1865 compares with 
the mortality before that year. It would be interesting to 
determine the excess, if any, in the later period, if only 
to discover whether his freedom has not cost the black 
man, so far, as great loss of life as it cost the white man 
to set him free. Perhaps it has not ; but if it has, we may 
well ask ourselves very seriously whether we discharged 
our whole duty in giving him his liberty and a ballot, and 
nothing else. 

[Valuable information on this point also may be found in Mr. 
Hoffman's work, at p. 54: 

"If we combine the periods under observation so that one 
period is formed by the years before the war and the other for 
the period of freedom, we have a more compact body of data in 
which the possibility of accidental variation is eliminated. By 
this method the death rate of the white population of Charleston 
is shown to have been 25.60 before the war [1822- 1860] and 24.04 
for the period 1866- 1894, giving a decrease in the white mortality 
of 1.56 per 1,000. The mortality rate of the colored population 
during the same period increased from 26.45 during 1822- 1860 to 
43.33 during 1866- 1894, or 16.88 per 1,000. In Mobile the mor- 
tality rate of the whites decreased from 48.26 during the period 
1843- 1855 to 24.13 for the period 1876- 1894, while in the same 
interim the Negro mortality rate increased from 30*31 to 35-6o 
per 1,000. 

"For these two cities, therefore, the conclusion is warranted 
that the Negro mortality has largely increased since emancipation, 
and that, too, in the localities considered most favorable for the 
race. What is here shown to be true for two cities, each of 
which represents different conditions of life, economic as well 
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as climatic and sanitary, we may assume to hold fairly true for 
other sections of the South." 

From these data an answer to the question suggested in the 
text, how great loss of life has "freedom" cost the black man? 
may be roughly estimated as follows: 

Negro population at each census: 

i860 4,441,830 

1870 4,880,009 

1880 6,580,793 

1890 7,470,040 

1900 8,803,535 



32,176,207 



6,435,241 

The census figures do not include, of course, those who are 
born after one census and die before the next, which would vary 
the results. This would increase, however, rather than diminish, 
the total sought. 

Say, from the above calculation, that the average annual Negro 
population from i860 to 1900 was 6,000,000. 

On the basis of the Charleston figures, given by Mr. Hoffman, 
the increase of deaths in this population, at 16.88 per 1,000, 
would be 

101,280 per annum. 

By the Mobile figures, 5.29 per 1,000, it would be 
31,740 per annum. 

For the 40 years, therefore, the number of deaths would be 
increased, 

4,051,200 or 1,269,600, 
according as the Charleston or Mobile ratio were made the basis 
of the calculation. 

Possibly it might not be far from right to say that "freedom** 
has cost the black man, since emancipation, 3,000,000 lives. — 
Editor.] 

The conditions of the political and social life of the 
Negro are scarcely more favorable than those we have 
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considered. The public places of honor and trust and 
profit which are open to the aspirations of every white 
man, are closed to the black man as by iron doors. He 
holds scarcely more public offices in all the United States 
than he is entitled, under the law, to hold in one or two 
minor districts; and he occupies no single position of a 
high grade anywhere in the country. He has not one 
representative of his own color in Congress, and few in 
the principal departments of the General Government. 
He has an overwhelming voting majority in many dis- 
tricts and counties in the Southern States, and a respect- 
able and powerful minority in those of several Northern 
States; yet his representatives in the legislatures and 
local governments in all these States number together 
perhaps less than a score. There are over a million voters 
of his race in America. Evidently, citizenship does not 
mean to him what it means to the white man, and the 
manifest and wide difference in meaning is not in his 
favor. Assertion and comment on the subject may be 
allowed safely to rest here. The familiar explanations or 
denials of the facts are simply tributes to the lingering 
innocence in human nature. 

Outside of political offices, the Neg^o is not more 
favored. His race contributed 250,000 soldiers to the 
armies of the Union in the late war. No genuine Negro 
holds a commission in the military or naval service; but 
one colored man, nearly white, has reached and held the 
grade of lieutenant since the war ; one colored man has 
just been graduated at the military academy, but there 
are no other colored cadets either there or at the naval 
academy. The colored troops in the forces of the United 
States and of the several States are separate and distinct 
organizations. 
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The rtile is the same in private life. In the learned pro- 
fessions, in the marts of trade, in the direction of cor- 
porate enterprises and important industrial agencies, in 
the higher industrial and mechanical occupations, even 
in the factories and workshops where some small degree 
of skill and intelligence is required of the operatives, he 
has no standing or place whatever among the white men. 
As professor, teacher, merchant, lawyer, physician, jour- 
nalist, etc., he receives, indeed, the countenance and 
custom of his own race, and he looks for no other. Porter, 
butcher, drayman, blacksmith, fireman, hod-carrier, 
mason, carpenter, coachman, butler, barber, cook, or 
waiter, he may be at pleasure and find service and favor 
anywhere ; but it is ever the service of the inferior to the 
superior that is exacted from him as the condition of 
favor, or even toleration, and he cannot rise above the 
exaction though he were the most capable and skilled 
member of the community in which he lives. Exceptions 
there are, doubtless; but they require to be hunted for, 
and most significant stress is laid on them when found; 
and they usually admit of exceptional explanations. The 
rule is well-nigh absolute. The Negro is admitted to 
hotels and various other public resorts, but his place is on 
his feet while there, or is fixed apart. He may never sit 
at the table, public or private, around which he waits so 
assiduously. He is admitted into street cars upon a more 
equal and pleasant footing than he enjoys in any other 
place or institution whatever, — ^and usually sits by him- 
self in that small, perambulating temple of liberty. His 
position in most railway coaches is always subject to a 
conflict between the conductor and the Constitution, and 
separate quarters are provided for him in most trains. If 
he attend the white man's church, which he rarely does. 
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he is assigned to a corner as near heaven as practicable. 
He has no seat in the congregation, and perhaps none at 
the communion-table. H^ is excluded from the councils 
of the laity, without ceremony. He is sexton and organ- 
blower and bell-ringer. His position in the household of 
faith is the same as in the household of fashion, — that of 
a doorkeeper and servitor. In the theater and the circus, 
the camp-meeting and the courtroom, the hospital and the 
prison, the cemetery and the potter's field, his place is 
his only; and is readily located. Wherever he goes or 
stays, works or worships, plays or suffers, lives or dies, 
the lines are drawn sharply around and about him, and 
there is no transgressing them, — from his side. 

If he were a leper — ^if his skin were livid or festering, 
instead of black only — he could scarcely be more shunned, 
in effect, and shut out from association of every kind with 
his fellow men of a different race.* Only in so far as the 
taint of slavery clings to him are the old and intimate 
relations of the slavery period recognized and maintained ; 



*It is interesting to note here one observation which is pertinent to the 
subject, and was made by an unbiased writer, evidently. A correspondent 
of the New York Herald, who visited the iron manufacturing district in 
Alabama in 1887, published the following incident, which is of interest 
because it was thought worthy of publication: "In a mill in Birmingham 
the writer observed that black and white workmen drank ice-water from a 
common dipper. Even a year or two ago, the black who would walk up 
and put his lips to the cup used by his white associates would have been 
knocked down, but now the incident passes without notice.'* 

It is added, a few lines further on, that many of the white workmen 
went to Birmingham from the mills in Pennsylvania and Ohio, and possi- 
bly, therefore, the incident does not prove the decadence of race-prejudice 
among the white people of the section where it occurred. If the white 
workmen were natives, however, we should still not give ourselves up to 
undue elation over the progress of liberal ideas. After all these years of 
preaching the doctrine of the brotherhood of the white and black man, it is 
not much to have accomplished that the black laborer can drink out of the 
same dipper used by the white laborers, in one iron mill, without being 
rebuked with a club. 
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for the sake of the service he still renders; there being 
none other to fill his lowly place and part. There is no 
lack of examples to illustrate and confirm every assertion 
that has been made on this subject, but a volume would 
be required to present them, — ^and they are not needed. 
Who is there in America that does not know the truth 
for himself? The fact of the utter separation of the two 
races is what is asserted, and it could not be more com- 
plete or more obvious. It is manifested in every place 
and in every way in which it can be manifested. 



Nay! but something has been overlooked, it will be 
said. The progress of the Negro in certain important 
respects has just been conceded. He is developing, even 
if but slowly, on lines marked out by the progress of the 
white man. This will bring them nearer together, after 
awhile, — in the end. The river that separates them nar- 
rows towards its source, and the Negro is marching up- 
stream; he will cross it yet, and meet the white man on 
an equal footing, some day, in the near or distant future. 

A hopeful view, truly, and some there are who honestly 
entertain it; but what warrant is there for such hope? 
The river is indeed an arm of a great sea, and is widening 
daily. The Negro is progessing, in those respects in 
which he is progressing, on lines that lead him away from, 
not towards, the white man. The effort to fit him for 
common citizenship and common fellowship has been in 
operation for nearly a quarter of a century. The state- 
ment of his condition and position, which has been made 
in this chapter, is the statment of the results of that effort, 
as they appear to us today. 
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It is a record of divergence. The Negro is farther 
from association with his former master than when he 
was a slave. Save when he enters the home or the public 
resort of the white man as a servant, he enters it never. 
Their children no longer play together as they played in 
the slavery period. The rising generation of whites and 
blacks in the South are very much farther apart than any 
generation that has preceded them. There is no tie what- 
soever between them ; they are as much strangers to each 
other as though they lived in different lands. Their 
schoolhouses are as far removed from each other as they 
can conveniently be placed. Nowhere are they taught 
under the same roof. The rule of separation is absolute. 
White teachers have been employed for the most part in 
the colored schools heretofore, but the tendency is to 
displace them by colored teachers, so far as practicable. 
If not, the relation between teacher and pupil is not an 
exceptionally close one, and the white teacher is preferred 
by colored parents, where he is preferred, mainly because 
of his racial authority and habit of control. But leaving 
the teacher out of the question, the white and black 
children are kept jealously apart throughout their early 
years. The lesson of racial distinctions and prejudices is 
the first and plainest lesson they are taught in the very 
schools which are to fit them for future citizenship. 
There could be but one consequence of such a system of 
"education" if applied to any marked classes in any com- 
munity and that consequence is fully exhibited in the 
South. The strongest antagonisms are manifested already 
between the younger members of the races, now entering 
manhood and womanhood. The "old family servants" 
are almost the only remaining bond between them, and 
when these shall have vacated the stage of life, together 
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with their old master and mistress, that last bond also will 
have been broken. 

The difference of sentiment between the older people of 
the two races, on the one hand, and between the younger 
people on the other, is too well known to require more 
than this slight mention. The obvious fact is that the 
races have moved far apart in the course of one genera- 
tion, and that the gap widens yearly. The Southern white 
man never contemplates the possibility of closer relations. 
The Negro entertains little or no hope of closer relations. 
There is peace between them so long as the Negro "knows 
his place" and keeps his place, and no longer. The 
slightest assertion of equality provokes a conflict, in some 
form, and the Negro is never the victor. He has made 
some costly mistakes, but has learned a lesson from them. 
He seldom asserts himself very positively now ; and when 
he does assert himself the lesson is usually taught anew, 
promptly and impressively. He knows his place at last, 
very nearly, and is keeping to it very closely, being hedged 
around by a thousand invisible thorns and spears which 
materialize the instant he approaches forbidden ground, 
and prick him or pierce him according as he presses 
against them. The lesson of the schoolroom is the lesson 
of his whole life. 

The writer does not wish to be betrayed into any exag- 
geration, to miss any important qualification, to state any 
fact offensively, or to mislead himself or others by sweep- 
ing generalizations. What is desired rather is to present 
the plain, broad facts of the existing status of the Negro 
in the Southern States, and some of the plainest and 
broadest of these facts, as they appear to be, have been 
presented as frankly and honestly as practicable. If some 
of the assertions that have been made have somewhat of 
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a dogmatic character, this may be pardoned, because it is 
impossible to go into details of evidence or argument on 
every point within the scope of this book. A volume 
would be required indeed to exhibit fully any one of 
several phases of the Negro question which have been 
passed over in a line or two. Moreover, it is not possible 
to anticipate every objection or denial, or to guess at what 
passages they will be directed. It is probable that no 
statement of fact whatsoever, on this general subject, 
could be made without being called into question by some 
critic on one side .or the other. There are not wanting 
those who would still deny that Slavery was injurious to 
the States which tolerated it ; that Emancipation was due 
to military necessity; and that Reconstruction was a 
national nightmare. There are some persons who deny 
constantly and publicly and strenuously that there is the 
slightest interference with the Negro's exercise of the 
right of suffrage in the South, at any time or place. The 
best that one can do, under these circumstances, perhaps, 
is to tell the truth as he sees it, and as freely and fully and 
honestly as he can, leaving his words to justify themselves 
if they can in the minds of honest, truth-seeking and 
truth-loving men. This course the writer has tried to 
pursue, by the light of conscience, without motive for 
misrepresentation, and without regard for aught but the 
truth and its seemingly vital consequence. What he has 
written must stand for itself. 

The main fact perhaps is enough after all, if we can 
accept it alone. That fact is, as it has been stated, that 
the two races in the South are absolutely separate and 
apart in every relation of life, and meet in friendly inter- 
course, or in formal intercourse, only on the ground that 
remains of the old relationship of master and slave. 
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When the Negro, in other words, cannot or will not serve 
the white man in a capacity or fn a position or under cir- 
cumstances where equality is out of question, or where 
his inferiority is distinctly and unwaveringly recognized, 
on both sides, as a condition of the service or association, 
they do not meet at all except under compulsion; and 
outside of this kind of association they certainly have no 
dealings with each other, nor expectation of any dealings. 



VI. 
Race-Prejudice^ South and North. 

The "cause" of the condition of things outlined in the 
preceding chapter need not be discussed at very g^eat 
length. It is as well known and as well understood, per- 
haps, as it ever will be. We are not expounding mysteries, 
nor investigating new discoveries. It is enough for our 
purpose that the line of separation which has been so 
broadly traced follows the race-line, the "color-line," 
undeviatingly ; that the Negro, because he is a negro, is 
shut out absolutely, without exception, from association, 
on any ground of equality, with the white man of the 
South. 

The motive of exclusion has its origin unquestionably 
in racial differences; and draws its strength from some 
sort of sentiment of racial antagonism, as was asserted 
and sought to be proved. There is no other explanation 
of it, and we need not seek for any other. 

The familiar name of this sentiment is "race-prejudice," 
and we may retain the term because it is familiar, and 
because we know what it means, in effect. Why such a 
sentiment exists, and what are the secret springs of its 
operation in any case, we need not consider. The 
important and sufficient fact is that it does exist, is per- 
sistent, and is as radical and strong and active a motive 
of human conduct, always and everywhere, as any motive 
that we have knowledge of. 

The law that governs the distribution, association, and 
conduct of all other living creatures rules the actions of 
men also. Birds and beasts, fishes, reptiles and insects: — 
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naiy, the very trees of the forest, and flowers and weeds 
of the field — ^group themselves together, "after their kind," 
in obedience to the edict that was pronounced at their 
creation. Man is no exception to the universal rule. In 
every land and clime, under whatever circumstances and 
conditions he is placed, he recognizes and obeys the second 
law of his nature and seeks his own "kind," avoiding 
every other, and warring with his unlike neighbor. Fam- 
ilies, classes, societies, tribes, nations, form around some 
common centre of agreement, or likeness, whatever it may 
be, which unites the "like," and excludes the "unlike" 
from the invisible but infrangible circle. Instances of the 
manifestation and power of the law are everywhere. We 
cannot miss them, if we would. The map of the world is 
a map of the larger groups. The history of the world, 
sacred and profane, is but the history of the formation 
and organization and contentions of the infinitely varied 
groups, of every degree and kind. It was not a bolt from 
frowning skies, but a difference of speech, that stayed 
the hands of the builders of Babel, and dispersed them 
and their children to the four corners of the earth ; and 
even that difference, of a breath only though it be, has 
kept separate from that day to this those who can recog- 
nize no other cause of variance. Differences of opinion 
and sentiment — ^to take no note of more substantial and 
more conspicuous marks of unlikeness — ^have been not less 
effective causes of division and rearrangement. The 
history of our own country is one unbroken demonstration 
of the energy and persistence of the law under considera- 
tion. Four centuries have not elapsed since the white man 
first set his foot on the eastern shore of the new world. 
Every step westward has been marked by the blood of the 
race he found here and drove before him. The Indian 
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has been nearly swept from the face of so much of fhe 
North American Continent as is especially consecrated to 
the principle of the equality and brotherhood of mankind. 
And now at the last, standing on the grave of the Red 
Man, and shutting the western gate of the Republic, with- 
out ceremony, in the face of the Yellow Man, we turn and 
proclaim anew to ourselves and to the world that our 
destiny and the destiny of the Black Man is one! It is 
very strange. 

It is true that we have become a mighty nation, the 
constituent elements of which have been drawn at random 
from every branch of the widely scattered Indo-Germanic 
stock. We pride ourselves that these branches have grown 
again into one harmonious whole. Has the fundamental 
law then been indeed suspended or set aside, as between 
ourselves? Has it not rather been even more plainly 
exemplified, if possible, in our dealings with each other, 
than in our dealings with that brother whom we slew 
because he would not work, and the other whom we 
expelled because he was rather too industrious on his own 
account? The influence of the varied "groups'' which 
first dotted the Atlantic shore has been felt throughout 
our national life. The differences which characterized the 
Puritan and Cavalier and Huguenot immigrants of the 
colonies may be traced, broadly and deeply marked today, 
along lines that divide State from State and section frc«n 
section. Are we all Americans only? Do we hold one 
faith? Do we speak one tongue? Or does every such 
political contest as that from which we have just emerged 
remind us more and more forcibly that there are yet 
Saxons and Celts and Latins, English and Irish, Ger- 
mans and French, Jews and Gentiles, Catholics and 
Protestants, etc., etc., etc., among us, all answering the 
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appeals to old racial, national, and religious differences 
and prejudices as promptly and heartily as though the 
Atlantic Ocean did not roll between them and the graves 
of their warring forefathers ? Even while we try to ignore 
these phases in our national life, we give full recognition 
to them when exhibited by the peoples who are nearest to 
us. A hundred years and more of association under a 
common government have not modified the antipathy 
between the English-Canadian and the French-Canadian. 
We are counting with eager confidence upon the power 
of a race-prejudice between neighbors whom we cannot 
distinguish the one from the other, to bring both into 
our national family, and over half a million of their num- 
ber have come already in obedience to it. 

We must discharge our minds assuredly of the notion 
that "race-prejudice," in its broadest sense, is peculiar 
to the white people of the Southern States. Wherever 
there is a recognizable difference, though comparatively 
slight, between any two sub-families of the human race 
living in contact or communication, the subtle repelling 
influence manifests itself on one side or both. They who 
dwell perforce in one community fall apart and move 
apart, so far as they can, within the limits of their environ- 
ment, whatever its character or extent, and readjust tHeir 
relations without hesitation or conscious intention. The 
process is instinctive and inevitable. Even where there 
were sameness and harmony at first, differences and dis- 
tinctions arise in time, and but multiply and become more 
operative as any community advances in civilization. 

But if it be true that comparatively slight and unim- 
portant differences — even artificial, and therefore remov- 
able differences — serve always to estrange and segregate 
families and peoples who are generally alike, what 
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grounds have we for the belief, or hope, that the Caucasian 
and African will ever form one permanent, harmonious 
community of equals — on a political basis, of all the bases 
that can be named — ^anywhere on the face of the globe ? 

The difference between these races is conspicuous and 
inexpugnable. It is as glaring as nature can make it. 
The one race is white; the other black. They are not 
merely unlike races, but are contrasted races. They are 
the poles of humanity. They have kept apart, so far as 
we know, from the beginning of the world. There has 
been no association, and scarcely any communication 
between them since the dawn of history. The black race 
in Africa indeed has no place in history. It has remained 
secluded in the darkness of the Dark Continent while the 
march of civilization has swept around its northern and 
southern boundaries and girdled the earth. Beyond the 
limits of the small colonies at the southernmost cape of the 
continent, and of the few widely scattered trading posts 
that fringe the east and west coast, the foot of the white 
man has rarely ventured until recently. In none of these 
colonies, at none of these posts, has there been any 
approach towards equality of association, on any ground, 
between the two races there brought together. The white 
man maintains by force the foothold his cupidity alone led 
him to seize. The story of his neighbors is told in a few 
expressive words in one of our educational text-books: 
"A pure Hottentot is hardly to be found. They have been 
great sufferers in war with the Dutch and English of 
South Africa, and as a race are rapidly passing away." 
The Bushmen, it is added, are "now nearly extermin- 
ated."* 



*Appleton*s Physical Geography. 
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The Mediterranean Sea alone separates Europe from 
the vast and almost unknown territory which the black 
man inhabits. Four hundred years ago the Spanish 
Admiral sailed along the African coast until the wide 
ocean opened before him, and then, instead of turning 
southward to the strange lands awaiting conquest there, 
set his face toward the unknown and drifted over "the 
edge of the world." Many millions of the white race have 
followed in the wake of his frail fleet to occupy the New 
World he discovered. That New World has become old, 
and when these words are penned, is waiting with breath- 
less anxiety for tidings of one of its adventurous sons who 
has been lost for two years in the still unexplored heart 
of Africa — ^in a region that is drained by the great river 
that flows by the tombs of the Pharaohs ! 

What has kept this vast continent alone so strangely 
isolated from the rest of the world throughout all the 
ages? One obvious and sufficient reason arises in every 
mijid, and it is difficult to frame another. 

But if there be a lingering doubt that a positive senti- 
ment of racial antipathy impels the white man every- 
where — and always, when his own interest is not con- 
cerned — ^to avoid association with the Negro, and to avoid 
even the territory occupied by him, it is removed by 
consideration of the conduct of both the European immi- 
grant and native American in the United States. No. 
sea or other natural barrier divides the old Free States 
from the old Slave States. Yet the invisible boundary 
line between the two sections is seemingly as impassable 
as the Mediterranean ; as forbidding as the wide waste of 
Sahara. What are the facts ? 

We may leave our South American neighbors out of 
consideration. There is nothing peculiar, it is believed. 
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in their experience or behavior. Nor need we review here 
any part of the especial behavior of the people of the 
former Slave States of North America in this respect. 
Ample illustration of the power of the prejudice in ques- 
tion still remains to us. 

The first broad fact that confronts us is that the millions 
of immigrants from every part of Europe, who have come 
to the United States since the Negro became a prominent 
element in our population, have consistently and per- 
sistently avoided the territory which the Negro occupies. 
We need not enlarge at all on this familiar and glaring 
feature in the settlement and development of the Republic. 
It is strikingly and exhaustively presented by Judge 
Albion W. Tourgee in An Appeal to Ccesar, and we may 
content ourselves with quoting some of the most pertinent 
statements set forth in that interesting work, upon the 
authority of the Tenth United States Census. In the 
chapter entitled "A Macedonian Cry," it is shown that in 
the sixteen Southern States named — ^Alabama, Arkansas, 
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mary- 
land, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolinaj South Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia — 
there were, in 1880: 12,460,247 whites; 6,039,657 
colored ; 642,988 foreign bom. In the Northern States, 
at the same time, there were : 30,942,733 whites ; 540,736 
>red; 6,047,155 foreign bom. The proportion of 
foreign born in all the former Slave States was three and 
live-tenths per cent. ; in the Northern States about twenty 
per cent. The next statement is more striking. The total 
population of the eight States of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Greorgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi 
and Louisiana, in 1880, was 9,053,613. Of this number 
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only 119,686, or one and one-third per ceni., were of 
foreign birth. 

[The sixteen Southern States increased, 1880-1900, in foreign 
born 106,419. Of this, Texas and Missouri received 69,542. For 
the eight States the increase was 21,506. See Table. — Editor.] 

Other statistics of like character might be added, but all 
are to the same effect. What they prove is summarized 
in the language of the Census report itself on the subject 
of the distribution of population, as follows : 

Comparing the tables which exhibit the number of persons resi- 
dent in each State and Territory who are of foreign birth, with 
the tables which exhibit the number of colored persons residing 
in each State and Territory, we note that the two elements of 
the population are in a high degree mutually exclusive. There is 
a group of five States, forming an irregular belt extending from 
the Atlantic westward, in which the two elements, each in appre- 
ciable decree, are found together. These are Delaware, Mary- 
land, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri. The District of 
Columbia also falls into this group. Far to the South and South- 
west are found Florida, Louisiana, and Texas, having also the 
two elements in an appreciable degree, although the colored are 
vastly in excess. To the north and northwest are found New 
Jersey and Kansas, having also the two elements in an appreciable 
degree, though here the foreign born are largely in excess. In 
all the remaining States it may be said emphatically, with but 
slight qualification, that where the colored are found, the foreign 
bom are not; and vice versa. (Tenth Census, vol. i., pp. 464, 

465.) 

This conspicuous avoidance of a large and well defined 
part of the Union has not been confined to our foreign 
population. Whatever motive or sentiment has diverted 
the movement of so many millions of strangers around the 
border of the territory occupied by the Negro, has 
influenced the restless, ever-shifting element of the native 
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population of the Northern States no less. There is 
abundant evidence of this without going into details, in 
the figures collated by Judge Tourgee in the book and 
chapter already mentioned ; from which it is learned that 
the total number of persons of Northern birth residing 
in all the sixteen former slave States in 1880 was 876,445, 
or but four and seven-tenths per cent, of the entire popu- 
lation. Much more than half of these, it should be added, 
resided in Missouri, and only 53,267 were to be found in 
the particular belt of eight States before named, extending 
from the Potomac to the Mississippi, where the Negroes 
are most numerous. 

The European immigrant and the native white man of 
the North have acted in full accord, it is seen, in avoiding 
the States where the Negro is present in considerable 
numbers. But this is not all that requires to be said. The 
sentiment that has prompted their conduct is not weaken- 
ing in view of the Negro's improved position and condi- 
tion. He has been free for nearly a quarter of a century. 
He stands on the same plane of citizenship with the white 
native American, and higher than the newly arrived 
foreigner. He is more shunned by both, however, than 
when he was a slave and chattel. 

To follow the statements of Judge Tourgee on this 
point, we find that while there was a gain of 284,679 in 
the aggregate Northern-born population of all the 
Southern States during the decade from 1870 to 1880 
(mainly due to an increase of 200,000 in Missouri and 
Texas), the numerical increase barely keeps pace with 
the increase of population, being at the rate of "five-tenths 
of one per cent, in ten years." In the belt of eight States 
before considered separately, there was a lass of nearly 
two thousand in the same period, which reduced the pro- 
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portion of Northern-bom residents in those States from 
eight-tenths of one per cent, of the whole population to 
six-tenths of one per cent. 

In all the sixteen Southern States there was an aggre- 
gate increase of foreign-bom population in the twp 
decades from i860 to 1880, of about 120,000; a result 
that is due again to the influx of about 222,000 immi- 
grants into the two States of Missouri and Texas. The 
eight Atlantic and Gulf States last, in the same period, 
29,000 foreign-born inhabitants; or nearly one- fourth 
the number which they had in i860. 

What is the explanation of all this? To assume and 
assert that it is due to race-prejudice alone, would be to 
beg the whole question outright, and would certainly 
satisfy no careful and honest seeker after truth. 

The explanation that is commonly given and generally 
accepted, among us, is too familiar to require to be 
recounted here at length. We may anticipate with serene 
confidence, moreover, that any omission on this score, in 
these pages, will be speedily supplied from other sources ; 
and can content ourselves therefore with the barest 
sketch of the reasons usually offered. The brief state- 
ment of these reasons is, then, that the distinctive negro 
territory in the Union is avoided by the white immigrant 
and native American because they cannot compete with 
the Negro laborer or mechanic upon equal terms; nor 
afford to work at all for the wages which Negro labor has 
established; nor live in the hovels and under the condi- 
tions with which the Negro is content ; nor consent to be 
degraded to the low level which the laborer and mechanic 
occupies in the South — ^a level which is fixed and main- 
tained by the presence of the Negro; nor buy valuable 
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land, because the Southern man holds it at too high prices, 
etc., etc. 

This general view is fully presented and ably sustained 
by Judge Tourgee in An Appeal to Ccesar, in the chapter 
entitled, "Accounting for Strange Things,'' and it is quite 
enough to refer to the words of that writer, without incor- 
porating them here. Very much of what he says is 
beyond controversy; much of the rest contains a large 
element of verity, and a vast deal more might be added in 
the same line of argument without liability to being so 
much as challenged. The trouble with Judge Tourgee's 
explanation, however, as with others of similar purport 
directed to the same subject, is that it has regard to only 
one of two correlated phases of the problem which is 
sought to be explained; and just to the extent that it 
explains the one, it makes the other more problematical 
than before. While accounting for strange things, in 
some sort, perhaps, it renders familiar things utterly 
unaccountable; and is therefore fairly open to serious 
question as to its correctness in the first instance. Let us 
consider as briefly as we can the first phase which has 
been overlooked," in its relation to the main question 
before us. 

The African in America has avoided the territory 
occupied by the naturalized immigrant and the native 
white man of the Northern States no less carefully than 
these have avoided the territory occupied by the Negro. 



RACE-PREJUDICE, SOUTH AND NORTH. 65 

[The following figures, without comment, are calculated, per- 
haps, to give as forcible illustration of the propositions announced 
in the text as is possible: 

Foreign 
White. Colored. Bom. 

South Carolina, 1880 391,245 604,332 7,686 

South Carolina, 1900 557,995 782,321 5,528 



166,750 177,989— 2,158— Decrease 

Mississippi, 1880 481,306 650,291 9,209 

Mississippi, 1900 643,640 907,630 7,981 



162,334 257,339— 1,228— Decrease 

South Carolina and Mississippi are the only States in which 
^he negro population exceeds the white. 

Kentucky and Louisiana, 1880- 1900, showed decrease in foreign 
born. See Table. — Editor.] 

For obvious reasons, we need not consider the move- 
ments of population between the Northern and Southern 
States during the census decade marked by the occurrence 
of the civil war, or before that decade. The comparison 
therefore must be restricted to the result exhibited in the 
Ninth and Tenth Censuses : 
The number of persons of Northern birth resident in 

the sixteen Southern States, in 1880, was 876,425 

The number of foreign born in the same States was 642,988 



Total 1,519,433 

The number of colored persons resident in the twenty- 
two Northern States, in 1880, was 478,715 



The number of persons of Northern birth resident in 
the sixteen Southern States increased, in the decade 
1870-1880 284,679 



es 
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The number of foreign bom in the same States increased 

in the same period 37,ooo 

Total increase 321,679 

The number of colored natives of Southern States resi- 
dent in the twenty-two Northern States increased in 

the same period 61,740 

The number of colored natives of the Black Belt resi- 
dent in Northern States increased in the same period. 23,069 

TABLE SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF INCREASE. 

' 1900. N ^i88o.-> 

Foreign Foreign 

White. Colored. Bom. Born. 

Virginia 1,193,462 660,722 19,461 14,696 

North Carolina . . 1,269,341 624,469 4,492 3,742 

South Carolina . . . 557,995 782,321 5,528 7,686 

Georgia 1,181,518 1,034,813 12,403 10,564 

Florida 297,812 230,730 23,832 9,909 

Alabama 1,001,390 827,307 I4,592 9»734 

Mississippi 643,640 907,630 7,981 9,209 

Louisiana 730,821 650,804 52,903 54,146 

Arkansas 944>7o8 366,856 14,289 10,350 

Delaware 154,038 30,697 13,810 9,468 

Kentucky 1,862,468 284,706 50,249 59,5i7 

Maryland 952,980 235,064 93,934 82,806 

Missouri 2,945,431 161,234 216,379 211,578 

Tennessee i,540,373 480,243 17,746 16,702 

Texas 2,427,988 620,722 179,357 114,616 

West Virginia.. .. 915,301 43,499 22,451 18,265 

18,619,266 7,941,817 749,407 642,988 

U. S. (1900) 66,980,199 8,803,535 10,460,085 

North and rest 

(1900) 48,270,933 861,718 9,710,678 
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Sixteen Southern 

States (1880) 12,460,247 6,039,657 642,988 

Sixteen Southern 

States (1900) 18,619,266 6,039,657 749,407 



6,159,019 1,902,160 *io6,4i9 

United States, colored, 1880 6,580,793 

United States, colored, 1900 8,803,535 



2,222,742 

Say 33.7 per cent, increase. 

— Editor. 

There are other interesting phases of the movement of 
population on either side of the sectional line, and across 
it since 1870, but we cannot go further into this branch of 
the subject. A glance at the census tables for 1870 and 
1880 will show that the greater number of colored natives 
of Southern States resident in Northern States in those 
years were from the States of Virginia, West Virginia, 
Maryland and Kentucky. The inference is that most of 
them escaped from those States during the war; at any 
rate but few of them were from the farther Southern 
States. Moreover, the northward migration of the colored 
people has practically ceased, the increase amounting to 
only three-tenths of one per cent, for the decade under 
consideration. (Appeal to Ccesar, p. 182.) 



•Foreign born \ "^'379 

179.357 



I 



Missouri and Texas, 1900 39S»736 

*g g f Mi^ouri and Texas, 1880 326,194 

Missouri and Texas, increase 69,542 
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How shall we account for this conduct on the part of 
the Negroes of the Southern States ? 

It goes without saying that every reason that is so 
eloquently and elaborately presented by the author of 
An Appeal to Ccesar, and every reason that is commonly 
advanced by other persons, to explain why the native 
American and naturalized European immigrant alike 
avoid the Southern States, should constitute an equally 
powerful reason, at least, to impel the naturalized African 
to leave the Southern States without delay or ceremony. 
To which remark it is scarcely necessary to add the 
further reflection that there are assuredly many reasons 
to impel the Negro to leave the South which can not pos- 
sibly operate to deter the Northern man and foreign 
immigrant from entering that region. Yet the Negro has 
not left the South, and is not leaving it in appreciable 
numbers. 

The question recurs again : Why ? 

.There is one obvious and sufficient explanation; and 
but one. The colored man has learned by experience that 
a change of residence works no change in his condition, 
in the respect that he most desires to have it changed. The 
same prejudice confronts him wherever he goes. We may 
deceive ourselves by our professions in regard to him ; 
but he is not deceived. There are many evidences of the 
prevalence and strength of the unfriendly sentiment which 
he encounters in every part of the North, but we must 
confine ourselves to a very few, of the most general char- 
acter. 

Leaving out of consideration altogether the mass of 
evidence to be obtained from our ante-bellum history, is 
it not plain enough that the colored man has almost no 
part whatever in even our political life, save as a voter? 
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How many elective offices, and of what grade, does he fill 
in all the Northern States ? How many has he filled in all 
the years that he has been with us ? To how many public 
offices of consequence, civil or military, has he been 
appointed ? There are 400,000 colored people in the States 
of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois and Kansas. What representation have they of 
their own race in the National Congress, the State Legis- 
latures, the municipal councils, or in any position that is 
filled by the popular vote? And, outside of public office, 
how many places of honor and trust, of whatever kind, in 
which the white people around them are concerned or 
interested, are occupied by colored men — in all the 
Northern States ? What part have colored men and women 
in our social organizations, or our social gatherings, of 
whatever character? Are our theaters, and hotels, and 
watering-places, and schools and colleges and churches 
indeed open to them, without exception or reserve; or 
are those which are open the exceptions ? Are they ever 
invited to our homes ? Do we ever enter their homes, on 
a footing that has no regard to their race or color, to say 
nothing of their previous or present condition of servi- 
tude? Are there no evidences of a prejudice on our part 
against them; or is the evidence of such prejudice ever 
wanting, or obscure, to their eyes ? 

It is not enough to ask these general questions, however. 
They require to be answered, if only in part ; and though 
we have not had much occasion to exhibit the strength of 
the sentiment in question, being mostly engaged in preach- 
ing about it to our friends at a distance, positive and plain 
testimony is not wanting. The witnesses represent a large 
extent of territory, it will be seen, and their testimony is 
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alike unbiased and conclusive. Presented in the most sum- 
mary form, and having regard only to comparatively 
recent declarations, the testimony is as follows : 

Neither Republican Philadelphia, Pennsylvania nor Maine has 
ever nominated or elected a colored citizen to a representative 
or other honorable or lucrative office. — The Times, Philadelphia, 
October 26, 1886. 



Speaking of the color line in politics, Texas, with its Demo- 
cratic majority of something less than 200,000 votes, has elected 
five colored men to the Legislature. What Northern Republican 
State has elected even one? It looks as though the Northern 
Republicans were more than willing that the Southern Democrats 
should furnish all the recognition the colored brother is to get. — 
The Times, Philadelphia, December — , 1888. 



Kansas, the banner Republican State in the universe, has for 
the first time, chosen a colored man to the Legislature. — Newport 
News, Norfolk, Va., December — , 1888. 



The constitution and the law of Ohio guarantee to the colored 
children of Oxford, O., admission to the public schools, but the 
white citizens of that village nullify that constitution, and deny 
the colored children their school rights. . . . Seventy-five of the 
leading citizens have banded together to boycott these poor negro 
children — not, mark you, to protect themselves against the vote, 
the rule of these Negroes — but to deny them the opportunity of 
education. . . . And yet the people of Oxford would vote to 
enforce Negro rule in Louisiana. — Judge Wm. M. Dickson, of 
Cincinnati, in The Commercial Gazette, Cincinnati, January — , 
1888. 



The pretext upon which suffrage is denied the blacks in the 
South is that the race is not capable of self-government, and that 
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its supremacy would result in the degradation and destruction 
of society and the State. I don't distrust the sincerity or candor 
of the Southern whites. They probably believe what they affirm, 
but I have no doubt they have deliberately determined to elimi- 
nate the Negro from their politics, and upon the ground, they 
reason, of their superior intelligence, wealth and morality, the 
whites must remain supreme. 

What is the feeling at the North? 

There is no malevolence or hatred towards the South in North- 
ern people so far as I have heard or known on account of the 
war. If that sentiment ever existed it has disappeared. On the 
contrary, there is much S3rmpathy, and the feeling of amity is 
strong. Many intelligent Northerners, even among the Republi- 
cans, appreciate the motives which impel the suppression of the 
colored vote, and admit that under similar circumstances they 
would be strongly moved in the same direction. It was on this 
account that the sectional appeal lost its force in the North, and 
the public ear apparently became dull and deaf to it. — Senator 
J. J. Ingalls, in the Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution, December 3, 
1888. 



The white people of Felicity, O., kept colored children out of 
the schools by force, and beat and maltreated the colored parents, 
destroyed their property in some cases, and established a boycott 
against all colored people to drive them out. The offenders are 
not punished, and defy the law. The Republican party leaders 
are also leaders in these outrages. We find no reference to 
these matters in the Governor's message. — Qeveland (O.) Plain- 
dealer, January — , 1889. 



Louisville. — A disturbance which may cause further trouble is 
reported from Berea College, a school founded near Richmond, 
Ky., in 1856, for the co-education of whites and blacks. On 
January ist ten white boys took their seats for the year at a 
table, to the exclusion of the colored students. One of the latter 
at the next meal slipped into one of the ten seats. An angry 
quarrel ensued, which was settled by the faculty ruling that it 
was contrary to the principles of the school for white students to 



72 AN APPEAL TO PHARAOH, 

establish an exclusively white students' table. — ^Associated Press 
dispatch, January 12, 1889. 



Chicago. — ^A dispatch from Marion, 111., says : **What threatens 
to be a very serious race war has broken out in this city. A. few 
weeks ago the firm of M. Westboard & Sons, tobacco packers, 
imported a number of colored men to work in their factory, 
claiming that there are no white men capable of performing the 
work of stemming and stripping. This action on the part of the 
company greatly enraged a number of white workmen, and they 
sent notices to the colored men warning them to leave town 
within ten days or receive summary punishment. Threats were 
also made to burn the factory and the homes of the imported 
laborers." — Associated Press dispatch, February 5, 1889. 



Ripley, O. — A peculiar state of affairs is brought to light among 
the farming communities in this country, produced by the now 
famous "Amett law." Formerly the farms had numerous colored 
tenants, but since the passage of the Arnett bill, which made 
mixed schools, the colored tenant farmer gradually is being 
driven out. Whenever his lease upon the land runs out he is 
quietly informed by his white landlord that the latter has another 
man for his place, and upon his applying to another farmer in 
the same district he is certain to be refused. 

In this manner the white farmers gradually, without violent or 
harsh means, removed the colored people from the community 
until there is not one left in some of the school districts, and the 
law, which was intended to benefit, does positive injury to the 
colored man. — United Press dispatch, February 14, 1889. 



Now it is a fact that there exists, not merely in the Southern 
States, but equally in the Northern States, a strong prejudice 
against colored men holding federal offices. We do not hear of 
any Northern community of Northern political leaders demand- 
ing the appointment of colored men to office in their neighbor- 
hood — even to small postoffices. To our minds the prejudice is 
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inhuman and unchristian; but it is even stronger in the North 
than in the South, for we know of several instances in which 
Democratic Governors of Southern States have made colored men 
sheriffs without serious objection from their fellow Democrats, 
and we doubt if a colored man has ever been either appointed 
or selected to so important an office in any Northern State or in 
any Northern Republican community. — New York Herald, April, 
1889. 



Another serious outbreak* of race prejudice is reported from 
Ohio. New Richmond, a town of 3,000 inhabitants in Clermont 
County, has about 700 white school children to 300 black. After 
the repeal of the "black laws" two years ago, and the consequent 
throwing open of the public schools of the State to children of 
both races on equal terms, the Negroes of New Richmond were 
persuaded to have their children kept in separate rooms, and thus 
virtually allow the old line of distinction to be maintained. But 
one Negro, James Ringold, decided to insist upon his rights, and 
sent his children into a room occupied by white children. The 
little Negroes were abused and made miserable in every way, and 
finally Ringold appealed to the courts to protect him and them, 
suing the superintendent of schools and thirteen prominent citi- 
zens for $5,000 damages. On Tuesday last the circuit court de- 
cided in his favor, giving him one cent and costs. This showed 
the Negroes generally that they could legally send their children 
into the rooms occupied by white children, and they did so on 
Friday. Great excitement resulted, and so much disgust was 
expressed that on Saturday the school board closed the schools 
for the remaining three months of the school year, as the only 
way out of the difficulty. The situation yesterday is thus de- 
scribed in a dispatch to the Times: "This has been one of the 
most interesting Sundays the place has ever known. The streets 
have been crowded all day. All other topics were forgotten. 
Ministers counselled forbearance, and wise heads attempted to 
calm the impetuous. Each side professes to fear violence from 
the other." — New York Evening Post, April i, 1889. 



The color line is everywhere. It is in the Northern Presby- 
terian Church. It is in every Northern church. It is in society. 
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It is in politics. And there is no class that knows this better 
than the colored people. However it may be in politics, we are 
sure the colored people desire their own churches. They may be 
Methodists, or Episcopalians, or Baptists, or Presb3rterians, but 
they prefer their own church organizations. There may be a 
sentiment in favor of wiping out the color line, but it is not 
honest. — Cincinnati Commercial-Gazette, June — , 1889. 



Race prejudices still exist, and always will exist to such a 
degree, outside of politics, that the advancement of any colored 
man to a representative position will be obnoxious to a large 
proportion of men of either party in this State, — The Medical 
Monthly, Peoria, 111., June — , 1889. 



The Rev. J. Francis Robinson, a Baptist preacher of good 
character, has been visiting in the city of Auburn, N. Y. The 
day after his arrival he wished to get shaved, and went to a 
barber-shop, but was. refused attention. He went in succession 
to several other barber-shops, but received the same treatment at 
each. The Rev. F. D. Penny, pastor of the Second Baptist 
Church in Auburn, accompanied the Rev. Mr. Robinson to a 
number of shops, and offered the proprietors a dollar to shave 
his friend, but his co-operation was of no use. The trouble was 
that the Rev. Mr. Robinson has a black skin, and as one of the 
barbers said, "I refused to shave him because it is against the 
rules of the trade to shave a colored man." Auburn last fall 
gave Harrison 3,122 votes to 2,214 for Qeveland, and doubtless 
the Republicans of Auburn have often been filled with indigna- 
tion at the idea that Negroes do not enjoy equal rights with white 
people in the South. — New York Evening Post, August 3, 1889. 

The testimony of prominent colored men alone is 
pointed and sufficient. Some of their recent statements 
are as follows : 

We know nothing about Northern colored people and Southern 
colored people. We know only the colored people of the United 
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States, and we know that their condition differs in very few 
essential points in either section. — The New York Freeman, July 
9, 1887. 



Editor T. Thomas Fortune, of the New York Freeman, talked 
to a Sun reporter yesterday about the proposed Afro-American 
League, whose formation Editor Fortune is urging in his news- 
paper. 

"I first proposed the idea of a national leaguing together of 
colored people," said Mr. Fortune, "at the close of an editorial 
which I published five weeks ago upon the lynching of four col- 
ored men at York, S. C. I asked if the colored people of the 
whole country couldn^t band themselves together in some way and 
do something to better the condition of our race in the South, as 
well as to secure some of the civil rights which are denied us in 
the North. The idea was taken up and advocated by all the 
leading newspapers edited by colored men in the land, and 
received the endorsement of our leading colored citizens. . . . 
We don*t fear that this formation of the race into a separate 
political organization can draw upon it any greater social ostra- 
cism than it suffers now. 

"The work of preliminary organization is going on splendidly. 
We have a large organization in Virginia, and I understand that 
the first steps toward State organization in Connecticut were 
taken yesterday in Hartford by the coalition of the Negro socie- 
ties there."— The New York Sun, July 15, 1887. 



Washington. — Referring to a dispatch published recently, stat- 
ing that there was much dissatisfaction and suffering among the 
colored people who had emigrated to Liberia from this country, 
William Coppinger, the Liberian consul general and secretary of 
the Colonization Society, said today that the report was a great 
exaggeration of the facts. 

"It is just the same in Liberia," he continued, "as the world 
over. Some emigrants succeed and some fail." 

Mr. Coppinger said that he had received few complaints and 
they were unable to respond to all the applications they received. 
He added: 
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"Since our society was organized we have given homes to about 
twenty thousand colored people in the land of their fathers, and 
we are sending others as fast as we can raise the necessary funds. 
We could send a million today if we had the wherewithal with 
which to do it. You have no idea of the unrest there is in the 
minds of the colored population and the desire they have to return 
to Africa." 

"Where do most of these appeals come from?" 

"Well, of course, the largest number come from the South, for 
the bulk of the colored population is in the South, but that does 
not mean that the colored people in the Northern States are better 
satisfied with their condition than those of the South. I am 
receiving large numbers of appeals from the colored people of 
Kansas, many of whom went there during the exodus of some 
years ago. They did not improve their condition as much as they 
expected. At any rate, they are very anxious to exchange Kansas 
for Africa. We are sending more or less of them, but cannot 
respond to an)rthing like the number of appeals we get." 

"What seems to be the reason of the desire of the colored 
people in the North for leaving the country?" 

"They feel that they are not a part of the dominant race, and 
that they are not properly recognized socially and politically by 
the whites, and never will be. The general public do not under- 
stand how strong this feeling is with the Negroes, and it will 
probably continue so. Many of them feel it very keenly. We 
hear it in a marked degree from those who went to Kansas a few 
years ago." — Associated Press dispatch, July 17, 1887. 



St. Paul. — Fifty colored men from various parts of the State 
met last night and organized a Minnesota Protective Industrial 
League, for the advancement of the interests of the race in this 
State. A permanent organization was effected with L. H. Rey- 
nolds, president. A constitution was adopted, which declares the 
object of the League to be to secure to colored citizens of the 
State the full and free enjoyment of their natural and civil rights, 
impartial trials, freedom from slander and odium through the 
press, and to arrange for colored immigration to this State. — 
Associated Press dispatch, December 7, 1887. 
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Chicago. — A special from Indianapolis says: Col. A. O. Jones, 
of the State Auditor's office, who is connected with the latest 
proposed exodus of Negroes from the Southern States to South 
America, talks freely about the scheme. He is an active friend 
of all movements for the improvement of the condition of his 
race. He accompanied Governor Chamberlain, together with sev- 
eral other young colored men, to South Carolina from Massa- 
chusetts. "The exodus," he says, "will be effectually pushed. . . . 
This is not a question of politics at bottom. . . . We have 
selected South America for the location. Our people do not want 
to come North and West because of climatic conditions, and 
because the prejudice against a black face follows them even 
there !" — Associated Press dispatch, January 27, 1888. 



What the race has gained, came to it through the antagonisms 
and animosities of the white race. We have prospered by their 
falling out, and the most serious question for us is, what shall 
we lose by their friendship? 

The white people of the United States cannot always be sep- 
arate and distinct. The Northern and Southern people can't 
always remember the war and its incidents. The time is coming, 
if it is not already here, when the Southern whites and the North- 
ern whites will be in perfect accord. What is then to become of 
us? The question makes me thoughtful, but not despairing. My 
hope is in the growing intelligence of the colored race. My belief 
is that we shall yet exercise all the functions of the American 
citizen. — From Address of Mr. Frederick Douglass, in Charles- 
ton, S. C, March 8, 1888. Report of the Charleston News and 
Courier. 



As long as the separate school system is adhered to, based upon 
color, prejudice will never die out, and will always work to the 
great disadvantage of the colored citizen. ... It is felt in all 
the various industries in the country. Whenever you wish em- 
ployment for your son in the machine shop, you are told that if I 
give your son employment my workmen will not work, and your 
son fails of employment; but if the workmen had been brought 
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up side by side with the colored boy in school, there would be no 
trouble about their working together through life. When a col- 
ored man opposes mixed schools, he is encouraging his white 
fellow citizens to keep up prejudice and helping to close the door 
of the workshop against his son. Our streets are full of young 
men ready and willing to learn trades, and enter the various 
kinds of emplo3rment, who are kept from so doing on account of 
this prejudice, which will never be wiped out except through one 
public school for all American citizens. Vou may educate your 
sons, but they cannot all be professional men; there must be an 
opening for them in other directions. There is no inducement 
held out to the colored young man attending school to encourage 
him for the future, no place of emplo3rment can he see in the 
distance when he has finished his high school; but when his 
school days are over he is thrown upon the world to struggle for 
his bread, and forced to face a mountain of prejudice." — The 
Leader, Washington, D. C, December 24, 1888. 



Save us from our friends, must be the sentiment of all intelli- 
gent colored persons toward a bit of correspondence from New 
York to the Cleveland Gazette, with the signature of "Scorr." 
This is part of it: 

**Let me tell you that amidst anarchy and confusion lies the 
Negro's opportunity. Whenever the Negro has gained entrance 
to the workshop, it has been because of labor troubles. The labor 
troubles of 1877 opened to him the shops at Indianapolis, Spring- 
field, and Pittsburgh. Whenever, since then, foreign workmen 
have made a great strike, Negro labor has been advanced." 

"Piping times of peace" are not conducive to the Negro's wel- 
fare. When business is good, and the American merchant and 
manufacturer living at ease, with nothing much to do save to clip 
off his coupons, he is not disposed to stir up the hands in his 
mill or office by introducing a black face among them. — New 
York Sun, December, 1888. 



We do not need to look South for crimes against our race. 
In the most highly civilized regions of the "culchared" East, and 
in the reputed Christian North, outrages are daily committed 
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against the rights and privileges of the Negro. The "Northern 
problem" differs from the Southern only in species of manifesta- 
tion, not in organic principle. The true solution of the whole 
trouble is to have no Northern or Southern problem per se, but 
a grand national problem which contemplates the equal and exact 
enforcement of the letter and spirit of our constitution. — Indian- 
apolis Freeman, February 23, 1889. 



This prejudice is most sharply defined and emphasized by the 
refusal of decent habitations for us, even though our people are 
willing to pay larger rentals than are required from white tenants. 
The agents and landlords are not altogether responsible for this 
condition of things. . . . But the landlords are afraid to rent to 
colored people because of the objection of white people living in 
the same building or in the same neighborhood with colored 
people. — The Rev. H. C. Bishop, Rector of St. Philip's Church, 
New York, in the Times, April, 1889. 



The American Citizen, of Kansas City, conducted by 
colored men, in discussing a theory of President Harri- 
son's "Southern policy," which should divide the votes of 
the whites on economic issues, says : 

But if such a policy should succeed, to what extent will it 
profit the Negro? Will it benefit his social or civil condition? 
Will it make less indistinct the lines of caste! Will it lift him 
up in the mind of the Southern whites to the dignity of a man 
and citizen? We think not. . . . The Negro's vote is counted 
in many of the Middle and Northern States, and his presence at 
the ballot-box excites no comment, and yet, even in those States, 
his immunities are abridged. . . . The rise of the Negro to an 
equal footing with the other races will be a long, slow process. — 
August — , 1889. 



The former spirit of prejudice exercised against the colored 
mechanic, working alongside of the white, is more rapidly dying 
out in the South than, it appears, in the North. . . . 
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In the North the idea is against the equality of the Negro as 
a race ; for he who will aid and assist the Negro to become edu- 
cated as an individual in school, college or university, will close 
the doors of the workshop, the store of merchandise, the counting 
house, and the printing press against him; and union leagues of 
trade deny him admission. — The New South Investigated. By 
D. A. Straker, Detroit. Pp. 34-36. 

Is it not made plain by even this brief array of testi- 
mony, that the prejudice against the Negro is very largely 
shared by the white people of the Northern States ? And 
when it is considered how small is the whole number of 
Negroes in the North, their superior intelligence and char- 
acter as representatives of their race; the absence of 
causes of dissension and difference with- them and of 
occasions to provoke the exhibition of prejudice against 
them : when we reflect upon the professions of unbiased 
opinion and of liberal sentiment regarding the Negro, "as 
a man"; upon what the Northern people have sacrificed 
for him, and done for him, in the assertion of opinions 
and sentiments, and in the endeavor to establish him upon 
the high pedestal assigned to him in the South, — when 
we consider and reflect upon these things, can it be said 
indeed that there is in the North less prejudice towards 
him than is displayed by the white people of the Southern 
States ? 

We may leave this question unanswered, however, and 
may abandon this particular line of discussion inconti- 
nently. It is unprofitable in itself, and leads to no desirable 
ground. The purpose in following it so far was only to 
show that the prejudice against the Negro is not peculiar 
to the white man of the South ; and this has been proved, 
assuredly. The investigation has, however, established 
another important and related fact. Whatever the reason 
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for his conduct, the Negro avoids the Northern States. It 
is of little consequence — at this stage of his occupation of 
our soil — whether or not the sentiment against him is as 
strong, or nearly as strong, in the North as it is in the 
South. If there were indeed no prejudice whatever 
against him in the minds of the Northern white man, this 
would not affect the sentiment and conduct of the 
Southern white man in the slightest degree, so far as we 
can judge from past experience and observation. The 
prejudice is certainly active, relentless and general in the 
South, where the Negro elects to remain nevertheless, and 
where the number of his people amounts already to mil- 
lions instead of a few thousands only. The question as 
to his status in America is, for the present, a question as 
to his relations with the white people of the South; we 
shall act wisely if we study it as it is presented there; 
without shutting our eyes to its essential and probable 
permanent conditions. 

Our survey of the relations of the white and black races 
where they have been brought into contact in considerable 
numbers in America has not yet included, as has been 
noted, doubtless, the relations of the two races in the West 
Indies. There is good reason for the omission. The con- 
ditions existing in those islands and in the Southern States 
are too widely unlike to afford much ground for instruc- 
tive comparison. The black race is present in over- 
whelming numbers on all the larger islands in question 
except Cuba, and has controlled some of them for nearly 
a hundred years after its own fashion. The negroes in the 
United States constitute but a tenth of the whole popula- 
tion, are in a minority in nearly every Southern State, and 
control no part whatever of the extended territory occu- 
pied by them. Whatever the lesson taught by the history 
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of the West Indies, therefore, it has little especial signifi- 
cance for us; and probably will never have more than 
now. 

The social and political relations of the white colonists 
on the islands, with their black neighbors and fellow- 
citizens, are alone pertinent to our purpose, and should 
be considered briefly. There is no lack of other competent 
evidence on this subject, but we may confine ourselves for 
the most part to the testimony of a recent disinterested 
visitor to the colonies, who has no concern in our dis- 
putes, and who has recorded what he saw and heard, 
without the remotest reference to our affairs. The visitor 
is the distinguished English historian, Mr. James Anthony 
Froude, from whose recently published book. The English 
in the West Indies, the following passages are taken : 

The personal influence of the white man over the black, which 
might have been brought about by a friendly intercourse after 
slavery was abolished, was never so much as attempted. . . . 
The forced equality of the races before the law made more diffi- 
cult the growth of any kindly feeling. . . . No relations remained 
save that of employer and employed. They lived apart. They 
had no longer, save in exceptional instances, any personal com- 
munication with each other. The law refusing to recognize a 
difference, the social line was drawn the harder, which the law 
was unable to reach (p. io6). 



From general conversation [in Kingston] I gathered that . . . 
there was the same uneasy social jealousy, and the absence of any 
social relations between the two races. There were mulattoes in 
the island of wealth and consequence, and at the Government 
House there are no distinctions ; but the English residents of pure 
colonial blood would not associate with them, social exclusiveness 
increasing with political equality. The impression was . . . that 
the tendency of the whites and blacks was to a constantly sharp- 
ening separation (p. 213). 
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Slavery could not last ; but neither can the condition last which 
has followed it. The equality between black and white is a forced 
equality and not a real one, and Nature in the long run has her 
way, and readjusts in their proper relations what theorists and 
philanthropists have disturbed (p. 247). 



The white gentry have blacks for laborers, blacks for domestic 
servants, yet as a rule they have no interest in each other, no 
esteem nor confidence (p. 258). 



Where in character, in mutual force, in energy, in cultivation, 
there is no equality at all, but an inequality which has existed 
for thousands of years, and is as plain today as it was in the 
Egypt of the Pharaohs, to expect that the intelligent few will 
submit to the unintelligent many is to expect what has never been 
found and what never ought to be found. The whites cannot be 
trusted to rule the blacks, but for the blacks to rule the whites 
is a yet grosser anomaly. Were England out of the way, there 
would be a war of extermination between them. England pro- 
hibits it, and holds the balance in forced equality (p. 262). 



The Legislature [of Jamaica] represented the white interest 
only, and was entirely composed of whites. It remained substan- 
tially unaltered till 1855, when modifications were made which 
admitted colored men to the suffrage, though with so high a 
franchise as to be almost exclusive. It became generally felt that 
the franchise would have to be extended. . . . The assembly, 
aware that if allowed to exist any longer it could exist only with 
the broad admission of the Negro vote,. pronounced its own dis- 
solution, surrendered its powers to the Crown, and represented 
formally that nothing but a strong government could prevent the 
island from lapsing into the condition of Hayti (pp. 201-2). 



The relations between the two populations are too embittered, 
and, equality once established by law, the exclusive privilege of 
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color over color cannot be restored. While slavery continued the 
whites ruled effectively and economically; the blacks are now as 
free as they ; there are two classes in the community ; their inter- 
ests are opposite as they are now understood, and one cannot be 
trusted with control over the other. As little can the present 
order of things continue (p. 286). 



The scanty whites are told that they must work out their own 
salvation on equal terms with their old servants. The relation 
is an impossible one. . . . The two races are not equal and will 
not blend (pp. 123-4). 



The English of those islands are melting away. Families who 
had been for generations on the soil are selling their estates every- 
where, and are going off. Lands once under high cultivation are 
lapsing into jungle (p. 284). 



The deep-rooted prejudice of the white man against the 
black man could not be more plainly and persistently 
exhibited, it is seen, than it is exhibited in these neighbor- 
ing colonies, under governmental and other conditions 
entirely different from those which obtain in the United 
States. The power of the race-prejudice, however, is not 
exemplified in the West Indies by the conduct of the white 
man alone. There are about ten thousand coolies in the 
colonies, of whom Mr. Froude says : 

They are proud and will not intermarry with the Africans. If 
there is no jealousy, there is no friendship. The two races are 
more absolutely apart than the white and the black. 

Nor are the blacks free from the domination of the same 
kind of prejudice, when they are in position to assert it. 
The white man has no status in Liberia, as is well known. 
The black man is master of St. Domingo also, and has 
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been for nearly a century. What is his behavior there to 
the man of different color from his own ? There is some 
striking testimony in Mr. Froude's book on this point : 

There is a saying in Hayti that the white man has no rights 
which the blacks are bound to recognize. . . . They can own no 
freehold property, and exist only on tolerance. They are called 
"white trash." Black dukes and marquises drive over them in 
the street and swear at them (p. 192). 



Englishmen move about in Jacmel as if they were ashamed of 
themselves among their dusky lords and masters. The presence 
of Europeans in any form is barely tolerated (pp. 184-5). 

It will be said, of course, that this intolerance of white 
men is natural to the Negroes of the West Indies, in view 
of the former relations of the two races, and is but a 
reflection of the sentiment from which the blacks have 
suffered. We seem, however, to be shut out from accept- 
ing this plausible explanation by the fact which has been 
noted of the antipathy between the blacks and the coolies, 
and by the further fact that the genuine Negro manifests 
the strongest dislike to the white man who is subordinate 
to him and to the half-breed, or mulatto, who was for- 
merly his fellow-slave, and who certainly has nothing in 
common with the white man except his own disowned 
blood. The attitude of the Negro toward these of his 
neighbors is thus described by Mr. Froude : 

The Negro voters might elect, to begin with, their half-caste 
attorneys, or such whites (the most disreputable of their color) 
as would court their suffrages. But the black does not love the 
mulatto, and despises the white man who consents to be his ser- 
vant (p. 88). 

The blacks hate the mulattoes, and the mulatto breed will not 
maintain itself, as with the independence of the blacks the inti- 
macy between blacks and whites diminishes and must diminish 
(p. 97). 
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The blacks disliked the mulattoes; the mulattoes despised the 
blacks, and would not intermarry with them (p. 213). 

The intensity of the prejudice against the half-breeds^ 
however, is now moderated in the colonies by the restrain- 
ing power of the government. Its free expression was 
exhibited in Hayti soon after the massacre and expulsion 
of the whites, when, it is stated, 15,000 mulattoes were put 
to death within two years. The number of the killed may 
be exaggerated, indeed, but there is no room for a doubt 
as to the motive for their slaughter. 

Too much stress should not be laid, as has been said^ 
upon the conduct of the Negroes in the West Indian 
colonies and republics, for the reason already given that 
the circumstances of the blacks in those countries, and 
especially the conditions of government under which they 
live, are too widely different from those which affect the 
blacks in the United States to afford much ground for 
instructive comparison. There is instruction, however,, 
without instituting any kind of comparison, in a compre- 
hensive view of the actual past and present conditions of 
the black race in St. Domingo; for the reason that there 
alone has the Negro enjoyed for a long period the oppor- 
tunity to exhibit his capacity for self-government, in an 
indepedent field, and under circumstances favorable to his. 
self development, if the spirit of development is in him ;. 
and for the further reason that under such peculiar con- 
ditions only can we learn what are the essential charac- 
teristics of the material with which we have to do in 
forcing or aiding his development under the conditions. 
of our own making and inheritance. 

The view that is offered for our contemplation is not a 
pleasing one; but there is no other; and it must be pre- 
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sented here for the information of those who are not 
famiHar with it, and for the consideration of some others 
among us who are perhaps too much inclined to follow 
blindly the dictates of political expediency or of philan- 
thropical sentiment without regard to the facts and lessons 
of history. 

Mr. Froude's book, The English in the West Indies, 
supplies all the information that is needed for our purpose, 
and in concise form. The history and present status of 
the Island of St. Domingo are summarized by him as 
follows : 

St. Domingo, of which Ha)rti is the largest division, was the 
earliest island discovered by Columbus, and the finest in the Car- 
ribean Ocean. The Spaniards found there a million or two of 
mild and innocent Indians whom . . . they converted off the 
face of the earth, working them to death in their mines and plan- 
tations. They filled their places with blacks from Africa. They 
colonized, they built cities; they throve and prospered for nearly 
200 years, when Hayti was taken from them and made a French 
province. The French kept it till the Revolution. They built 
towns; they laid out farms and sugar fields; they planted coffee 
all over the island, where it now grows wild. Vast herds of 
cattle roamed over the mountains; splendid houses rose over the 
rich savannahs. The French Church put out its strength; there 
were churches and priests in every parish. So firm was the hold 
that they had gained that Ha)rti, like Cuba, seemed to have been 
made a part of the old world, and as civilized as France itself. 
The revolution came, and the reign of Liberty. The blacks took 
arms; they surprised the plantations; they made a clean sweep 
of the whole French population. . . . The island being thus 
derelict, Spain and England both tried their hand to recover it, 
but failed . . . and a black nation, with a republican constitu- 
tion and a population perhaps of about a million and a half of 
pure blood Negroes has since been in unchallenged possession, 
and has arrived at the condition which has been described to us 
by Sir Spencer St. John (p. 182). 
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Morals in the technical sense they have none; but they cannot 
be said to sin, because they have no knowledge of a law. They 
are naked and not ashamed. They sin, but they sin only as ani- 
mals, without shame, because there is no sense of doing wrong. 
In fact, these poor children of darkness have escaped the conse- 
quences of the Fall, and must have come of another stock after 
all (p. 50). 



Evidently, they belonged to a race far inferior to the Zulus 
and Caffres, whom I had known in South Africa. They would 
have been slaves in their own country, if they had not been 
brought to ours ; and at the worst had lost nothing by the change 

(p. 49). 



The West Indian Negro is conscious of his own defects . . . 
and with a century or two of wise administration might prove 
that his inferiority is not inherent (p. 98). 



A religion which will keep the West Indian blacks from falling 
back into devil-worship is still to seek (p. 234). 



Immorality is so universal that it almost ceases to be a fault 
. . . it is the rule. In spite of schools and missionaries, seventy 
per cent, of the children now born among them are illegitimate. 
Young people make experiment of one another before they will 
enter into any closer connection. So far they are no worse than 
in our own English islands, where the custom is equally general ; 
but behind the religiosity, there lies active and alive the horrible 
revival of the West African superstitions; the serpent- worship, 
and the child-sacrifice, and the cannibalism. The facts are noto- 
rious. ... A few years ago persons guilty of these infamies 
were tried and punished; now they are left alone because to 
prosecute and convict them would be to acknowledge the truth 
of the indictment. 
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The blacks, as long as they were slaves, were docile and partly 
civilized . . . but the effect of leaving the Negro nature to itself 
is apparent at last. . . . There is no sign, not the slightest, that 
the generality of the race are improving either in intelligence or 
moral habits; all the evidence is the other way. . . . The gener- 
ality are mere good-natured animals. . . . The customs of Da- 
homey have not yet shown themselves in the English West Indies 
and never can while the English authority is maintained; but no 
custom of any kind will be found in a Negro hut or village from 
which his most sanguine friend can derive a hope that he is on 
the way to mending himself. Ninety years of Negro self-govern- 
ment have had their use in showing what it really means. . . . 
The movement is backward, not forward (pp. 343, 344, 348). 

There is unlimited testimony, covering the period of the 
past fifty years, to support all and more than all that Mr. 
Froude has asserted. We need not multiply witnesses, 
however, who differ only in their ability to express them- 
selves in strong language. Nor need we repeat their 
comments on the state of aflfairs which they describe. It 
is enough to say, instead: i. That there is evidently a 
strong and confirmed prejudice on the part of the white 
residents of the West Indies, of whatever nationality, 
against the Negro. 2. That there are ample and 
increasing grounds for the prejudice, aside from political 
relations. 3. That there is the same reason, no more nor 
less, for the exhibition of the same prejudice on the part 
of the white people of the Southern States towards the 
Negroes in the Southern States — since the Negroes in 
those States are members of the same peculiar and hapless 
sub-family of the African race to which the Ha)rtain Negro 
belongs.* 4. And finally it should be added that: our 



*The identity of the Negroes on the continent of America with those of 
St. Domingo and other West Indian islands is too often lost sight of; it 
should be kept prominently in view. The authoritative statement of their 
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general review of the relations of the white man and 
Negro — a review which has included, so far as practicable, 
the conduct of white men of nearly every nation in the 
civilized world in their association with the black men 
under every variety of government and condition — has 
afforded us no single instance of the absence of the preju- 
dice among any people, or of its weakening in the slightest 
degree, in any course of time, in any country where the 
occasion is presented for its exhibition. 

There is, therefore, no basis whatever in all our knowl- 
edge of the conduct of the white race generally, for the 
expectation that the antipathy of the white man of the 
Southern States to the Negro will ever be appreciably 
moderated. 



common origin, and of their distinctive physical marks — without going into 
details of structural perculiarities — is as follows: 

"Negro, a name properly applied to the races inhabiting the African 
continent, principally between latitude lo" N. and 20° S., and to their 
descendants in the old and new world. . . . The term Negro denotes an 
ideal type distinguished by certain physical characters, such as are seen in 
the people of the coast of Guinea, viz.: black skin, woolly hair, flat nose, 
thick everted lips, and a prognathous form of skull. Negroes occupy about 
one-half of Africa, excluding the Northern and Southern extremities. Out 
of Africa they are found . . . throughout America and the West Indies." 
— American Encyclopaedia. Art. Negro. 



VII. 
A Trilemma. 

There is no basis for the expectation that the antipathy 
between the white man and the Negro will ever be appre- 
ciably moderated. The two races in America will remain 
apart, in obedience to a law that is so nearly if not wholly 
universal in its operation that we are compelled to regard 
it as a fundamental law of human nature, and, therefore, 
beyond hope of repeal or evasion. 

These assertions and assumptions are of the most 
momentous character, truly, and ever)rthing depends on 
their truth. The Negro question is practically a question 
of the future relations of the white and colored people in 
America; and this question easily resolves itself again 
into the ultimate inquiry as to the probable persistence or 
decline of the race-prejudice in the mind of the white man 
of the South. This last, then, is the all-important ques- 
tion which remains to be considered. We can agree or 
disagree about much of what has gone before, and be little 
the worse for disagreement in any event. We can not 
afford to make any mistake in taking the next step. 

Is it probable that the white people of the South, for 
any reason or motive, under any circumstances that are 
likely to arise, will ever regard the Negroes among whom 
they live with much less aversion, — or with more favor, 
if that term be preferred, — than they now entertain 
towards them? 

The answer must be an emphatic, unqualified negative, 
if we can determine the probable future conduct of the 
people in question by what we know of their past and 

91 
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present conduct, and of their sentiment and disposition, 
however manifested. For, what single reason have we to 
expect a change in any of these respects ? No such reason 
presents itself to ordinary minds, assuredly. The preju- 
dice of race has always been exhibited, and is still 
exhibited, by every white man, woman and child in the 
South. It is rooted in the minds of fifteen millicxis of 
people. Argument does not touch it. All the pleadings 
and protests and threats and blows that have been 
employed to modify it have not affected it in any indi- 
vidual mind, — save to confirm and strengthen it. It is 
stronger today, if possible, than ever before. It is so 
strong that it laughs at the suggestion of yielding. 

There is not a white person in the old Slave States — 
not one — who advocates a change in any respect in the 
social relations of the two races; not one entertains the 
thought of change. 

The existing status is perfectly satisfactory to all those 
who alone can change it; and is jealously maintained by 
them. They regard as enemies all who would overthrow 
or even disturb it. Their whole energy is directed to pre- 
serving the situation as it is, from the first approach 
toward a change. 

The evidence and results of this disposition cannot be 
overlooked or misunderstood, and have been fully exhib- 
ited in a preceding chapter. The whites and blacks of 
mature age, it was shown, are absolutely separated in 
every relation of life which would require them to meet 
under even the semblance of equality. The white and 
black youths are only farther apart than their parents. 
The younger and succeeding generations will hold still 
less ground in common. The manifest tendency of the 
two peoples, everywhere, is to drift ever farther away 
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from each other. There is no single bond or force to 
counteract or check this tendency ; there are ten thousand 
strong forces in ceaseless operation to confirm and pro- 
mote it. Assuredly, there is nothing — ^nothing — in the 
conduct and known disposition of the Southern white 
people to encourage the slightest hope or expectation that 
they will change either their conduct or disposition 
towards their black neighbors; and assuredly these, on 
the other hand, can neither compel nor induce such a 
change. 

Do not these bare assertions faithfully depict, so far as 
they go, the position and relations of the white and black 
peoples in the South ? And do not they go far enough ? 
They are the plain, unvarnished statements of the most 
conspicuous feature in the present condition of our 
country, and their substantial verity can not be honestly 
denied. 

Yet, if they be true, who can estimate their tremendous 
importance? They are fraught with so grave meaning, 
when fully understood, that it is not strange that thought- 
ful men, North and South, have been slow to advance 
them or accept them; and have tried rather to persuade 
themselves that the facts are not as they appear to be, 
or to avoid facing them altogether until now. They mean 
the assured failure of the great work the American people 
have been engaged in for twenty years, — ^the work of 
making American citizens of several millions of African 
people occupying the same soil with us. They mean not 
only that the Negro question has not been settled, but that 
it is not in the way of settlement, and will never be thus 
settled. 

Shall we then accept this as the true statement of our 
condition, and act on it ? This would seem to be the wise 
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cx>urse; but, unfortunately, it is not the course that is 
being pursued. There are some, if not many, among us — 
among our public men especially — who cannot or will not 
see what is so plainly to be seen. They accept part of 
the statement as true, and reject the rest; or accept the 
whole in substance and reject the inevitable conclusion 
that is drawn from it. They see the situation as it is, but 
cannot accept the assertion of its continuance and conse- 
quences. They see that the races remain wholly separated, 
that the gulf between them is widening — ^and yet hope that 
they will unite. They recognize the existence and potent 
operation of the race-prejudice in all lands and in all ages, 
and yet expect it to fade out, sooner or later, in the 
Southern States of North America — where its intensity 
and energy have ever found their fullest expression. 

What are the grounds of this hope and expectation? 
Briefly stated, they are two-fold. The more familiar 
ground is that, under the favoring conditions of general 
"education" and "development," the Negroes will be 
brought more and more nearly to the level of the white 
race; that the prejudice against them will naturally sub- 
side as they rise to that level; and that the process of 
assimilation will be made effective, and will be hastened, 
by the knowledge of the white people that the two races 
are hopelessly doomed to compulsory association, and 
must assume equal, or nearly equal, relations for the good 
of both. The less familiar ground, perhaps, is that the 
presence of a large mulatto population in the South shows 
conclusively that the race-prejudice has not served to keep 
the races apart hitherto, and that it may be expected to 
prove less of a barrier in future, under the conditions 
already suggested. We may safely consider these two 
lines of argument together; for it will be found on 
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investigation that they are intimately related, wide apart 
as they appear to be at the first glance. 

The force of the argument which is based on the 
presence of the "colored" people in the South is applied, 
of course, in the form of the contention that if the blood 
itself of the two races was so far commingled in the 
slavery period, and despite the operation of the prejudice 
which waa then in full play, it can be reasonably expected 
that the most harmonious relations, civil and social, short 
of general and legalized miscegenation, will eventually 
take the place of the former irregular and intimate associa- 
tion. This way of reasoning has found much favor in cer- 
tain quarters. Let us consider it on its merits. 

In the first place, the number of "Mulattoes," strictly 
classified — that is, the immediate offspring of white and 
black parents — is very much smaller than is commonly 
supposed. The "colored people" in the South constitute a 
very considerable part of the population, but the mulatto 
is the exception among their number. There are likewise 
fewer quadroons than mulattoes, arid the proportion of 
colored persons having one-eighth or one-sixteenth of 
Negro blood in their veins is relatively smaller still. The 
intermixture of blood between the mulatto and the Negro, 
on the other hand, is manifested by the countless grada- 
tions of color which gradually darken from the hue of 
the mulatto to that of the black, until they are lost in the 
shadows of the pure Negro type. The individuals who 
manifest these gradations are of course correspondingly 
numerous. The gradations of hue below that of the 
mulatto, in other words, mark the vast majority of the 
"colored" people. The gradations above his are few in 
fact, and those who exhibit the lighter hues are a small 
and conspicuous class in the Southern States. Small as is 
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the number, moreover, of those who must be ranked as 
mulattoes, quadroons, etc. — ^that is, all persons of and 
above the grade of mulatto— even that number is largely 
made up of the descendants of parents of mixed blood, 
the strong tendency of members of this class having 
always been to marry among themselves. There are not 
a few of these lighter-colored people, in the South, who 
can trace their legitimate descent for several generations. 
Some of them, indeed, were themselves slaveholders. In 
some of the Southern cities they constitute a distinct com- 
munity of highly respectable people, living to themselves 
for the most part, and having little in common with their 
darker-skinned neighbors save the common heritage of a 
reproach which attaches to any, even the slightest, taint of 
African blood. 

Two important facts stand out prominently in this view 
of the admixture of blood which has already been effected, 
and on which so much stress had been placed. The first 
fact is that there has been comparatively little of such 
admixture at the first step. The second and more impor- 
tant fact is that the process is never continued beyond a 
few steps farther, and halts abruptly at the point where it 
promises to prove effective by the obliteration of the 
Negro t)rpe in an individual who shall still represent the 
union of the two diverse strains of blood. Such an indi- 
vidual may indeed exist in America ; but, if so, he wisely 
holds his peace as to his pedigree. The octoroon is nearly 
white, and is usually attractive in person. He is free to 
marry in his own class, or below it ; but he is as far from 
marrying a white woman as was his blackest ancestor. 
And so of the mythical individual whose case we have just 
considered. 
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Nor is this all. The white blood "tells" even where it 
is greatly adulterated. The octoroon and mulatto are 
free to marry below their grade, indeed, but they are not 
prone to avail themselves of this privilege. Shut out from 
marriage or association with the whites, in turn they shut 
out the blacks, and form what has now become a fixed 
intermediate class, or compound race. The shades of 
color between their complexion and black are not the result 
of marriage, for the most part, but of the favor accorded 
in the slave period to the possession of some share of the 
white man's blood and qualities. And, finally, the birth 
of a mulatto, quadroon, octoroon, out of wedlock, is of 
rare occurrence since the war, and is, indeed, almost 
unknown. 

The process which once priMnised to solve the Negro 
problem eventually has been arrested absolutely by the 
Negro's emancipation. The "colored people" are increas- 
ing, if at all, only by the natural increase from colored 
parentage; the Negroes are absorbing the darker shades 
next to their own; the current of fresh white blood 
flowing into "colored" veins has been stayed; instead of 
having two races to consider, we have practically three, 
and this fact has been found already to have an important 
bearing upon every phase of the Negro problem in the 
South. 

The argument from the facts of miscegenation, as 
practiced to some extent in the past, has not withstood the 
test of examination, up to this point, and more yet may 
be said in evidence of its utter invalidity. The intercourse 
between the races, so far as any intercourse has taken 
place, has always been absolutely confined to the white 
man and Negro woman. Regarded as an evidence of the 
weakness of racial barriers, therefore, it is at once deprived 
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of half its force, and one more consideration will deprive 
it of the remaining half. The instances of such inter- 
course were not numerous, as we have seen. But even 
where intercourse occurred, it had its sole motive in the 
basest passions of human nature; was wholly of a 
criminal character, and was limited to the criminal asso- 
ciation. The offspring of such unions was disowned by 
one of its parents, and was a life-long disgrace to the 
other, who was, moreover,, contemned as an inferior by 
her own child. There has never been the slightest progress 
toward racial assimilation or association on any other line 
than this, and assuredly there is nothing in this sort of 
progress to encourage the most sanguine to look forward 
to the establishment of more open and more legitimate 
relations in future between the two, or three, races. 

Still another phase of this general subject requires more 
attention than has been given to it. It has been said that 
the white blood "tells" even when adulterated. The fact 
is that it asserts the characteristics of the type of race 
from which it is drawn, wherever and in whatever degree 
it is found to exist. Some of the plainer manifestations 
of these characteristics may be noted. 

The intelligence, the general aptitude for affairs of 
every sort, business, political and otherwise, as well as the 
degree of culture, of the "colored" man, are ever closely 
measured by the degree of whiteness in his skin. It is 
the recognition of this fact that causes the lighter-colored 
people to associate together and marry among themselves. 
It is an instance of natural selection of one kind, a striking 
instance of the persistence of the law to whose infraction 
these people owe their very existence. Like must consort 
with like, however the likeness is derived. The bare fact 
of the superiority of the lighter-rcolored people to the 
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blacks, at any rate, is generally, if not universally, recog- 
nized by whites, colored, and blacks alike. It is instructive 
to note, for example, how surely, and as a matter of 
course, colored men take the leadership in all matters 
and on occasions in which the colored and black people 
have common part. They have been the political leaders 
of the race with which they are identified ever since that 
race entered the political field. The history of every 
Southern State, since the war, affords all the evidence 
needed to support this assertion. The colored men came 
promptly to the front, and to the top, at the outset of the 
Reconstruction Era, as the white people know to their 
cost, and retained their leadership to the end, despite their 
small numbers. There were exceptional cases, of course ; 
but the rule was writ large, and is still in force. It should 
be added that many of the later exceptions were noto- 
riously due to the existence of a prejudice in the minds of 
the blacks against their lighter-colored cousins ; and that 
this prejudice was due in part to their complexion, and in 
part to the awakening of the more ambitious black men to 
the fact above mentioned, that the colored men, by virtue 
of superior knowledge, capacity and management, enjoyed 
far more than their numerical share of political offices, 
influence and rewards. 

The only representative of the colored population who 
ever reached a seat in the United States Senate was nearly 
white. The most prominent black man in Congress during 
the Reconstruction period was a citizen of Massachusetts, 
and owed his elevation to the advantage of having 
received a complete education at a time when his black and 
colored fellows in the South were on the lowest plane of 
ignorance. Other exceptional cases need not be discussed ; 
it is enough that they are exceptions, and taken altogether 



100 AN APPEAL TO PHARAOH. 

they scarcely affect the rule. In the absence of white 
Republican leaders and of their ready-witted colored 
lieutenants, the white people of the Southern States would 
have found small difficulty in overthrowing the Recon- 
struction Grovemments long before they were overthrown ; 
if indeed, those governments could ever have been estab- 
lished. 

It is the statement of a plain fact, indeed, that the hopes 
of the Republican politicians of the North, for the main- 
tenance of their party in the South, were built upon the 
"colored" voters, and have no other foundation to this 
day. The failure of "Negro suffrage" in the South is 
owing to the comparatively small number of colored voters 
of the lighter shades. The experiment of Negpro suffrage 
would doubtless never have been, made with Neg^roes 
alone. The most glaring abuse of slavery — ^the demoral- 
ization and debauching of the slaves by unprincipled 
white men — made "Reconstruction" possible. The hybrid 
of the white man's begetting became the ready instnmient 
of the sorest punishment and deepest humiliation that the 
white race, or any race, was ever subjected to, — ^the rule 
of their own newly emancipated slaves. The white peo- 
ple of the South, at any rate, have abundant reason to 
regret that any of their number ever transgressed the 
natural limits which separate the diflFerent orders of man- 
kind. Like every other natural law, the law that keeps 
the races apart carries its penalty in its bosom in some 
form, and we may be sure that it will vindicate itself as 
often as it is defied. 

The race-problem, it is seen, has been rendered but the 
more complicated by the introduction of the intermediate 
race. Instead of proving the weakness of the racial bar- 
riers, or tending to remove them, the result of fusion, so 
far as fusion progressed, has been to raise an additional 
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barrier, and to bring the old prejudice into stronger relief 
than before. Without going into this subject at any 
greater length, certain obvious facts and conclusions may 
be concisely stated. 

The prejudice of the white man as manifested towards 
the Negro is manifested towards the combined white-and- 
Negro in no less degree. The mulatto inherits the senti- 
ment with his blood, and exhibits its force as far as he 
can, in his circumstances. The "taint" of Negro blood 
clings to it so far as its presence can be detected or is 
suspected. The prejudice to which it is ever subject is 
most aggressively manifested towards the persons who 
are least tainted, — ^those who are nearest in racial position 
to the white man. The very hopelessness of the black's 
case wins for him from the white man a measure of recog- 
nition and of guarded association which is denied to the 
almost white man. If the Negro race were wholly sup- 
planted on American soil by a race of mulattoes, or even 
of octoroons, the race problem would be so far from 
approaching a solution that it would be at least as per- 
plexing and as fraught with present difficulty and promise 
of future trouble as is the Neg^o problem of today. If the 
Negro shall ever rise, or be raised, in the scale of 
humanity, despite the weights and drawbacks which 
nature has imposed on him, to the very much higher plane 
now occupied by his colored cousin, or to any height, there 
is every reason to believe that he will encounter only the 
more prejudice and opposition on that account from both 
the white man and the colored man, with whom he will 
be brought the more into competition and conflict. And, 
finally, it requires to be said, that if all the Negroes and 
colored people in the South should be raised, by any 
means, to the highest level of attainment and achievement 
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now occupied by the most intelligent and educated indi- 
viduals of their race, there is assuredly nothing in the 
experience of these individuals to warrant the belief that 
the present disposition and conduct of the white people 
would be modified in the least degree. 

If these statements and conclusions shall be accepted as 
true — and it is difficult to imagine how or where their sub- 
stantial truth can be called into question — we need touch 
but lightly on the scheme of "educating" and ''developing" 
the black and colored people, as a means of solving the 
race problem in America. They should be educated and 
developed, undoubtedly ; and to the utmost extent of the 
capacity of the Nation to promote the good work. Our 
duty is plain in this matter, and is generally recognized. 
In any event the condition of the Negroes and colored 
people themselves will be improved in many ways by 
the work of the school teacher, and there is need for 
improvement. There is, however, no apparent ground for 
the claim, or expectation, that the relations of the races in 
the South will be changed for the better by the education 
of the black and colored race, or by the improvement of 
their condition which education may be expected to pro- 
duce. There are not a few well-educated colored men in 
the South, and the number of black and colored men who 
have acquired considerable property by their skill and 
industry we are told is considerable. There is no evidence 
anywhere, however, that the possession of educational or 
other advantages has ever secured for any black or colored 
man the slightest abatement of the prejudice exhibited 
toward his race in general. 

The always bitter and sometimes bloody political con- 
tests in the South, we must believe, have been caused by 
the efforts of intelligent and educated colored men to 
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assert the rights of their race, which efforts have failed 
for the most part because of the ignorance and want of 
discipline of the mass of the black and colored voters. It 
goes without saying that, in proportion as they shall 
become better educated, the Negroes will expect and 
demand more consideration in the division of public 
offices, and will be better prepared to maintain their 
demands. How this will tend to promote division on 
other than race lines, or will improve the present relations 
between the several races, it is impossible to conceive. 
The blacks are allowed practically no representation now, 
alike where they number but a handful and where they are 
in overwhelming majority. The treatment which they 
receive in politics is plainly the result of an unwillingness 
even to share political honors and power with them in any 
measure. It is not likely that the prejudice against them 
will be at all subdued when they shall claim their political 
portion in full measure and shall endeavor to seize it, with 
or without the aid of the general government.* 

The question recurs, what single substantial ground has 
he, or have we, to expect that the Negro, or colored man, 
will ever attain, under any circumstances, to any sort of 
fellowship with the white man which is now denied by the 
white man to both, and is denied in large part to the 



*The differences and lines between the parties in the South are deeper 
than any questions of policy or principle or patronage. They are the dif- 
ferences and lines between Anglo-Saxon and Ethiopian, between former 
master and former slave, between aggregated capital and aggregated labor, 
between a race kept down by sentiment, custom, inheritance and necessity 
and a race forced by sentiment, custom, inheritance and necessity to kee^ 
it down. The evils will increase with time. As the two races increase 
they will crowd each other within their territory, and the struggle for place 
and foothold will become stronger and harder; as the educated class 
increases ahiong the negroes, its pressure against the confining, repressive 
forces above will be more serious, and the friction will be more irritating 
to both sides. — A. B. Williams^ in Harper's Weekly. 
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Negro by the colored man? Does not the history of 
Hayti teach us indeed that, even if the white man were 
compelled to abandon the Southern States altogether, the 
race problem would remain to be settled between the black 
man and the colored man ? Remove one of the three races, 
and the other two will still be divided. How then shall 
we expect the three to dwell together in harmony? And 
how shall we expect the white man of the South, of all 
men, to concede to both the colored man and the black 
man the right to rule over him, or to take an effective part 
in their common government, which is denied by the 
Negro to the white man in every place where the former is 
in position to dictate the terms of their relationship? It 
may indeed be possible for such a state of things to come 
to pass in America. But it appears to be impossible, if 
only because it is contrary to every teaching and sugges- 
tion of history and present experience, and to the dis- 
tinguishing and most deeply-rooted principles of the white 
race, as a race. The experiment of trying to fuse two 
unlike, unequal, and unwilling races of men into one body 
politic, under circumstances where compulsion was out of 
question, and where every innate sentiment of exclusion 
and antagonism was developed and strengthened by the 
long continued influences of the enslavement of the one 
race, and confirmed and intensified by the peculiar events 
which terminated that most unfavorable relation — was 
certainly unique in the recorded history of nations; and 
was probably predestined to failure from its beginning. 
Its success would still be doubtful, we are forced to 
believe, even if the white people of the former Slave 
States had entered upon the novel venture of their own 
will ; under the impulse of whatever strong motive ; with 
unanimous purpose; and under the most favorable con- 
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ditions of time and circumstance that could be imagined. 
In view of the actual past and present conditions, the hope 
of any measure of success is the dream of a fanatic or a 
fool. 

Having failed miserably at every step, so far as it has 
been tried, fraught with the assurance of illimitable evils 
to both races, and barren of promise of any good result 
to either race — why press the rash endeavor farther, if we 
can find, or make, any other way out of our difficulties ? 



Vila.* 

Race Differences. 

A. Differences of Faculty and Character, — But, per- 
haps, it may be said that the existence of even these radical 
differences does not prove that the Negro is inferior to the 
white man; or that the two races cannot dwell together 
on the same soil in harmony, and on terms of equality, 
and to their mutual advantage. The first part of this 
proposition may be true. The second part is not. The 
peculiarities of the Negro may even be accepted as the 
evidence of his superiority, latent or otherwise, and still 
it would be undesirable for him to live on the same soil 
with the white man. So long as his peculiarities remain 
they must continue to keep the races apart as we are com- 
pelled to believe in the absence of evidence to the con- 
trary. The application of the argument might be reversed, 
but its force would not be modified. We might dwell 
together without actually warring, but our relations would 
not be those of harmony, and probably would not be to 
our mutual advantage. The experiment contains no 
reasonable prospect of real good for him or for us, as it 
has certainly yielded no good results in the past. If his 
is the superior race, he will dominate us eventually; if 
ours is the superior, we will continue to dominate him. 
If the races are equal, so long as he remains unlike us 
there will be distrust and conflict. Our unlikeness has 



*[NoTE. — This chapter does not appear in the first printed 
edition. It is part of the "first manuscript," which I have 
arranged and here interpolated, in the manner indicated in the 
Introduction. — Editor.] 
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determined his present unfortunate position and will 
always operate to his disadvantage while the white race 
is strong enough to hold the mastery. 

A mere difference of opinion concerning him has kept 
the white race in America divided into two peoples until 
now, and led to one of the bloodiest wars in the world's 
history. Are the radical differences between him and 
us likely to prove less aggressive and dangerous? There 
is not room in America, we say, and say truly, for two 
nations of white people, and like people, to dwell side 
by side. Is there room for two nations of unlike people 
to dwell within the same boundaries ! 

And, be it remembered, the unlikeness is not confined 
to appearance and structure only. The peculiarities of 
type which stamp the Negro are not without their effects, 
or their correspondences, at least, in his character and 
conduct. The inferiority — or eccentricity, if that word 
be more acceptable — which is broadly indicated by his 
physical marks, finds expression in his daily life, in ways 
which cannot fail to affect materially and always his rela- 
tions with a race from which he is thus distinguished. 
Differences of appearance only might, be reconciled, or 
ignored, in association, under special dispensation of the 
humanities, if the whole white race in America were 
moved thereto by a common and lasting motive more 
powerful than any with which we are acquainted. So 
much cannot be hoped for in view of differences of habit, 
thought, sentiment, which seem to be as fixed as any 
modes of human existence can be. * * * 

In works of art, skill, science, invention, literature, in 
the whole field of human enterprise, endeavor, design and 
discovery, in every respect that can be named, the Negro 
is far behind the lowliest families of the white race in 
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the evidences he has to confer in support of his claim to 
present or possible equality. He has nowhere and never 
risen, by any degree, without helping hands to lift him. 
When the help has been withdrawn, he has sunk quickly 
back to his former place of existence. What does this 
mean? 

Let every man consider the record, and answer for him- 
self. 

To me it seems that, in addition to his other peculiar- 
ities, the Negro is characterized by this peculiarity of 
mental habit; that the creative, designing, organizing, 
inventive faculty is wanting or undeveloped in his com- 
position. He uses the implements, of every kind, that the 
white man makes and shows him the use of. He makes 
no instrument or machine for himself. He works with 
his hands when he works alone. I will not try to state 
his pecularities in this respect further than I have done, 
but what is meant may be indicated by an example. The 
place of the Negro fireman in the engine room of the 
factory, seems to be the place of his race amid the 
machinery of the progress of the nations. I do not thint 
for a moment that I have clearly pointed out the deficiency 
or peculiarity which is indeed only suggested here. Per- 
haps it is enough to have suggested it. That there is a 
radical difference of some sort between the white man 
and the Negro in the respect now under consideration I 
am satisfied will be conceded by every one who is familiar 
with the Negro character. Just wherein that difference 
lies I cannot say. * * * 

I shall lay no stress on the low grade of morality which 
is popularly assigned to the black man in America as well 
as elsewhere. His shortcomings in this respect in this 
country may well be the result of his prolonged servitude, 
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and, at any rate so far as we are his judges, he is entitled 
to the full benefit of the doubt. I believe, too, that he has 
improved since his emancipation. * * * 

Stealing is believed in the South to be "natural" to the 
Negro, and honest members of his race are indeed too 
rarely met with. I am not sure, however, that this partic- 
ular offence is not committed partly on principle. While 
he was a slave, it was a common saying with him that it 
was "no sin to steal from tfie white folks" — the idea 
being vaguely presented to his mind that property could 
not steal property, and that there was no actual transfer, 
and therefore no loss to his master. The impression, 
moreover, has survived slavery, that the white people of 
America owe him a large debt in the form of overdue 
wages for two centuries of labor. The greater part of his 
thieving, again, has been to obtain food, and he excuses 
his weakness on the ground of his wants, or those of a 
family whose needs his scanty wages cannot always sup- 
ply. He is right, he knows, in his promise as to a claim 
for back-pay; perhaps he is not greatly to be blamed, 
under the circumstances, if the logic of hunger and cold 
leads him to draw wrong conclusions in a substantial form. 

B. Structural Differences. — ^The powerful odor which 
emanates from his skin, under certain conditions, is a 
distinctive characteristic of the Negro. No other living 
creature shares this peculiarity of the tropical African; 
as none shares the peculiar hair which he wears. The two 
marks, or the first named, at least, would appear to sug- 
gest, again, a peculiar constitution of his tissues, and this 
suggestion is supported by the well-known fact that he is 
largely, if not wholly, exempt from certain forms of 
disease to which the white man is highly susceptible, and 
by reason of this difference, whatever it be, the Negro 
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is enabled to live in regions of country, and to thrive there, 
where a few hours' stay would mean almost certain death 
.to any white person. It has long been asserted by medical 
authorities that the Negro in the yellow fever districts of 
the world is nearly or quite exempt from the ravages of 
even that sweeping pestilence, and the theory has been 
advanced and maintained, with some array of evidence, 
and that the yellow fever poison originated in the slave 
ships on the middle passage and spread from them 
whithersoever they went, performing its ghastly work 
only when it entered the veins of the lighter colored races. 
If these beliefs and assertions are true, even in part, 
and those with reference to the exemption of the black 
man from malarial influences, are notoriously true, it is 
certain, at least, that the difference in the color of the 
skin indicates underlying differences of a more important 
character, which, however advantageous to the black man, 
by so much widen the physical gulf that separates the two 
races in America. 

^^ ^^ ^^ ^n ^n ^h f^ ^n 

As to the conformation of the particular group of bones 
which cap the human skeleton, and which enclose the mass 
and determine the capacity and effectiveness of the brain 
in the living man, or which are determined by it, if 
any one prefer that way of speaking, something more 
requires to be said. The difference here is startlingly 
conspicuous, and can hardly be accorded too much 
importance in the consideration of any question concern- 
ing the present and future relations of the white and black 
races. 

The reader who cares to see the difference here indi- 
cated plainly set forth before his eye, may consult an 
authority which is generally accessible, which is a standard 
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of accuracy, and, what is of moment for the purpose of 
this discussion, whose testimony will be accepted every- 
where as wholly disinterested. The illustrations accom- 
panying the definition of the term "Facial Angle" in 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary show in the plainest 
possible way the established and accepted variation of the 
type of the African skull from the type of the Caucasian 
skull, and show besides — ^by introducing a third type, for 
comparison with the second and first — ^the significance and 
tendency of such variation too clearly to require further 
suggestion. 

Some there are, as has been said, who have leapt to 
a conclusion, and have assigned the Negro a place in 
the scale of being determined by the geometrical index 
we are now considering. But the demonstration demon- 
strates too much and its conclusion returns to confound 
those who would employ it. If "facial angles" prove 
anything, they prove that the negro is not more nearly 
related to the anthropoid ape than to ourselves, at any 
rate ; and we may well beware of adding to our responsi- 
bilities and embarrassments, while seeking to lessen them. 
The race problem is difficult enough and perplexing 
enough as it is ; let us not lightly complicate it still further. 

Avoiding dangerous extremes and stopping short of 
rash judgments, however, there is still matter for calm 
reflection and plain speaking in the fact which the great 
lexicon presents for our contemplation. If the white 
man's skull is the standard of racial superiority, the Negro 
is an inferior order of man, and this inferiority is organic 
and radical. The whole question of the origin of the two 
races, and of all races, of men, is thus opened to us ; but 
we need not enter into its labyrinths, to which we have 
no satisfactory clue, and which lead, in every direction. 
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into profound darkness. It is enough for us : ( i ) That, 
if they had a common origin, the white man has developed, 
structurally, while the Negro has remained at a standstill, 
or has failed to keep pace, and has certainly made no 
progress upward within the period of our knowledge of 
him. (2) That if we had a common origin and the 
white man has not developed, but has only retained his 
original type, then the Negro has as certainly degenerated. 
(3) That, if neither of these hypotheses be true, and we 
had not a common origin, then are we in fact, as in 
appearance, unrelated species of humanity. Or (4) That, 
having a common origin, under the influence of some 
powerful impulse, we have diverged widely from the 
common type; and the primal impulse — whether it was 
from within or without, was natural, or was super- 
naturally impressed on each race — was strong enough to 
have separated us (and all other races) and driven us 
apart, and kept us apart, from the beginning until now. 

From every point of view, the same aspect of the 
Negro's isolated or separate position is presented. His Is 
an inferior race, as determined by our standard; or is a 
widely different race, if that standard cannot be applied 
to him. If he is descended from an independent stock, 
that should settle all questions concerning our relations 
with him. If he is descended from the same stock with us, 
or one nearly related to it, then indeed has he descended; 
and strong indeed must have been the downward impulse 
in his essential nature, or received from some mysterious 
power without, to have carried him so far in the direction 
of the quadrumana as to have produced in him and fixed 
in him a configuration of skull as nearly related to theirs 
as to ours. 

^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ w* ^^ 
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If the Negro has always existed as a Negro, he is not 
one of us. If he has changed, his case is not much better. 
Perhaps thus much may be said : That if we should find 
that the skull of the prehistoric white man was modelled 
after the fashion of the negro skull of today, we would 
not fail to assert that the type of the white man's skull 
has greatly improved in the course of ages. If we should 
find, however, that no material change has taken place in 
the white man's skull, then has the Caucasian type always 
been higher than the African type, unless it can be shown 
that the Negro skull was once like ours; and then the 
proof of his degeneration and present positive inferiority 
becomes irresistible. 

* * * His hair, skin, foot, nerves, muscles, skeleton 
and skull are different from ours. He is a different man- 
ner of man from ourselves. He is very, very far from 
being, structurally, merely a white man with a black skin. 
Whatever he is — inferior, equal, or superior — he is not 
one of us ; and all the statutes. Constitutional amendments, 
and Constitutions that we can make from now until the 
end of time; all that we can do and all that he can do 
will not, and will never change him into our likeness in 
any one particular wherein we are unlike; will never 
make him one of us. He is what he has been for 4,000 
years at least. What he is physically, he will always be 
for aught that we can see or say or hope to the contrary. 
His peculiarities have separated him from all races and 
kept him separate or a slave. They will keep him apart 
from the white man in America. 

However kindly we may regard him, in view of his 
gentle and tractable disposition, itself a mark of his racial 
character — and the fatal mark to which he owes his 
slavery everywhere, his peculiarities are both too obvious 
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« 
and too radical to allow him, of all men, to be made the 

subject of the first continental experiment at race assimi- 
lation, and that with the race which differs from him most 
widely. The people of the South, as a people, have never 
considered the subject in the extreme form in which it is 
here presented ; but they have acted on the facts, without 
studying them, instinctively and in obedience to the laws 
of human nature. The experiment of fusion, or assimi- 
lation or association of any kind, I believe, will never be 
tolerated among them. * * * 



VIII 
The Radical Solution. 

Perhaps we can arrive at a better understanding ol 
the real disposition of the whole people of America 
towards the Negro, and of their probable future sentiment 
and behavior towards him, and can approach at the same 
time more nearly to some common basis of agreement 
among ourselves with regard to the mode of settling the 
problem of which be is the subject, if we consider how 
that problem was thrust upon us — how, that is to say, 
the Negro came to be in America. 

Is not his presence here owing wholly to a very ancient 
and general prejudice against him? 

He was a slave before the Southern planter bought him 
from the Northern shipmaster, who brought him to our 
shores. He was a slave before he was bought by the ship- 
master and received on board the slave-ship. He was 
bought as a slave, and brought here for sale as a slave, 
without the aid or invitation of his late Southern masters, 
who, whatever their subsequent oifences, were certainly 
not responsible for the introduction of Negro slavery into 
the world or into the United States. 

But the question of responsibility for his subjugation 
aside, be it remembered that the Negro was selected for 
his hard fate from among all the nations and races on 
the face of the earth. The slave yoke has been so long 
and so generally imposed on him that it suggests a world- 
wide and abiding recognition of something in his nature 
to invite the treatment he has received. We need not 
call it prejudice, and still the fact remains that many 

XX5 
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nations and peoples, agreeing in little else, have been 
moved by one idea and impulse common to them all, to 
enslave this order of man. Why was he alone chosen for 
this purpose, and why was he alone still held in chains, 
in this Nineteenth century, while the missionaries of the 
master race were preaching the gospel to other black men 
in the African jungles? Was it because he was a Negro; 
because he was a fit and approved subject for slavery? 
This is to concede all that is urged by those who have 
least regard for him, least hope for him. And if not for 
these reasons, then for what reasons ? 

At any rate, let us consider his present position in the 
light of what we know of the circumstances of his coming 
among us. 

We have seen that the sentiment which led to his 
enslavement in America was not and is not confined to the 
white people of the South, or of America. It is older than 
the Federal Union, or the Colonies, is nearly world-wide, 
and has been the cause of his enslavement everywhere. If 
Noah's curse be not accepted as the cause of all the black 
man's misfortunes, the curious story of its fulmination 
must still be regarded as the legendary explanation of a 
historical fact so ancient that -it antedates the writing of 
the book of Genesis itself. However this may be, it is 
not disputed that the Negro was originally brought to 
America by others than Americans ; and was brought by 
force, as a slave, and to be a slave. 

The next statement scarcely admits of serious challenge. 
The Negro would not have been allowed to land in 
America in the first instance, nor later, but for the inten- 
tion to keep him as a slave to the end. 

And is it not also significant that he should submit to 
his lot nearly always and everywhere with so unquestion- 
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ing willingness, so patient docility, so feeble protest! 
Subjection seems to be his second nature, if not his first; 
and his alone. He was brought here to be a slave, at all 
events, because he was known to possess the qualities that 
fitted him for slavery — Heaven help him! And the men 
who enslaved him, who wounded and bound him, who 
tore him from his miserable home and sold him to the 
white man, were men of his own color and blood and 
race. 

Deep indeed must be the slave instinct in the savage 
even, who could sink so low — and stay down so long — ^to 
permit him to practice and profit by a degrading traffic in 
his own flesh ! The curse is in the bone. The slave trade 
still thrives in Africa, though it has been abolished from 
every other land. 

The Negro was brought here to be a slave, and a 
slave he remained for two hundred years, with scarce one 
eflFort to throw off his yoke. His life itself was in the 
hands of his task masters ; yet he lifted no hand to win the 
fruits of that liberty which he saw all around him; and 
this very fatal docility and stolidity was and is accounted 
a virtue to him, by himself and his friends. Strong indeed 
must have been our, and his, conception of the differences 
between us, and the conviction of his inferiority, that 
permitted him to remain a slave so long in this Land of 
the Free, under this government of the people, by the 
people, for the people ! 

And yet another fact. This state of affairs, his sub- 
jection under conditions and in circumstances that made 
the desire on his part to taste one free breath of God's 
free air a crime in our eyes, would have continued until 
now, and for many years to come, in all probability, but 
for the discovery that the slave thus brought here, and 
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held here, was better adapted for residence and labor in 
one part of the country than in another, and his consequent 
transfer to the latitude where he thrived best, and where 
his toil was most profitable to his owner. The conflict 
of material and political interests arising out of his 
unequal distribution brought about the great conflict of 
opinion and arms which led to his emancipation as a stroke 
of diplomacy, of military strategy, a blow at the power 
of his warring master, a sacrifice for the sake and salva- 
tion of the Republic he had so long served, and that was 
about to go to pieces in fighting over the problem his 
presence had raised. His present freedom was an incident 
of the war, and was not contemplated by his liberators 
until it became necessary or advisable for the sake of the 
advantage it promised to one of the contending sections — 
the one which had no remaining property-rights vested 
in him, and which lost nothing, but gained everything, by 
giving him his liberty. 

Is this pushing the probe too deep ? Perhaps so, and it 
is not desired to touch any nerve unnecessarily. There is 
high authority, however, for the assertion last made : 

I appreciate your motive when you suggest the propriety of my 
writing for the public something disclaiming all intention to inter- 
fere with slaves or slavery in the States; but in my judgment it 
would do no good. I have already done this many, many times, 
and it is in print, and open to all who will read. — Mr. Lincoln 
to W. S. Speer, October 23, i860. The Century Magazine, No- 
vember, 1887. 



I met on Monday my Republican associates on the Committee 
of Thirteen, and afterwards the whole committee. With the 
unanimous consent of our section I offered three propositions 
which seemed to me to cover the ground of the suggestion made 
by you through Mr. Weed, as I understood it. First, that the 
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Constitution should never be altered so as to authorize Congress 
to abolish or interfere with slavery in the States. This was ac- 
cepted. — Mr. Seward to Mr. Lincoln, December 26, i860. The 
Century Magazine, November, 1887. 

Does any man in the United States honestly believe that 
the Negro would be free today, that the Negro problem 
would confront us in its present shape, if the cotton plant 
only grew on the shores of the Lakes as it grows on the 
shores of the Gulf; or if black labor could have been as 
profitably employed at the North as at the South? We 
hav,e indeed drifted far apart in character and disposi- 
tion — we of the two sections ; but what if the climate of 
the Southern section extended a few degrees nearer to the 
Pole? There are men and women and children north of 
Mason and Dixon's line today who are called "white 
slaves" by their neighbors, and who are as white as their 
masters. What of these, if their skins were black ? What 
if the Negro had fallen into their place two hundred years 
ago, and had become established there, as he was estab- 
lished on the plantations a few miles south of the mine and 
manufactory ? 

But let this pass. We are all wiser and better now than 
we were, and some may honestly believe that they would 
have been as wise and good as they are, had they lived 
and died one or two centuries ago. 

The Negro was brought here to be and remain a slave. 
That is the main fact. Is it too much to say, on conscience 
that if he had not come when he did, and as he did, and for 
the express purpose for which he came, he would not have 
been allowed to come at all ; or to remain after he landed ? 
Does any man believe for a moment, that, if the Negro 
were not here, and if it were proposed by any person or 
power to bring him here now to take his place among 



120 AN APPEAL TO PHARAOH, 



US, to share our heritage and citizenship, to be established 
here on the footing now conceded to him — or on any other 
footing whatsoever, leaving slavery out of the question — 
he would be allowed to set foot on American soil on any 
terms? 

If there is any doubt as to what our course of conduct 
would be in such an event, it will be solved, perhaps, by 
a consideration of the present demand for the lands held 
by the remnants of the Indian tribes, and of the hot and 
earnest and long continued cry for the Chinese to be 
driven back to their own country — a cry, it may be said 
in passing, that is raised mainly by those who have least 
objection to the African remaining with us, and who most 
loudly clamor for his full and free exercise of all the rights 
and privileges of American citizenship— at a safe distance 
from themselves. We are very much alike. North and 
South, East and West, in some respects, after all.* 



*The Administration and the Chinese. — Some of the Democratic 
papers persist in the endeavor to make party capital out of the Chinese 
immigration question as against the Republicans. They would be wise to 
drop it, because the more the matter is discussed the more clearly will it 
appear that the Administration blundered sadly in handling this subject. 
The treaty, which was negotiated after three years' delay and submitted to 
the Senate with a flourish, contained provisions which would have left the 
door wide open to the influx of Chinese. It prohibited the coming of 
Chinese laborers to the United States during a period of twenty years, but 
said nothing regarding the coming back of Chinese laborers who have left 
the United States with return certificates. This was precisely the point at 
which the greatest dangers and abuses arose under the former treaty. 
These certificates were sold in large numbers in China, and the difficulty 
of distinguishing between Mongolians made their transfer easy. Then, too, 
where a Chinese laborer claimed to have lost his certificate, he was allowed 
to enter on proof that he had had one. In both cases Chinese perjury was 
too much for American law, and the immigrants were sworn through in 
shoals. It is obvious that this could have gone on for a long period under 
the treaty as negotiated. 

The Senate, however, made two amendments, one prohibiting the return 
of Chinese laborers who are not now in the United States, whether holding 
certificates under existing laws or not; and the other providing that no 
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It may be remarked here that a strong and growing 
sentiment has been developed in the Northern States in 
late years, which has found emphatic expression in every 
political platform and in divers other public deliverances, 
in favor of restricting immigration to this country from 
Europe, for the avowed reason that we have admitted 
strangers too freely already, and are threatened with being 
overwhelmed by a flood of foreigners, aliens m thought 
and manner — ^a people different from ourselves. Yet these 
immigrants are white people, and their children cannot 
be distinguished from our own. Would a tide of black 
immigration be welcomed today in any Northern or 



Chinese laborer, of the class permitted to return under the new treaty, 
viz.: those having lawful wives, children or parents in the United States, 
or property therein of the value of $i,ooo, or debts of like amount due and 
pending settlement, shall be permitted to enter the United States by land 
or sea without producing to the proper officer of the customs the return 
certificate required. In other words, after the treaty, as amended by the 
Senate, has been ratified, even such Chinese laborers as have- left the country 
with certificates will not be permitted to return except under the condi- 
tions named, and oral testimony will not be accepted in lieu of a certifi- 
cate. By an inadvertence, the bill passed to put the provisions of the 
treaty in force, immediately upon its ratification, repealed the former 
restriction laws from the date of its passage, without allowing for the time 
it would take to get the assent of the Chinese Government to the Senate 
amendments to the treaty. This error was at once detected, and Mr. Mor- 
row, a Republican member of the House, was ready with an amendment 
making the repealing clause take effect upon the ratification of the treaty. 
The Democrats delayed action upon this in the hope of getting some small 
shred of party capital out of the Chinese question, but it was finally 
adopted, and the bill passed the House without division. 

Senator Stewart, of Nevada, showed the other day that it was the amend- 
ment of Mr. Conness, a Republican Senator, to the Burlingame Treaty 
which prevented the naturalization of Chinese. If this amendment had not 
been adopted, Senator Stewart says, and no doubt truly, ''the Chinese ques- 
tion would be today one of the most momentous questions ever presented 
to the American people." Once armed with votes, the Chinese would have 
become a powerful element. Politicians would have truckled to them. 
Their exclusion would have been almost an impossibility, and their presence 
might easily have become a National, instead of a local, scourge. — Editorial 
New York Tribune, August 27 ^ 1888. 
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Western State, or Territory? Would it have been per- 
mitted in any recent year, whether the immigrants came 
from Africa or the West Indies or elsewhere, and were 
never so well educated or wealthy? And if not, why not? 

Does any man believe, again, that, if the Negroes who 
are here numbered as many thousands only as they now 
number millions, — our knowledge of them and of the 
effects of their presence remaining what it is — ^there would 
be any question or hesitation as to the disposition presently 
to be made of them? If there were but 7,000 of them in 
the country, anywhere, and these few had occasioned such 
heartburnings and divisions and conflicts as we have had 
since the war only, and are having now, and are certain 
to have in the near future, would they not be expelled 
somehow, sent somewhere, anywhere, before another 
year had passed? Suppose they had come from Mexico, 
instead of from Africa, in the first instance; is there any 
question that the whole race would have recrossed the 
Rio Grande before now, though double their present 
number ? 

Or, if they could not be expelled, would not they be 
gathered together on some Reservation set apart for them, 
where they would be left to themselves, and kept to them- 
selves for all time? If it were practicable now to collect 
them in this way, would not all that are here be collected 
and given a place to themselves ? 

And why has this proposition never been seriously 
offered and entertained? Is it not because the people of 
the United States would not consent to surrender any part 
of their territory to be devoted to such purpose, — ^the 
exclusive and permanent occupation of the Negro and 
colored population ? Would not the people of any State, 
or Territory, however few in number, or remote from the 
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centers of population, resent the proposition, if made with 
regard to the soil they occupy, and resist it by every means 
in their power? Would not the presence of the race in 
such selected Territory be enough to drive out the last 
white settler; and would not the rapid increase of the 
race within such limits be viewed with anxiety for its 
future results, by the whole nation? Or, finally, if the 
Negro were now confined to one Southern State, our 
knowledge and experience of him remaining the same, 
would any other Southern State invite his presence, or 
tolerate it, if his coming were conditioned upon full and 
free citizenship to be accorded to him? or on any other 
terms? Would any Northern State? 

Instead of being confined to one State, or Territory, or 
Reservation, the race is scattered throughout nearly half 
the Union. Instead of 7,000, they number 7,000,000 ; and 
are increasing rapidly. We cannot assign them a sepa- 
rate place among us. The seven millions will become 7" 4^ 
seventy millions in a very few more decades, if their ^•^ ^ 
former rate of increase shall be maintained. The problem W*^ ;r 
begins to press urgently for a solution. ^ 

The removal of the Negro from our country to his own 
country — from America to Africa — ^alone will solve it. 
Let him go in peace, if he will, bearing with him and fol- 
lowed by such substantial evidences of our kindly regard 
and brotherly love as will atone for the manner of his 
coming. But, in any event, let him go ! 



IX. 
Reckonings of Numbers. 

"It is desirable enough to get rid of the Negro ; we can 
all agree to that proposition," will it be said ? "But it is 
impracticable.'' 

Ah, if we were but so agreed; if "impracticability" 
were the only objection ! Grant all the rest, or the material 
substance of it, and the arithmetic will serve us where the 
Constitution and the sword have alike failed. If we can 
only agree that the races should be separated — ^that the 
Negro should be removed from America, if practicable — 
these pages have not been written in vain. There will be 
then a plainer course ahead of us than we have ever had 
before, on this question, or any other of approximate 
importance. 

"But, seven millions of people! Remove all these! It 
is the extreme of folly and extravagance to offer such a 
proposition !" Let us see. 

» 

The question now is one of ways and means, of prac- 
ticability only, and we may deal with it accordingly. 
Figures express no feeling; but let not their use in this 
instance be construed as an evidence of unfeelingness. 

Take the proposition in its most formidable shape — the 
exportation in a few years of the whole black and colored 
population of the United States. Even this is not imprac- 
ticable. 

Going back to the year 1880, for the sake of the con- 
venience and accuracy of the United States Census returns 
of that year, and making allowance for the subsequent 
lapse of time, where necessary, we have a sound basis of 
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calculation. According to that census there were present 
in the United States and Territories in the year named, 
6,580,793 "persons of color," all of whom we may regard 
as "Negroes" for the present purpose. The number of 
"persons of foreign birth" in the same territory at the 
same period was 6,679,943. 

[In 1880 the Negro population of the United States was 
6,580,793. In 1900 it was 8,803,535 (8,833,994, if Indian Territory 
included and persons on ships deducted), an increase of almost 
exactly one-third. It seems probable that this rate of increase 
would approximately apply to the portions and elements of the 
Negro population considered in the text, as well as to the popula- 
tion as a whole. Thus, it is estimated that in the method of 
removal proposed it would be necessary to remove 12,500 mothers 
per annum. In 1900 this figure, by such a calculation, would be 
greater by one-third — say 16,666. 

The Negro population in 1890 was 7,470,040; in 1900, as above, 
8,803,535; increase, about 18 per cent. Calculations for the year 
1890, therefore, to be varied to apply in 1900, should be increased 
at that rate. Thus, the cost of removal is estimated in the text, 
50,000 adults at $200 — $10,000,000 per annum. Increased by 18 
per cent, this would be $11,800,000, — etc. — Editok.] 

That is to say : If only the vessels that were engaged in 
bringing these foreigners to our shores, had carried back 
with them to Africa on their return trips as many Negroes 
as they brought immigrants on the voyage hither, not a 
single black or colored man, woman, or child would have 
been left in the country in 1880, and there would still have 
been a clear gain of 100,000 persons added to the popula- 
tion. Yet the transportation, distribution, and absorption 
of these millions of immigrants was a mere incident in 
our national life, most of them having been landed in one 
or two ports and forwarded to their destination in the 
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interior without interrupting our everyday business, and 
almost without attracting passing notice. 

Nor is this the most striking example of the ease with 
which the transportation of vast numbers of people can 
be effected. Senator Morrill, of Vermont, stated in the 
course of a speech delivered in the Senate in the winter 
of 1887-88, that four-and-a-half millions of immigrants 
were brought into the United States in the seven years 
following 1880; and it is assumed that he had authority 
for his statement. With no larger fleet, therefore, than 
is engaged in the immigration business on the North 
Atlantic Coast, we could have sent away nearly three- 
fourths of our colored population in the period indicated, 
or could send away all of them in the course of one 
decade. 

But we need not consider the movement on so grand a 
scale. Such a movement would not be desirable, for many 
reasons not necessary to be suggested to the thoughtful 
reader. The problem does not call, fortunately, for so 
violent a mode of solution. A slower method would be 
better on all accounts, provided only that it be sure of the 
ultimate result. What is desired is that the Negro shall 
be transported to his own land without forcing him to go, 
without injury to himself, and without injury or undue 
cost to the people whom he leaves behind, and who must 
bear the expense of his removal. Every right principle, 
as well as consideration for ourselves, which is a suffi- 
cient motive in itself, requires that we shall deal justly and 
kindly with him when we would have him leave our land. 
He will leave behind him the fruits of two centuries' labor. 
He should not be sent forth against his will, or weeping, 
or empty-handed. It will be a solemn leave-taking at 
best, when it comes to pass, and we begin to reflect on 
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all that preceded it. Let not our last act in the tragedy 
of errors, the act which is to redeem in part those that 
have gone before it, leave material for additional regret 
and reproach to us who shall stand on the shore and see 
the ship that bears him away sink below the line of the 
eastern horizon — ^at the point where the slave-ship loomed 
up dark and ominous before the gaze of our ancestors. 

It is as little as we can do in sending him away from the 
sight of the snowy cottonfields and of the smoky cotton- 
factories, to send him with some part of his over-due 
wages in his pocket, or in the shape of provisions and tools 
to enable him to make a home in the home-land from 
which we beguiled or wrested him away. 

Go he should, undoubtedly, and go he will assuredly, 
sooner or later ; but he .should be allowed to go at his 
leisure and at his pleasure, if only he will go in sufficient 
numbers to make sure that the natural increase of those 
whom he leaves behind shall not make the process per- 
petual, and futile for its purpose. 

Calculations as to the number of those who should go 
in a given time so as to effect the desired result may be 
so varied and multiplied as to fill a book. Let us avoid 
this unnecessary labor, which everyone who is so minded 
can perform for himself. One example of such calcula- 
tions is sufficient to indicate how the desired exodus can 
be accomplished in an easy and kindly way, and at small 
expense when we consider the importance of the object to 
be obtained. 

Time itself can be made a potent factor to aid us in 
our task, if we take advantage of time's certain operation. 
Is it not apparent, for instance, that, if we were to set 
ourselves to work patiently and surely to remove in forty 
years all of the Negroes who are now under the age of 
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forty years, the rest will nearly all have passed, in the 
same period, over to the Dark Continent that lies so much 
nearer to our shores than Africa, and that without labor 
or cost to us ? We would, then, have to provide for the 
emigration of those only who are now under forty and of 
those who shall be born in the next forty years, in order 
to accomplish our purpose. Our task would be reduced 
by over 3,000,000 emigrants in any event, whatever the 
number to be transported might become by reason of the 
natural and net increase of those who remained in waiting. 

But neither would it be necessary to undertake the 
removal of half of the race, with the increase in forty 
years. It is evident that if we should remove the increase 
only, the children who shall be born in the next fifty years, 
all the others will disappear in the course of a little more 
than that time. The year 2000, in any event, would find 
not a single black man, woman or child on these shores. 

The problem, however, can be still further simplified, 
since it is practicable to prevent the increase in part, 
instead of trying to keep pace with it. The removal of 
the maternal element alone will effect this object. 

For, if we were to induce the emigration, year by year, 
for fifty years, of every marriageable woman of the 
colored population who should attain the age of twenty- 
five years, for example, there would be, at the end of fifty 
years, or before, a cessation of the increase of the race 
in America; since the female children of all the women 
over twenty-five years of age would reach the emigration- 
age during the indicated period, as well as the children of 
those who were of and under the age of twenty-five years. 

It would not be necessary, however, to adopt even so 
sweeping a measure as this. The problem would be 
greatly simplified, of course, by adopting some such 
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scheme and fixing any age, between twenty and thirty 
years preferably, beyond which no colored woman should 
be allowed to remain in America. But this arbitrary and 
cruel way of dealing is not to be thought of. Our right 
course lies between the two courses we have considered, 
and should be devised with a reference to the voluntary 
cmd steady emigration of the active maternal element in 
such numbers as to insure a constant lowering of the birth- 
rate, until it should cease altogether. Longer time would 
be required, but this would not be objectionable since it 
would permit the process to be carried on by so easy 
degrees as to enable us to provide for the emigrants prop- 
erly, and at the same time to permit the readjustment of 
affairs and relations in the South, and in the whole 
country, that would be rendered necessary by the loss of so 
large a body of laborers, not to say citizens. 

If we are required to suggest what number should be 
exported annually, the answer is that it ought to be large 
enough to remove the whole maternal element in forty or 
fifty years, or in as much longer or shorter period as might 
prove to be practicable and consistent with the general 
welfare of both races. 

The total number of "colored females" in the United 
States in 1880, who were between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five, inclusive, was 1,327,718. The number of 
colored females under one year of age at that time was 
115,468, and the number of deaths of the same class 
reported for the census year was 14,165; indicating a 
total of births of females amounting to 129,633, or 130,- 
000 in round numbers.* By doubling the annual birth- 



*The total number of deaths of colored females under the age of eighteen 
years was about 30,000 annually, leaving about xoo»ooo as the ayerage 
annual contribution of the colored race to the possiUe child-bearing diement 
of the population of the United States. All these x 00,000, however, it ii 
scarcely necessary to say, do not become mothers. 
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rate of females (130,000), we find again that the total 
number of births annually is 260,000, which affords a 
sufficiently close approximation to the whole number of 
actual child-bearing colored females in any year, and 
shows them to constitute about twenty per cent, of the 
whole number of colored females between eighteen and 
forty-five years, which may be assumed as the practical 
limits of the age of maternity. 

Unfortunately, the next calculation must be made very 
much in the dark. It is impossible to ascertain from the 
census the number of colored persons of any given age. 
A glance at the tables showing the number of colored 
females at each age between eighteen and forty-five, for 
example, will discover the utter untrustworthiness of the 
returns on this point. Very few of the colored people, 
knew their ages at that time, in fact; and the guessing 
of the enumerators and of those upon whom they were 
compelled to rely for information, is plainly manifested 
by the marked tendency to fix on the popular age of 
eighteen for the younger women, and on the five year 
periods, from twenty upward, for those of maturer years. 
The number reported as being eighteen years of age was 
80,492 ; at the next stage, nineteen years, it fell off about 
23,000; and at twenty, a good round age to guess at, it 
rose suddenly to 97,095, falling off at the next step again 
to 55,502. At twenty-seven years the number was 
25,622; at thirty it was 107,551; at thirty-one it was 
14,994. At thirty-nine the number was 18,194; at forty 
it was 96,287 ; at forty-one it was 8,985. At forty- four it 
was 12,675, 2ind at forty-five it was 56,487. It is plain that 
no reliance can be placed on the figures for any single 
group, and we must therefore resort to estimate, with such 
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assistance as can be derived from other sources, for an 
approximate distribution according to age.* 

The average number at each age from eighteen to 
forty-five, obtained by dividing the total, 1,327,718, by 
the number of years (28) in the series, is 47,718. The 
tables for the State of Massachusetts, where it may be 
supposed that the records as to age are as nearly correct 
as can be obtained in the United States, show that the 
number of native femalesf of the age of eighteen in that 
State is about double the number of those who had attained 
the age of forty-five, and all the other New England States 
give the same proportion very nearly. If we may apply 
this proportion then, in the absence of a surer guide, to 
the colored population, it will indicate that the average 
already obtained should be so redistributed as to give 
about 63,624 colored females of the age of eighteen to 
31,812 of the age of forty-five. The average number for 
each of the ten years from twenty to twenty-nine, both 
inclusive, again, as shown by the census, is 61,716, which 
goes far to confirm the result otherwise obtained. These 
are estimates only, of course, but we have nothing more 
definite to depend on. If, then, we assume 62,000, in 
round numbers, to represent the number of colored females 
at the age of twenty, we shall not perhaps be very far 
wrong, and can proceed with more or less confidence. 

The proportion of actual child-bearing colored females, 
as we have seen, is about twenty per cent, of the whole 



*The same variations, though in less degree, are exhibited in the general 
tables for white females, so that we can derive no guidance from that 
source. 

tThe returns of the number of foreign-bom females, at the different 
ages, show as marked variations as those which have been noted in the 
returns for colored females. 
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potential maternal element, between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five inclusive. Applying this proportion to the 
ages from twenty to twenty-nine inclusive, we find the 
number of child-bearing colored females of the age of 
twenty to be not over 12,500, the average number for each 
of the succeeding ages, to and including twenty-nine, 
being somewhat less. 

The significance of these figures appears when we reflect 
that they prove, so far as they prove anything, that the 
annual emigration of 12,500 persons of the indicated class 
of the colored population (child-bearing females of the age 
of twenty years), would remove the greater part of the 
maternal element of the colored race in forty years, 
leaving the rest to be removed in smaller detachments, 
after the end of that period. It is not now requisite to go 
into the calculation very closely, or .to indicate every quali- 
fication and allowance that must be made. The broad 
view and round numbers, will serve the present purpose. 
The broad view is that in twenty years 250,000 colored 
females, constituting the active maternal element of their 
race, will have been removed from the United States, and 
that all their children bom during that period, perhaps 
750,000, will have been bom in another land. After the 
twentieth year of the operation of such a process, it is 
evident that the number of the indicated class to be 
removed would be suddenly and materially diminished, 
and would fall off steadily until exhausted wholly. For, 
all the colored female children who were of the age of 
one year and under at the time the movement began, 
would then have reached the age of twenty years, and the 
succeeding generations would be reduced year by year, 
by the whole number of children bom to parents who had 
emigrated in the twenty-year period. 
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To put it another way: In the twenty-first year suc- 
ceeding the beginning of the emigration movement, the 
number of young women who would reach the age of 
twenty would come short of the 62,000 annually main- 
tained up to that time by just the number of surviving 
daughters of the 12,500 young women who had emigrated 
twenty-one years before. In the twenty-second year of 
the movement, the number would be diminished by the 
surviving daughters of 25,000 mothers, and so on with 
each year until the forty-first, when the number of young 
women who would reach the age of twenty would be 
diminished by the number of surviving daughters of the 
250,000 mothers who had emigrated in the first period of 
twenty years. In the meanwhile, it must be remembered, 
another effect of the movement will have become manifest. 
After the twenty-first year, all the child-bearing women 
who were over twenty when the movement began will 
have passed the age of forty years, and there will be none 
to take their place ; since, by the theory, all accessions to 
their class were removed as fast as they reached twenty. 
The only accessions to the active maternal element of the 
colored population then, after the twenty-first year of the 
movement, would be the children of women who were 
over twenty when the movement began, and these chil- 
dren would be removed in turn in another period of 
twenty years; and in steadily diminishing numbers each 
year. The children of women over forty need not be 
taken into account. 

But we need not follow this line of suggestion farther. 
It has led us apparently to one safe and satisfactory con- 
clusion — ^that the annual emigration of only 12,500 child- 
bearing colored women will remove the maternal element 
of the colored population within fifty years, — ^and we may 
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now consider how the knowledge thus acquired can be 
applied in practice. 

It would not be practicable to induce the emigration of 
all child-bearing women of any particular age, for forty 
years or in any one year. We must dismiss the idea of 
holding to the one-age limit. This will not materially 
affect the foregoing calculations, however, as is made 
manifest when we reflect that the emigration of 12,500 
women of the maternal class, between the ages of twenty 
and thirty, for twenty years, would, in any event, lessen 
by 250,000 the number who would attain the age of forty 
years in this country, and would remove that number as 
surely as though they had all been removed upon entering 
the age of twenty years. The effect upon the movement, 
after the twenty-first year, would be somewhat modified, 
of course, but the final complete result would seem to be 
postponed about ten years only at the most. It ought not 
to be difficult to induce the annual emigration of 12,500 
women of the ten ages between twenty and thirty, and 
we may probably accept that feature of the scheme as 
practicable. The number of emigrants remaining the 
same, any further extension of the limits in respect of 
age would result, of course, in extending by so much, or 
more, the time required for the accomplishment of the 
ultimate purpose. For every reason it would be well to 
keep these limits as restricted as practicable, and the 
reasons for keeping the maximum age at or even below 
thirty are too manifest to require to be stated. One such 
reason, however, should be mentioned. 

The fundamental idea of the scheme here proposed is 
the emigration of actual child-bearing women. This 
means, of course, married women who have become 
mothers already. It would be desirable then to effect their 
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removal as s(X)n as possible after they enter the maternal 
class, rather than to postpone it until they should be 
cumbered with a number of young children who would 
greatly multiply the difficulties, expenses and risks of their 
emigrant parents, if they did not deter many families 
from emigrating at all. 

The scheme necessarily includes also, it is seen, the 
emigration of the husbands of the women under consider- 
ation. These will double the number of emigrants at once, 
and it is therefore the more necessary to restrict the 
number of persons to be removed, both for their own 
sake, and for the sake of the economy thus insured. It is 
plain that the emigrant parents should, for every reason, 
be induced to go as soon as practicable after they become 
parents. 

Another matter requires to be mentioned before leaving 
this part of the subject. The number of adult persons 
proposed to be removed annually has been increased, at 
one bound, from 12,500 to 25,000. This number, accord- 
ing to the calculations based upon the Tenth Census, 
should be sufficient to solve the Negro problem, finally, in 
fifty years. We cannot rest on these figures, however. 
If the scheme should be adopted and appointed to go into 
effect with the opening of the year 1890, for instance, the 
colored population in the United States will have 
increased, at the normal rate, by twenty-five per cent. 
The 25,000 must be increased in that proportion. Allow- 
ance should also be made for possible errors in the esti- 
mates presented, and such allowance must be made on the 
safe side. Provision also would have to be made for the 
emigrant children. It is apparently necessary to base our 
calculations as to the number of emigrants whose removal 
annually must be provided for in 1890, and for twenty 
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years thereafter, upon a total represented by 50,000 adult 
persons.* The number may be less if we begin the work 
of removal in 1890. It cannot well be more in that year; 
but it may be accepted as a certainty that it will never be 
so small in any subsequent census year. Whatever the 
proportions of the task may be now, they will be more 
than doubled in the next forty years. Our children and 
the children of this peculiar people, who shall grow up 
together in the interval, will have ample reason, it is 
feared, to curse our procrastination and selfish folly, if 
we hand the inevitable and magnified undertaking down 
to them, as it has been handed down to us. 

The number of the colored population in the United 
States in 1790 was 700,000. In i860 it was 4,000,000. 
In 1890 it will be over 7,000,000. These figures present 
argument enough for immediate action, on some scale. 
If 50,000 emigrants annually will not meet the require- 
ments of our task, we should not longer delay going to 
work. If that estimate is excessive, so much the better. 
It can be easily reduced if necessary. In the meanwhile 
we may use it as the basis of further estimates which will 
give us an approximate and safe idea, at least, of what is 
before us. 



*This number will not appear to be excessive when it is remembered that 
from 30,000 to 60,000 Negroes were taken yearly from Africa to Cuba by 
vessels from the single port of New York, as late as 1855-60. — Vice-Presi- 
dent Wilson : "Rise . and Fall of the Slave Trade in America," Vol. 2, 
p. 618. 



X 

Reckonings of Cost. 

The next branch of the subject to be considered is the 
cost, to the people of the; United States, of carrying into 
effect the proposed movement upon the basis here sug- 
gested, in the absence of any other. This cost would 
comprise : 

1. The actual expenditure required for the transporta- 
tion of the emigrants from their homes to their destina- 
tion. 

2. The expenditure required for their maintenance for 
a fixed period after colonization. 

3. To these items should be added the probable cost of 
the support, in some degree of comfort, at least, of the 
aged or decrepit relatives of some of the emigrants who 
are dependent on them, and who must be either sent away 
with them or provided for in their absence. 

What is the average cost of the transportation of 
immigrants from their former homes to their new homes 
in this country is not known to the writer. If we say $50 
a head, which is a liberal estimate, and confine the calcula- 
tion to the arrivals during the last seven years (1880-87) 
the average cost per annum for the transportation of these 
4,500,000 was about $32,000,000. At which rate, the 
whole colored population could be transported to Africa 
in ten years, at a total cost of $320,000,000. And the 
people of the United States have paid, without feeling the 
expenditure, and while paying off the war debt, principal 
and interest, at the same time, and while trying to spenH 
a rapidly-accumulating "surplus" besides, the sum of 
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about $800,000,000 for pensions alone between the years 
1861 and 1887. This sum would have sufficed to send all 
the Negroes on this continent to Africa and bring them 
back again, since we began to fight about them. 

The calculation admits of many striking variations, but 
one more statement will be enough. An expenditure of 
$32,000,000 a year for ten years, as we have seen, would 
serve to transport the whole black and colored population 
of this country to Africa. The internal revenue tax on 
whiskey and tobacco alone has yielded nearly four times 
that amount annually in recent years. The cost of simply 
transporting the Negroes from these shores to Africa 
would not average, perhaps, more than $25 a head.* On 
this basis the revenue from whiskey and tobacco for 
eighteen months would cover the whole transportation- 
expense of removing the whole race ! 

On the second point, the cost of the provision to be 
made for the colonized emigrants, there is the widest lati- 
tude for varying the estimates. Every such estimate, 
however, should proceed from the basis of a sum per 
capita, sufficient to ensure the emigrant a certain support 
for one year at least after arriving at his destination. 
"Support" means, of course, a house, agricultural imple- 
ments, or other tools, clothing, shoes, a certain supply of 
food, provision for adequate medical attendance — every- 
thing, in short, that would be required to establish a 
colony of poor and dependent people upon a foundation 
that would enable them to become self-supporting at the 



* Since the incorporation of the Central and South American Emigration 
Society . . . shipping firms in nearly all the Atlantic coast ports have 
made propositions to the association to furnish transportation. . . . The 
figures for transportation are given at from $io to $15. — Kansas City cor- 
respondence of the Chicago Tribune, January 31, 1888. 
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end of a year. The poorer Negroes would most desire 
to leave, and should be the first to be accorded the oppor- 
tunity. It is our fault that they have remained poor, while 
enriching every part of our country, directly or indirectly, 
by their labor. As a nation, we owe the living repre- 
sentatives of their race many years' wages, and it would 
be little for us to pay some small part of our great debt 
to those whom we would otherwise send away utterly 
empty-handed. Something, at least, is due to conscience 
in dealing with the Negroes. They can do little for them- 
selves. They have little or nothing to carry with them 
in the way of household goods. There will be no auctions 
when they leave. Their cabins are well nigh bare. There 
is not much that they own which they cannot afford to 
throw away or abandon. For vast numbers of them, a 
few blankets and pots and pans would furnish a hut on 
the Congo very nearly as well as the cabin they would 
leave behind on the banks of our own rivers, or on the 
side of one of our highways in town or country. They are 
more likely to be enlarged than diminished in the new 
venture, as to household belongings. 

They will require, at least they have required, but little 
in the way of clothing and food. Their fare is but little 
varied, even when and where it is most abundant. From 
childhood to old age they have been accustomed to few 
luxuries, save such as have fallen to them from their mas- 
ters' table, when they waited at his elbow. The slave's 
regular weekly ration, for a working "hand," was a peck 
of com meal, three, four, or five pounds of bacon, a pint 
of molasses, and perhaps sugar, salt, rice, and coflfee at 
times. It is very much to be doubted whether the fare of 
the freedman and of his wife and children comes up to 
the slave-ration, either in respect of quantity, quality, or 
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variety. It will not require much to feed, even for a 
whole year, those who have learned to live on one meal 
a day of late years, and on one or two coarse kinds of 
food at a meal. Many families of agricultural laborers, 
in every part of the South, are fed and clothed, year after 
year, out of the wages of one bread-winner in each family, 
— and he nearly, if not quite, the lowest paid laborer in 
the land, — with the small help of the little "garden-patch" 
worked by the wife and children. The average wage of 
a competent colored farm laborer in the South the year 
round is about $io a month, which must supply nearly all 
the wants of his family. It is not far wide of the mark 
to say that a hundred dollars will cover the annual expen- 
diture for the food of the average black family in the 
South today, assuming the family to consist of man, 
wife, and three children. The same sum, or a little more, 
would supply them with like food for a year in Africa, 
and the garden there will count for as much as here. 
Two hundred dollars for a family of three persons, or, 
at any rate, one hundred dollars per capita, would cer- 
tainly support them for a year after the house or hut is 
built, and furnish them with clothing besides. One hun- 
dred and fifty dollars each would doubtless pay the cost 
of their transportation and maintenance for a year. Two 
hundred dollars for each member would be an extrava- 
gant estimate, perhaps, of the total cost of removing a 
family, building a house as good as that which they shall 
leave behind, maintaining them for a year, and equipping 
them for work when they should cease to be a charge 
upon our selfish generosity; and the proffer of this 
amount, there is small reason to doubt, would serve to 
induce the emigration of the younger and more intelligent 
class it is desired to reach, who would become at once the 
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envy of all their neighbors, and would count themselves 
among the fortunate ones of the earth. 

The great majority of the race, of all classes, would go 
gladly, it is believed, if only transportation were fur- 
nished, and they were assured that they could make a 
bare living in the colony ; but, as a special class is desired 
to be removed, there should be an inducement adequate to 
ensure the emigration of this class in any event. Pro- 
vision might be made also, if necessary or advisable, for 
the removal of other classes on other and less expensive 
terms ; but we need regard now only the cost of removing 
the particular class under consideration. The number of 
persons of this class to be provided for yearly, we have 
estimated to be represented by 50,000 adults. At $200 a 
head the cost of the proposed movement would be $10,- 
000,000 a year, or one-twelfth of the annual revenue 
derived by the Government from the internal revenue 
taxes alone, as determined by the receipts for 1887. 

The total cost of the movement, for fifty years, would 
be far more than covered by the revenue from this source 
for five years ; or, again, would be met, from year to year, 
by the revenue derived from import duties on "cigars, 
cheroots, and tobacco," or on "cotton manufactures,** 
or on a part of the imports of "silk goods." An indefinite 
number of calculations could be made on this line, but 
they need not be presented here. So far as the mere ques- 
tion of cost goes, it is enough to say that if the estimate of 
the number of emigrants annually were doubled; and if 
the sum proposed to be allowed for the removal, main- 
tenance, etc., of each one of this largely increased number 
were dso doubled; so that the total annual cost should 
be increased from $10,000,000 to $40,000,000, the import 
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duty on the article of sugar, alone, would more than cover 
the whole expenditure. 

There is nothing impracticable in the scheme on the 
score of its cost; but if there is yet objection on that 
account, a single additional statement may be submitted 
for our reflection. The total cost of the movement, at 
$10,000,000 a year, for fifty years, would be $500,000,000. 
"The cost, measured in money, of removing the compro- 
mise with slavery from the Constitution of the United 
States," says Mr. Edward Atkinson, "was $8,000,000,000." 
The cost of seven years of war and reconstruction, 
according to this eminent authority, was, therefore, 
$1,155,000,000 a year — ^paid and to be paid for the luxury 
of cutting each other's throats and trjring violent methods 
in attempted solution of the Neg^o question.* It would 
have been cheaper to send the Negro away before i860. 
It is cheaper to send him away now than it will ever be 
again, in any event; and there is really no saying what 
his stay will cost us hereafter, and is costing us in retard- 
ing the development of so large a part of the Union. 

The third point, the cost of the maintenance of the 
decrepit and dependent colored people who shall be left 
behind, need not be discussed at length. There are very 
few Negro paupers in any Southern State, as is shown 
by the census. The oldest and feeblest of the race work 
to the bitter end, nowadays, wanting little, content with 
less, and having next to nothing. We might greatly 



*At the close of the war, in 1865, these [the Southern] States had lost 
in slaves emancipated, credits, stocks, and property destroyed, more than 
$6,000,000,000. — Gen. Bradley Johnson, in the Baltimore Sun, February, 
1888. 

The War of Rebellion cost the North alone fifteen million dollars a week. 
It cost the Confederates, counting in the results, not less than twenty 
millions a week. — ^A. W. Toukgee, An Appeal to Casar, p. 287. 
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increase the number of those who have proved to be help- 
less in any year heretofore, and still not feel the burden 
of their care for the few years of life left to them. Most 
of them were slaves, moreover ; and we owe them a sup- 
port, aside from the question of emigration. It is a 
reproach to us that we have paid so small a part of this 
debt. Freedom has cost them dearly already. We can 
well afford to smooth the pathway of so many as remain — 
a pathway which was so rugged in youth and in faithful 
manhood and womanhood — ^to the verge of the waiting, 
nameless g^ave that shall swallow them forever, as it 
has swallowed so many millions of their kith and kin, 
leaving no sign to tell that they ever existed, or who they 
were, or where they lie. The mortality tables tell the 
story of their silent, sufferings and death. No appeal can 
add to the force of the official records when these are read 
and imderstood. The abandonment of the superannuated 
slaves to their fate, by our Government, is one of the most 
heartless incidents in the history of the Nation. Some 
atonement should be made yet to those who are left alive. 
We have dwelt at length on the subject of the practi- 
cability and probable cost of transporting the Negro emi- 
grants and providing for them when colonized, because 
in the mind of a large part of the public that is perhaps 
the main question to be considered. That the cost is 
easily within our means has been shown unquestionably ; 
but that is not all that can be said in regard to such cost. 
For there is no reason whatever to regard the proposed 
expenditure otherwise than as a profitable investment for 
the whole people, who will be called on to furnish the 
money. We need not give all the reasons for holding 
this view, but a few of the more prominent may be briefly 
indicated. The removal of the colored population, within 
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a reasonable period, would itself richly repay the white 
people of the United States by its effects on the social, 
political and industrial conditions and relations of the 
two sections, North and South. There would be a perfect 
union and lasting peace and harmony between them 
ever afterward, with all that such conditions imply; they 
cannot attain these results in any other way: and the 
value of such results is truly above all estimate. The 
Nation could well afford to beggar itself, on his account, 
for one hundred years, if only it could start anew at the 
end of that time with the African back in Africa. The 
Nation would not beggar itself, however, for a single day. 
The greater part, if not all, of the money to be expended 
on the movement would be expended in this country. The 
ships for the transportation of the emigrants would be 
built here, manned here, and kept in repair here. The 
supplies of food, clothing, tools, implements, etc., etc., 
would be drawn from different parts of the country, and 
to furnish these would give steady employment to thou- 
sands of men, so that the absence of the emigrants would 
not materially affect the market for such supplies at the 
outset of the movement, and the colonies so founded 
would constitute a continuing market for some time and 
would probably spread the sale of American products 
in the territory about the colonies in Africa. 

The main objection to the removal of the Negroes, in 
any large numbers, would come doubtless from the cot- 
ton farmers and representatives of the cotton interest 
generally. Even their objection might well prove to be 
a mistaken one, however, from their own narrow point 
of view. For these same classes have long and loudly 
asserted that "too much cotton" is produced in the South, 
and that what that region most needs is a diversification of 
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industries. If the Negro is the great cotton-producer, 
his departure would compel such wholesome diversifica- 
tion, which would probably be attended by an increase of 
the price of cotton that would compensate for its dimin- 
ished supply. If he is not the main cotton-producer, his 
absence would not affect the protesting interests. It will 
be remembered, moreover, that it was formerly contended, 
in behalf of the same interests, that cotton could be pro- 
duced extensively by slave labor only. Mr. Edward 
Atkinson has shown that the crop produced in twenty-one 
years by free labor was 35,000,000 bales in excess of the 
crop produced in the preceding period of twenty-one years 
by slave labor. The claim has been often iterated in 
the South that this difference is due to the white labor 
that has entered the cotton fields since the war ended. 
If so, the Negro's place there can be readily filled, and 
more than filled ; and in any event it would seem that the 
cotton crop is not dependent on his labor.* 



*This old nonsense about our climate, and the inability of the white man 
to toil under a blazing Southern sun, is so transparent that it is scarcely 
necessary to show its falsity. White immigration has poured into Florida 
of late, passed over the Negro districts, and, settling in the extreme south- 
ern portion, the hottest section of the State, has built up there, amid its 
waste swamp lands, an agricultural prosperity that Florida never knew 
under slavery and Negro labor. The white men who have poured into 
Texas since the war from all sections of the Union have shown that the 
climate did not affect their labor in the slightest degree, but they have 
worked to such good purpose that they have placed Texas at the head of 
the cotton States, the producer ol nearly one-quarter of the entire crop. 
In the most southern portions of Louisiana the white farmers of Plaque- 
mines have developed and built up a profitable rice industry. Those who 
talk to us of climate have but to note the fact that the southernmost por- 
tions of the South are white in population, and that along the Gulf coast 
in Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi, and in the southern peninsula of Flor- 
ida, the land is cultivated and the crops are raised mainly by white labor. 

Cotton has long since ceased to be the product of the Negro. When the 
war ceased, nine-tenths of it was raised by the colored race; today three- 
fifths come from white farms. The white States and white districts have 
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The statistics of tobacco production are not at hand, 
but it would be interesting to compare the crops made 
since the war, in some of the old Slave States and Free 
States respectively. 

If objection shall still be urged against the removal of 
the Negroes, however, on account of the supposed injury 
which the departure of a large body of laborers would 
inflict on any or all of the industrial interests of the South, 
it should be noted that the plan which is proposed con- 
templates the emigration of a limited and uniformly 



become the cotton centers of the South. The Negro parishes of Carroll, 
Tensas and Madison, the finest cotton country in the world, where the 
srield is greater and the staple the finest, produce far smaller crops than 
they bore thirty years ago, while the white counties of Texas have increased 
their production four and five fold. This fact attracted the particular 
attention of Prof. Hilgard, who prepared the census report on cotton, and 
he notes the singular coincidence that the bulk of the crop of Mississippi 
is raised in the hills, where the yield per acre is small, instead of in the 
bottoms, where every condition is favorable. The fact did not seem to 
strike him that the true reason lay in the fact that in the hills the cotton 
was raised by the whites; in the bottoms by the Negroes. 

White immigration would mean the industrial regeneration of the South. 
— New Orleans Times-Democrat, January, 1889. 

The Memphis Avalanche, New Orleans Times-Democrat and Birmingham 
Age-Herald argue that we can raise cotton by white labor just as success- 
fully as by black labor. 

Our contemporaries are clearly right From the first settlement of the 
South down to the present time white men have worked in our fields with- 
out suffering the slightest injury. It is true that we have long summers, 
but in this climate the heat is never intense, and sunstrokes are the rarest 
things in the world. 

The fact is that the white man stands open air work in the South better 
than the Negro. Even northern men have found it possible to work in the 
fields of Louisiana and Florida. Thirty per cent, of the cotton in South 
Carolina is raised by white labor, a much larger per cent, in Mississippi 
and Georgia, and it is safe to say that when we include Arkansas and 
Texas, with their legion of white workers, about half of our cotton crop 
is raised by white labor. 

. This is the deliberate judgment of our leading Southern newspapers, and 
they have not overstated the facts of the case. — Atlanta, Ga., Constitution, 
June 20, 1889. 
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distributed class only, whose gradual withdrawal could 
not seriously affect any particular industry of locality. 
And it should be especially noted also, that objection on 
the score which has been mentioned would plainly have 
regard to the Negro as a hired laborer only, and in so far 
would confirm what has been said as to the fixed position 
which he seems to be destined to hold in the South, if 
he remain there. The more strongly this objection is 
urged, therefore, the less force is likely to be accorded to 
it. It would be dictated obviously by pecuniary and 
selfish considerations, on the part of a relatively small 
class of men, and it would be advisable to sacrifice their 
interests absolutely, if necessary, as the like interests of 
practically the same class — "the employers of Negro 
labor" — were sacrificed to rid the country of slavery.* 



*The number of employers of Negro labor on an extended scale is small 
at the most, as has been said. How the scheme of negro emigration would 
be regarded by the whites generally in the South may be learned from the 
article of the New Orleans Times-Democrat, already quoted, in which it is 
further said: 

"We have a means close at hand for preventing and for solving this 
problem, and we can and will solve it and save the South for the white 
race and for white civilization. 

"Slavery made it black; freedom must make it white again. Glance at 
the story of Louisiana told by the census. There was a time when St. 
Charles, which boasts five Negroes to one white today, was a white parish, 
populated by industrious, energetic German farmers. It. has fewer whites 
today than it had a century ago. They were driven out by slavery and its 
methods. There was a time when West Feliciana (five Negroes to one 
white today) was a white parish; a time when Pointe Coupee (three Negroes 
to one white) was essentially a white man's land, a country of prosperous 
white Creole farmers. Some of them remain, but the great majority hate 
been driven out by slavery, which built its whole agricultural system on 
Negro labor. The planters bought out the white farmers around them and 
drove them to the hills and less fertile lands; for to the slave-holder with 
his 500 slaves these whites, cultivating small farms, were undesirable neigh- 
bors. What slavery did toward Africanizing the South we must undo. 
The heritage it left us in the Negro question must be solved by making the 
Southern States white 'again by means of immigration. It is better for the 
country, for the South, for the Negroes themselves." 
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The selfish opposition of any class, or classes, of white 
men to the emigration of the blacks, it should be said in 
conclusion of this branch of the subject, would count for 
little or nothing in any event, if the proposed scheme were 
adopted and begun to be carried into operation. The 
objectors certainly could not prevent any Negro from 
emigrating, and their opposition would constitute both an 
added reason for sending him beyond their control and a 
poweful incentive to him to go. 

The place left vacant by the colored emigrants, it need 
scarcely be suggested, would unquestionably and speedily 
be filled by the white immigrants from the Northern and 
Western States, whose coming the South has looked and 
longed for in vain for so many years and still solicits 
with eager hope. Indeed, it is in the first degree probable 
that the mere-beginning of the movement for the exporta- 
tion of the colored race, with the assurance that it will be 
sustained until its object shall be accomplished in the 
entire removal of the race, would lead, at once, to an 
inflow of white settlers from the old Free States, the 
Northwest and Europe, who would be glad to find homes 
in a region so inviting as the South would appear to them 
under its changed conditions, or even the prospect of 
them. 

The Southern land-holders, as a class, would assuredly 
be promptly and greatly benefited by the new order of 
affairs. They have always been the ruling element in the 
South, and their influence should be thrown on the side 
of Negro emigration, and probably would be, if a propor- 
tionate white immigration were assured or could be 
reasonably expected. There is ample material for the 
instruction and conviction of most of the owners of the 
soil, at any rate, in the returns of the Tenth Census, show- 



RECKONINGS OF COST. 149 

ing the comparative valuation of land in the Northern, 
Southern, and Western States. 

It is not necessary to incorporate the tell-tale tables 
here. They are accessible to the reader everywhere. The 
curiously disposed may compare, however, at this point, 
the assessed valuation of land and other property per 
capita, in almost any one of the Southern States with the 
same valuation in any one of the Northern and Western 
States, or even the Territories. Or, leaving out such 
exceptional and small areas, only, as the richer sugar, 
rice, and cotton producting districts, he may find like 
material for instructive comparison between the returns 
for Southern States, and counties in the same State, 
where the proportion of colored to white population varies 
most, on one side and the other, from the line of numerical 
equality. 

Broadly speaking, the rule is, it is believed, that from 
the mountains or hill-country, where the white population 
predominates in all of the South Atlantic and Gulf States, 
to the coast, where the Negroes are congregated in over- 
whelming majority, the assessed value of the land falls 
with the rise of the barometer. If this be found to be the 
rule, indeed, may it not be expected that, if the departure 
of the blacks shall be followed by white immigration and 
occupation of the vacated soil, the enhancement of land 
values alone that will result will repay the South, and 
consequently the whole country, many times over, for the 
loss of slave-property, the cost of the removal and coloni- 
zation of the freedman, and for every loss occasioned by 
his absence?* 



* Macon, Ga., February 2. — ^The contrast between the cotton and grain 
belts of Georgia was never more marked than it is today. A compilation 
of trade statistics, which has just beien made for business purposes, shows 
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that in every town located in North Georgia important enterprises involv- 
ing the expenditure of large sums of money are under way. In Carters- 
ville, for instance, $750,000 has been invested within the last few months. 
Griffin shows recent investments of about $1,200,000. In Rome the scenes 
remind one of a Western city in the hands of boomers. Tallapoosa is also 
making a good display in the development of her mineral capabilities. 
What is true of these cities is also true of Carrollton, Newnan, GainesviUe, 
Madison, and of all of the towns north of a line drawn from Columbus to 
Augusta. 

South of that line stagnation reigns. But two points — ^Americus and 
Albany — show any evidence of progress. The merchants are engaged in 
the same old trade of dealing out provisions and guano on long time, and 
the principal occupation of the planters is the signing of liens against next 
year's crdfr. The same old cabins which have done duty ever since the 
war, grown old and leaky, will have to perform the same service for the 
next twenty years. 

Bad as is the condition of the planter, that of the colored tenant is 
worse. The merchant belongs to his factor in the West or East, the planter 
belongs to the merchant, and the tenant belongs to all at once. When the 
merchant is squeezed he seeks relief by pushing the planter, who in turn 
tries to unload it all on the tenant. The evil is in the system; the system 
seems to be an unavoidable part of cotton planting, and a community which 
depends upon that product must bow in slavery to the holder of the purse. 

In North Georgia a different system prevails, and just in proportion as 
it differs the community is successful. Small farms and diversified indus- 
tries are the rule and not the exception. There are more home owners 
who owe allegiance to no landlord. There is among them a spirit of marked 
independence instead of the helplessness which rules in South Georgia. To 
add to all these advantages, the mechanic arts and handicrafts are encour- 
aged. There is not a town but prides itself upon shop or factory. The 
result is a home market, as well as a ready distribution of money, which 
goes in exchange between producer and consumer." — Correspondence of the 
New York Times, February 3, 1889. 



XL 

Will He Go? 

The writer has jio desire to prolong the task which he 
imposed on himself in discussing the problem which 
forms the subject of this volume, and for the discharge 
of which he lays claim to no especial fitness. Certain 
minor phases of the general question suggest themselves, 
however, in reflecting on the scheme that has been pro- 
posed for relief from our troubled condition, or any 
scheme of substantially like character, and these require 
to be frankly, if briefly, considered. A more careful dis- 
cussion of the subjects presented will not be required 
unless the proposed movement shall meet with a measure 
of favor which is not yet assured to it. 

There is the possibility, of course, that the Negroes will 
not take kindly to any plan for their removal which may 
be adopted or proposed. It is well-nigh inconceivable, 
however, that any considerable number of their race 
would refuse to emigrate, if the means were provided for 
their going and for their maintenance in the colony for a 
reasonable time after arriving there. If common report 
be true, they are restless and dissatisfied ever)rwhere, 
except as to the few who have accumulated a little prop- 
erty and made homes for themselves. With the inducei- 
ments proposed herein to be held out to them it is highly 
probable that the only difficulty would be in rejecting 
many who would desire to be among the foremost to leave. 
Even without such inducements there was recently a 
widespread movement on foot among their leaders to 
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promote emigration to South America, and every proposi- 
tion looking to any change of residence throws the masses 
of the race into a fever of hopeful excitement. A few 
news paragraphs concerning this movement will be perti- 
nent here, and will give a fair idea of its extent and 
importance : 

ToPEKA, Kan., January 27, 1888. — The movement for the colo- 
nization of colored people in South America is attracting attention 
all over the country, particularly in the States of Mississippi, 
Alabama, Louisiana, South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee, 
from which most of the colonists will be drawn. The movement 
has been in progress for three years, but conducted secretly, and 
the facts have only been given to the public within the past few 
days, while the opganization has been assuming shape. A charter 
has been obtained from the Secretary of State of Kansas, under 
the corporate title of "The South and Central American Immi- 
gration League of the United States of America." Those iden- 
tified with the league are prominent and wealthy colored men of 
Kansas, and a number of leading colored men of the Southern 
States whose names have not yet been made public on account 
of the embarrassment and intimidation to which they would be 
subjected in the South. Among the Topeka representatives in 
the scheme are John M. Brown of the State Auditor's office, and 
formerly a sheriff in Mississippi, from which State he was driven 
for political reasons; S. W. Winn of the banking house of John 
D. Knox & Co.; the Rev. B. F. Watson, pastor of one of the 
colored churches in this city; William Harris, William Anderson, 
S. G. Watkins, J. P. Berry, Philip Pickett, William Freeman, 
and others well known. 

'The capital stock of the association is placed at $2,000,000, of 
which $80,000 has already been put up or pledged to the cause. 
Mr. Freeman, mentioned above, is worth $70,000, and others 
named are well-to-do, and all say they will expend every dollar 
of their means for the cause. The directors of the company met 
here tonight and elected the following officers: President, John 
M. Brown; Secretary, S. W. Winn, and Treasurer, James P. 
Berry. There are 80,000 colored people in Kansas, about 7,000 of 
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whom reside in Topeka. They are all enthusiastic in the new 
movement, and while it is not intended directly to embrace the 
colored population North, a great many colored men announce 
a determination to join the march. Letters are being received 
by every mail from all parts of the South, making inquiry in 
regard to the proposed exodus, and from various localities in the 
North, showing that these people have laid their plans well, and 
propose to carry out their purpose of bringing the colored man 
out of the South and causing the abandonment of many a plan- 
tation. . . . The association has had agents in the Southern 
States fomenting the scheme, and it is enthusiastically received 
among the oppressed colored people of that section of the 
country. 

Advices are at hand from Mississippi that much enthusiasm 
exists there and that the colored people are eager for the change. 
The first efforts will be directed against Mississippi, Louisiana 
and South Carolina, representatives from these States being espe- 
cially urgent in behalf of their fellow-citizens. The expression 
of tonight's meeting was that the colored race desired to leave a 
land where the oppressor is in a position to rule and make half- 
slavery worse than the peonage of Mexico. They state that the 
professions and trades are closed to them in the South, and the 
only avenue open to them is labor of the most degrading sort. 
They urge that in the Argentine Republic the man is recognized 
for what there is in him. President Brown said tonight that 
according to his information, if ships could be obtained, he could 
find 500,000 colored people in the Southern States ready and 
anxious to embark for a new home. — The New York Times. 



Kansas City, January 31, 1888. — Since the incorporation of 
the Central and South American Emigration Society, from fifty 
to one hundred letters are received every day from the South. 
Louisiana has twelve colonies formed with an enrolment of 3»6oo 
members; Alabama has three colonies with 1,000 members; Mis- 
sissippi has seven with 1,900 members; South Carolina has six 
with 1,300 members ; Florida has three with 800 members ; North 
Carolina has four with 1,200 members; Kentucky has two with 
700 members, and Tennessee has five with 1,400 members. — Chi- 
cago Tribune, 
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See, also, testimony of Consul-General Coppinger, p. 84: "We 
could send a million today, if we had the wherewithal with which 
to do it." 



The Negroes of South Alabama are leaving by carloads for the 
West. The contractors who are securing them say that an hour's 
work will get fifty or an hundred Negroes, from any neighbor- 
hood, ready to emigrate to the West. It is estimated that 5,000 
have left Alabama this season. — The Southern Farmer (Maga- 
zine) for January, 1889; published in Atlanta, Ga. 



Col. D. C. Allen, the general passenger and ticket agent of the 
South Carolina Railway, was asked if he knew anything about 
the exodus from this State to the West. He said: 

"There seems to be a general movement on the part of the 
laborers in the State to go to Arkansas, Louisiana, and in that 
direction, and I have reliable information that the Negroes are 
leaving the State in large numbers. Soliciting agents and emi- 
grant agents are scattered in various parts of the State, and they 
are exerting all their efforts to entice the laborers away. Appli- 
cations to furnish special rates to these agents have been refused 
point-blank by me, and I have issued an order that nothing but 
trunks be checked over the South Carolina Road for these emi- 
grants. I have tried my utmost to put an end to the exodus as 
far as I am able, and I propose to continue my exertions in that 
direction." — The News and Courier , Charleston, January 22, 1889. 



Charlotte, N. C, April 28. — The negroes in this State, in con- 
vention at Raleigh last Friday night, perfected an organization 
looking to a wholesale emigration to the Western States. Nearly 
every county in the State was represented, and the meeting was 
very enthusiastic. In all, three hundred delegates were present. 
The following officers were elected: President, G. W. Price, of 
Wilmington; Vice-President, I. G. Hayes, of Raleigh; Secretary, 
E. W. Turner, of Vance, Iredell County. 

The Rev. L. R. Ferrebee, of Raleigh, chairman of the com- 
mittee on resolutions, read the report of the committee. It con- 
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sisted of a lenghty and labored recital of the grievances and hard- 
ships of the Negro. It was stated that his condition was now 
more precarious than ever before. His rights had been constantly 
disregarded by the white people, and after twenty-five years of 
freedom he was in a worse condition now than ever before. The 
white people no longer tried to conceal their animus toward the 
Negro. They were persecuting him by oppressive legislative 
enactments, such as the Tenement Act, a law making it an indict- 
able offence for a man under contract to leave his employer with- 
out his consent. It was alleged that white juries were also preju- 
diced against the Negro, and that their verdicts were affected 
accordingly. 

It recommended that a committee of seven go on a prospecting 
tour and find lands suitable for the Negroes to settle upon, and 
then confer with the President of the United States as to the 
terms on which such lands can be obtained. It was urged that 
emigration be advocated in every county in the State. — The News 
and Courier, Charleston, S. C, April 30, 1889. 



St. Louis, June 29, 1889. — A dispatch from the City of Mexico 
says that two colored emigration commissioners from Texas 
arrived there to consult with Government officials in regard to 
procuring land for a large colony of colored cotton raisers from 
Texas. Ellis, one of the commissioners, a bright, well-educated 
colored man, stated that he had an appointment with Secretary 
Pacheco and would fully explain the project to him. 

He further stated that if satisfactory arrangements could be 
made with the Government for land, a colony of at least ten 
thousand persons would soon be in Mexico. Already seven hun- 
dred families in Washington, Wharton, Brazoria and Bastrop 
counties have signed an agreement to emigrate. These, Ellis says, 
are all hard-working, industrious people. Many of them own 
farms and some are large cotton planters. — Associated Press 
dispatch. 



Raleigh, N. C, August 9, 1889. — About three months ago the 
negroes of this State held a meeting in this city and appointed a 
committee to correspond with the colored people throughout the 
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State and make all the arrangements necessary for the emigration 
of all who desire to leave the State. This committee has been 
diligently at work, and has now on its books the names of heads 
of families who represent nearly one hundred thousand men, 
women and children who have signified their desire to leave the 
State during the approaching fall, after their crops have been 
gathered and their settlements made with the land-owners. It is 
not expected that this number of Negroes will migrate during the 
remainder of the year, but a very large number will leave. The 
discontent among the Negroes arises from several causes, and is 
very great and constantly increasing. 

They are dissatisfied with the present lien law, which operates 
so as to make the land- renter pay enormous prices for all the 
advances he gets from the commission merchant in order to make 
the crop; and the same law puts the renters entirely at the mercy 
of the landlords. The Negro is also dissatisfied because he is not 
allowed to do jury duty unless he owns land. He is also dissat- 
isfied with the road law. All able-bodied male persons between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five are required to work and keep 
up the public roads, and nearly all this work is done by the 
Negroes, who are required to pay poll taxes in addition to their 
work. The law passed by the Legislature last winter amending 
the election law so as to make it easy to prevent the registration 
of Negroes, and the failure of President Harrison and the officers 
appointed by him for this State to appoint colored men to the 
places they have heretofore filled, have greatly increased the dis- 
content among the Negroes, and to that extent have accelerated 
the migratory feeling. 

About 15,000 Negroes have left the State since last November. 
They can be heard on every hand saying that politics do not raise 
their wages, and that neither they nor any of their race fill the 
offices ; that the Negroes do the principal part of the voting, and 
the white Republicans hold all the good fat offices. Wages for 
able-bodied men do not average over $7 per month, accompanied 
by a house to live in, firewood, and one peck of meal, three pounds 
of bacon, and one quart of black molasses for each week as 
rations. There are agents for emigration societies scattered all 
over the State, who are doing all they can to induce the colored 
people to leave. Several hundred have gone to California, and 
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write back that they are doing well. The large proportion of 
those who have left the State within the last year have gone to 
the States farther south. 

Lack of labor in many counties because of the exodus has 
caused much inconvenience and loss to the farmers, and it seems 
probable that this trouble will be greatly increased by the events 
of the next eight months. No laborers, white or black, are com- 
ing into the State to take the places of the exodusters. — New 
York Times. 



In due season there will be a large exodus of colored people 
from the South. The signs of unrest unmistakably point to this 
fact. The people will go from there of their own accord. Where 
they shall go is a problem which will be made plain at the proper 
time. — The New York Age [Conducted by colored men], June 
8, 1889. 



In view of these and other indications, it is not to be 
doubted that, at any rate, the poorer classes among the 
Negroes will be glad to go at once, upon the terms sug- 
gested; and if these only shall emigrate it will scarcely 
be necessary to give a present thought to the rest. 

The few who are really comfortable and independent 
can very safely be allowed to remain until they shall be 
willing to follow their neighbors ; as they will gladly do 
when the success and welfare of the colonies shall become 
assured and made known. The more prosperous class of 
the black population are the more intelligent and educated 
class, of course, and there would be attractions enough 
for its younger members in the freedom and equality of 
the colonial establishment as compared with the pro- 
longed discomfort and embarrassment of their position 
here, at its best. A sufficient number of the race would 
doubtless be willing to go at the outset of the movement 
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to enable us to establish a considerable colony, or colo- 
nies; and if we shall protect and nourish, as we ought, 
those whom we first send away, there will be encourage- 
ment in their improved condition for others to follow. 
The knowledge that our neglect of those who have gone 
will deter the rest from going, will be a strong incentive 
to us, at every stage of the movement, to perform our 
whole duty to the colonists. Such an incentive, unhap- 
pily, will probably be needed; and it is reassuring to 
reflect that we shall find it in our self-interest. 

It should be said, once for all, in this view of the sub- 
ject, that any plan that contemplates the emigration of 
the Negroes at their own expense, or with the aid only 
that is required to transport them to their destination, is 
foredoomed to failure. The inevitable disappointment, 
trials and suffering experienced by so ignorant, impov- 
erished and helpless people, when suddenly thrown upon 
their own resources in a strange land, quickly become 
known in the communities they have left, and deter others 
from following in their footsteps. The more intelligent 
black and colored men have learned already to look upon 
all emigration schemes with distrust, and. to counsel their 
people against them. Every project for their removal 
which will not avoid manifest and familiar errors of 
management, by insuring the health and comfort of the 
colonists for a reasonable period, will fail, and ought to 
fail, and should be frowned down at its inception. 

With the assurance of proper care — in the widest sense 
of the term — for a time after arriving at their destination, 
there should be no difficulty in filling the ranks of the 
emigrants, and probably there would be none. We can 
rest on this probability, at any rate, until it shall be 
removed by contrary evidence and experience. Certainly, 



WILL HE GOT 159 

we should not reject any plan of relief for the reason, 
alone, that the Negroes may not avail themselves of it. 
Let the opportunity to go be offered to them ; let every 
necessary and reasonable inducement be added to the 
opportimity ; and, if they shall still refuse to leave us, we 
can then make up our minds as to the fact, and conditions, 
of their stay— or consider the advisability of withdrawing 
some of the strong counter inducements now held out to 
them to remain. 

It is necessary, perhaps, to dispose just here of one 
erroneous notion which is vaguely entertained by many 
intelligent persons who have not taken the trouble to 
inform themselves particularly on the subject to which it 
relates, and which would constitute in their minds, as in 
the minds of many of the colored people, no doubt, the 
readiest and most serious objection to the proposed 
scheme of emigration. 

This error consists in the belief or impression that the 
African territory in general is highly undesirable or even 
forbidding ground; that it is about equally divided 
between sandy deserts and dark jungles, steaming forests, 
and malarious marshes, which are alike impossible of 
cultivation, except in patches, and where human life can 
be sustained only under conditions that make existence 
well-nigh intolerable, and, therefore, that no small degree 
of hardship, not to say cruelty and suffering, would be 
involved in the experience of the colonists who should be 
betrayed into settling in such a land. 

The truth is, on the contrary, that the country in ques- 
tion compares favorably, in respect of physical features 
and natural resources and advantages, with the fairest 
and best parts of America. 
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The evidence in support of this view is set forth fully 
in the encyclopaedias and current literature of the day. 
Leaving the better known districts out of present consid- 
eration, and having regard only to the vast and newly 
explored region which is now receiving so large a share 
of the attention of capitalists and colonization societies in 
Europe, the appended accounts of the character, resources 
and development of the territory in the Middle Zone of 
Africa will be found to be both interesting and conclusive 
for our present purpose. 

The following general description of the Great Congo 
Basin and the adjacent country is condensed from the 
pages of the Annual Cyclopedia (1884) : 

The interior of Africa is an elevated plateau, ranging in alti- 
tude from 2,000 to 4,000 feet, with mountain masses rising to 
10,000 or 12,000 feet, and even 19,000 feet. ... In the most 
elevated region, among the great lakes, the three principal rivers 
take their rise. . . . The navigable water-courses of that part 
of Africa are innumerable. 

The Congo Valley is also intersected by long rivers, many of 
them navigable to their source, and is sprinkled with a multitude 
of lakes. The course of the main river is about 3,000 miles long. 
The soil of Central Africa is exceedingly fertile, and the climate 
pleasant and healthful. The interior is thickly populated by tribes 
that are generally peaceful and good agriculturists, with a taste 
for trading. The population of the Congo Basin is estimated at 
40,000,000 ; that of the lake region at about the same. The Congo 
issues into the Atlantic Ocean in one stream, seven miles broad, 
and of enormous depth. The estuary leads up no miles to Vivi, 
where the series of cataracts and rapids known as Livingstone 
Falls begin. It is navigable to vessels drawing 15 feet of water. 
Navigation is more or less interrupted for 140 miles beyond Vivi, 
and then has an unimpeded course of 1,060 miles. The Congo 
and its tributaries have 3,000 miles of unimpeded navigation, and 
beyond the portages 2,000 more. . . . 
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The chief commercial product of the Upper Congo at present 
is ivory. The banks of the Middle and Upper Congo are lined 
with groves of the oil-palm. The orchilla weed is found every- 
where. The wild coffee plant yields excellent berries. In some 
districts India-rubber can be obtained in unlimited quantities. 
Ground camwood and nutmeg are common products. Gum copal 
can also be supplied in large quantities. In the lake region there 
are rich iron and sulphur mines, and gold and silver deposits. 
Bananas, oranges and other fruits have been cultivated by settlers 
on the lower Congo. Some of the timber of the Congo region is 
valuable enough to repay the costliest transportation. There are 
also precious spices and gums. The Upper Congo region, par- 
ticularly the elevated country between the Congo and the Lakes, 
is described as a promising field for colonization. The climate 
there is salubrious and temperate. The rich river-valleys and 
old lake-bottoms yield wonderful crops of rice and grain. There 
are pastoral plains which are covered with the herds of flourishing 
native communities. The trade of the Lower Congo and of the 
adjoining coast districts for a distance of 388 miles amounts to 
about $14,000,000 annually. 



As to the climate of Africa, the thermometer ranges from 70° 
to 85°. I do not consider Africa as unhealthful as many parts of 
America. There does not appear to be as much cause for malaria 
in Africa as in our own Mississippi Valley. There are fevers in 
Africa, but no worse than in the Mississippi Valley, which, I 
think, at one time was quite as unhealthful as any part of our 
country. Our stations in Africa are located on high plateaus, and 
the country is swept by sea-breezes most every day. — Bp. Wm. 
Taylor, in The Epoch, New York, June i, 1888. 



The history of recent political and industrial enter- 
prises for the development of the Congo River region 
covers too much ground to permit of a thorough review 
being presented here. The following extracts from an 
interesting sketch, which was published in the New York 
Times on February 14, 1889, will serve sufficiently well, 
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however, to show what is the character of the present 
government of the country, what has been accomplished 
in part towards opening it to commerce and civilization, 
and how far it is in general from being an uninhabitable 
and unattractive wilderness : 

Gen. H. S. Sanford, formerly United States minister to Bel- 
gium, and the man most instrumental in securing the perpetual 
neutrality and freedom of trade of the independent State of 
Congo, in Africa, arrived in the Umhria last Monday. . . . 

To a Times reporter who called upon him at the Brevoort 
House to make some inquiries about the present condition of 
affairs in the new African State, Gen. Sanford recounted the 
proceedings which led to the organization of the existing Govern- 
ment of the Congo Free State and its perpetual guarantee by the 
nations of Europe. "The Independent State of Congo," he said, 
"contains 1,000,000 square miles of as fat and fertile soil as the 
sun shines upon. It is inhabited by 35,000,000 people of con- 
siderable natural ability and shrewdness. Their primitive forms 
of government were of the patriarchal character, and they had 
developed a crude but sufficient system of textile manufactures 
to supply their wants. In the manipulation of copper, too, they 
had made considerable progress, and they were not far behind 
other aboriginal races in the manufacture of pottery. 

"But they were an essentially savage people when the Inter- 
national African Association was organized, in 1876, for purposes 
of exploration and development of the country, and to carry to 
its people the benefits of civilization. Of this association, Leo- 
pold II, King of the Belgians, was president ; and to his personal 
sacrifices and great philanthropy is essentially due the opening up 
of the Dark Continent to the civilizing and elevating influences 
of commerce and religion. The earlier operations of the asso- 
ciation were attempted from the east coast of Africa, where 
Stanley fitted out his first expedition to the interior. . . . 

"By the end of 1884 there was a line of stations established 
from the Atlantic Ocean to Stanley Pool, occupied by 150 Euro- 
pean agents, and 500 treaties had been made with local chiefs, 
recognizing the sovereignty of the King of the Belgians. Mean-, 
while the jealousy of France and Portugal had been aroused, and 
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they began a systematic crowding of the philanthropic enterprise, 
on account of the political possibilities that were involved in it. 
It became supremely necessary that the association should have a 
flag and obtain the recognition of some Power that would assure 
it a standing and protection. 

"I was a member of the executive committee of the association 
at the time, and on one of my trips home I laid the matter before 
President Arthur, and in his annual message to Congress in 1883 
he pronounced energetically in favor of recognizing the flag of 
the association. The Senate subsequently passed resolutions in 
accordance with the President's suggestion, and by a declaration 
signed April 22, 1884, in pursuance of the Senate's resolution by 
Secretary Frelinghuysen and myself, the flag of the African 
International Association was recognized as that of a friendl> 
government. This step secured to us perpetual freedom of trade, 
with the right to acquire and hold property in that vast region, 
and the engagement on the part of the association to abolish 
slavery. 

"This was the salvation of the association — ^'the birth unto a 
new life,' as Stanley says in his book — *the point of departure of 
its existence as a State.' The example of the United States was 
one that every European nation subsequently followed. This act 
defeated the attempt of Great Britain to secure control of the 
Congo region through treaties with Portugal. The first to follow 
the example of the United States was Prince Von Bismarck, with 
the same declaration and recognition. But to secure to all time 
the advantages of perpetual neutrality, freedom of trade, and a 
free flag, European sanction to the arrangement wa» nece<iAary — 
individuals die, nations are immortal. 

"Hence the conference at Berlin of November, 1884, where not 
alone the new State, but the whole Congo basin and mr>re wft«i 
secured to perpetual free trade and neutralized. The jtnpoftftfit 
agreement was also made that arbitration, not war, %hti\i\A /leeM** 
all difficulties with other States. The act» of the coufi't^iuf httv** 
been ratified by every civilized nation except the IJrilfH *tf«f^^. 

"Belgium gave her consent to the sovereigfify of the tww ^itt^** 
in the person of her King, who has orgznhrA Hfu] \n /-wfryl^K mi 
a Government, and is developing the cofintfy Ut a ftum^ fHtmtU 
able way. He has already invested Pi/ffKt//titf f,1 hU frwti fy^f #o«i#l 
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fortune in the work, which he is carrying forward from purely 
philanthropic motives. No man, living or dead, has done more 
toward extinguishing the slave trade than Leopold II, and this, 
too, by peaceful methods; and if exaggerated philanthropy will 
not interfere, it is certain that the slave trade will be perfectly 
done away with within the limits of his jurisdiction. 

"It is now ten years since the Congo committee began its work. 
Already 13,000 miles of navigable waters have been traversed by 
its steamers. The Sanford Exploring Expedition was the first 
commercial enterprise started there, and its steamers the Florida, 
named after my native State, and the New York, were the first 
commercial boats launched on the waters of the Upper Congo. 
Its work has now developed into 5 steamers, soon to be 7, with 
10 stations and depots and a large and increasing trade. Others 
have followed ; the Dutch have 2 steamers, the French i ; the 
missionaries have 2, the State has 7; and today, where Stanley 
ten years ago failed to get a single carrier to go to the interior, 
and had to bring from Zanzibar the 50 porters to transport his 
stuff around the cataracts, there are 5,000 native porters a month 
busy carrying Manchester goods' around the cataracts to Stanley 
Pool. The Sanford Exploring Expedition, now developed into 
the Belgian Upper Congo Company, will alone employ 15,000 
porters this year, one single order made the other day requiring 
4,000 porters to carry it. 

"Several new enterprises have been started on the lower river. 
A large iron hotel is now being forwarded, to be erected at Boma 
(the capital, 75 miles from the mouth of the river), and a tram- 
way under the auspices of a large storage and trading company. 
Direct steamers are to go from Antwerp to Matadi, at the foot 
of the cataracts, 150 miles from the mouth of the river, in 21 
days, and under the new Portuguese postal contract, the mails 
will reach Lisbon in 15 and London in 18 days. A railroad has 
been surveyed and laid out from Matadi to Stanley Pool, 400 
kilometers in length, owing to the sinuosities necessary to get 
around difficult ground, but it is of easy construction. Most of 
the capital has been subscribed in Belgium, and work will be 
begun before the year is over, and within two years thereafter it 
will be opened to Stanley Pool. A cable will soon connect 
Europe with Boma, and telegraph lines will be established to the 
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pool. The State has entered the Postal Union, and a five-cent 
stamp will cany a letter to Stanley Falls, and 20 cents will carry 
a parcel. 

"In the opinion of some of the eminent scientists of the world, 
the Congo basin will become the g^nary of the world. Vegeta- 
tion of all kinoa' thrives most luxuriantly, as many as three crops 
a year of some kinds of vegetables coming to maturity. Coffee 
grows wild; the dense forests are rich in dyewoods, and fine 
qualities and species of furniture woods, and there are extensive 
copper and tin mines already discovered, although the beginnings 
of exploration and survey have not been made. The present 
demands of the inhabitants are cheap cottons, tinwares and trin- 
kets, but their demands are beginning to take on the variety and 
character of civilization, and before long they will be purchasers 
of all kinds of manufactures. . . . 

"In the Free Zone there are 50,000,000 of inhabitants and 
1,500,000 square miles of land, equal in fertility and richness to 
the best lands of the Mississippi Valley and of far greater extent. 
The Independent State of Congo includes the best two-thirds of 
this vast territory and 25,000,000 of the people. It is developing 
in a most wonderful and remarkable fashion, and the world will 
wake up some day to the realization that the Dark Continent is 
reflecting the light of civilization and commercial and intellectual 
progress." 

Later reports of the development of the Congo region 
:show that General Sanford's confidence in the future of 
the country he describes is shared by capitalists and other 
thoughtful, conservative, and enterprising men of almost 
every nation in Christendom, and that some of his antici- 
pations of its early development are already being realized. 
The railroad which he mentioned will be built, at an 
estimated cost of $5,000,000; is expected to be completed 
and in operation within four years; and will be graded 
and railed by native laborers, who are said to "seek work 
eagerly" and to have been employed satisfactorily in large 
numbers as soldiers, steamboat hands, station workmen, 
etc. 
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Other published reports, which show with what favor 
white men regard the newly opened territory, and the 
important work that is being accomplished in it, are 
numerous. Those which follow are taken from Ameri- 
can newspapers of recent date : 

The partition of the interior of the continent has made very 
rapid progress on paper within the past eighteen months. A map 
showing the claims of the various powers reveals the fact that 
about five-sixths of the continent south of the equator is now 
owned by England, Germany, France, Portugal, and the Congo 
State. The largest unappropriated area is the extensive native 
kingdom of Lunda, south of the Congo State. In this region the 
Portuguese have recently planted several stations. 

A very large aggregate of capital and energy is now devoted 
to ascertaining the capabilities of these newly acquired posses- 
sions. France is encouraged to persevere in the large region of 
the French Congo by the progress De Brazza is making in civiliz- 
ing the large riverine tribes, by the exports of Gaboon, which in 
the past few years have increased several fold, and by the open- 
ing of a new trade route along the Kwilu-Niadi River, which is 
attracting a good deal of the ivory and palm oil trade that for- 
merly went down the Congo. The building of the railroad from 
Loanda to Ambaca is well on the way, and a survey is in progress 
for the extension of the road to Malange, which will make an iron 
highway about 400 miles long toward Central Africa. Nothing 
but favorable reports have been published from the engineers who 
are surveying the route for the 235 miles of railroad around the 
Congo Rapids, and who had half completed their work when they 
suspended operations during the rainy season. The Germans are 
opening a score of large plantations among the Usurgara high- 
lands; are building many stone houses and training the natives 
to work. The English are sending two colonies of farmers to 
Bechuanaland, are talking of extending the Kimberley railroad 
far north toward the Zambesi, while the new gold fields bid fair 
to give a great impetus to the development of the southern part 
of the continent. 

It has taken men of splendid faith and enthusiasm to set these 
apparently Quixotic enterprises on foot. Much that they hope 
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to achieve may not be accomplished for many years, if ever, but 
they have already done enough to silence some of the critics who 
thought their projects were purely Utopian, and never tired of 
declaring that nothing good could ever come out of Africa. — 
New York Sun, April 28, 1888. 

The rapidity with which commercial enterprises are moving far 
up the Congo is not a little surprising. Dutch, French, and Bel- 
gian companies have established about twenty trading stations on 
the upper river, between Stanley Pool and Stanley Falls. These 
companies evidently do not share the opinion Stanley expressed 
four years ago, that the upper river would not be worth a penny 
for trading purposes unless the railroad was built around the 
cataracts. A flourishing Dutch station is now at Stanley Falls, 
1,300 miles up the river, where, two years ago, the Arabs burned 
the Congo State buildings, and drove the whites down the river. 
These traders own five steamers that are plying on the Upper 
Congo. The caravan route along the cataract is being improved 
by placing large ferries at the principal rivers, and bridging the 
small streams. The fact is that the most sanguine friends of the 
Congo enterprise did not dream that the early stages of its devel- 
opment would so rapidly advance. 



The French are endeavoring to raise the funds for a Congo 
railway, which will pass entirely through French territory, in 
opposition to a scheme for a railway from Vivi to Stanley Pool 
to the River Kwilu, 100 kilometers. Steps, it is said, will be 
taken to render the Kwilu navigable, and so establish direct com- 
munication between the Congo and the Atlantic. 



Nor is the Congo region the only field of adventure. 
It is difficult to believe that the story which follows relates 
to any part of the Dark Continent : 

South Africa promises to be the next great center of the gold- 
mining industry, and may rival in productiveness California and 
Australia. The rush of people to the Transvaal gold fields has 
been very great, and Johannesburg, laid out two years ago, has 
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now forty thousand inhabitants, with fine buildings, waterworks, 
gas and electric lights. Such rapid growth is said not to have 
been equaled by the most phenomenal of our Western cities. The 
discovery of gold in large quantities in this part of Africa may 
lead to a development of the resources of the country as rapid 
as was seen in California after 1849, and perhaps as permanent, 
so that in a few years England may have another added to her 
long list of wealthy dependencies and valuable markets. English 
capital is developing the mines and building railways. 

Regarding the condition of affairs in Liberia, conflict- 
ing accounts are given. The following paragraph from a 
report made to our State Department a few years ago by 
Mr. John H. Smyth, United States Consul-General at 
Monrovia, shows, however, the possibilities of that coun- 
try for intelligent and industrious settlers : 

Too much stress cannot be laid upon the fact that the new 
immigrants arriving here from the United States are pushing 
their agricultural settlements toward the interior, and gaining the 
salubrious and fertile highlands. These are some of the same 
people who are now wandering from one portion of the United 
States to another, finding nowhere any permanent relief for their 
peculiar grievances. On their arrival here each family receives 
from the Government twenty-five acres of the finest lands, and 
each individual ten acres. . . . They at once become proprietors 
and directors of aboriginal labor, and are not only able to take 
care of themselves, but to attain, in many cases, competence, and 
to add to the productive capacity of the country. There are cases 
of individuals who a few years ago were in poverty and distress 
in the United States, but who, by crossing the ocean, have built 
up their fortunes to the extent of having coffee-farms in places 
where they found primeval forests, yielding several thousand 
pounds of coffee a year, and with an easy and constant increase 
of their production. 

This is enough, assuredly, to show that no hardship is 
involved in the plan of sending any considerable number 
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of black people to middle Africa. The way is open to 
them ; a goodly land awaits their occupation ; their future 
would depend on their own endeavors, employed under 
the most favorable conditions presented to them anywhere 
on earth. Their right place is the place whence they 
came — ^the Valley of the Congo — where there is room 
and material resource for all the development of which 
they are capable, and where every agency of civilization 
will accompany them, or precede them, and strengthen 
their hands in the work of uplifting themselves as a race 
and redeeming their own country and kindred from the 
chains of the fanatical and merciless Arab. If they are 
indeed men of like passions and powers with ourselves, 
they should require no other invitation or incentive to go 
than is contained in the "Macedonian cry" that rises for- 
ever from the heart of the Dark Continent. 

The time is especially favor^able for the removal of 
the younger generation of black and colored people from 
America ; and the scheme of emigration which is proposed 
has regard to the younger generation only. The class 
which has been designated as the proper class for coloni- 
zation — namely, those between the ages of twenty and 
thirty years — have grown up since the end of the slavery 
period. They have not become attached to the soil or the 
institutions of America, by possession of the one, or 
enjoyment of the other, in any great degree. They have 
never been slaves, and are not yet citizens in any certain 
or satisfactory sense of the term. They have had no 
association with the white race which they should desire 
to sustain or prolong. The former conditions of their 
race have disappeared. Their own position and condi- 
tions are unsettled and in the highest degree uncertain. 
They are in a transition-stage generally, and their removal 
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should be attended, therefore, with less of violence to 
their own interests or sentiments than has ever marked 
the emigration of any body of people from any land in 
any age, or than would attend their own removal at any 
future time. 

It should be noted, moreover, that most of the younger 
generation of the black population in the United States 
are well fitted already for the colonial estate. The great 
majority of them are practical agriculturists. Many are 
skilled in various mechanical and industrial occupations. 
Thousands of their number have received the full benefit 
of a common school or collegiate education. Very nearly 
all have been trained from early youth in habits of labor 
and self-denial which, to say the least, should make their 
transfer to a field of independent effort not an abrupt or 
painful process. 

Dr. Atticus G. Haygood, agent of the Slater Fund, in 
Harper's Magazine, July, 1889, notes some interesting 
and promising indications of the future independence of 
the race: 

There has been some prejudice excited by the over-naming of 
the institutions established for the colored people. Many are 
called "university," but not one does university work; nor is 
there now occasion for such work ; many more are called colleges, 
but the least part of the work they do is college work. I had 
occasion to look carefully into the matter. In 1883-4, ii^ the 
schools receiving aid from the "John F. Slater Fund," there were 
employed 303 teachers, and enrolled 7,273 students. They were 
in colleges, universities, institutes. An actual count, as the cata- 
logue classed the students, resulted in the following conclusion: 
"The percentage of the whole number engaged in classical studies, 
the higher mathematics, and other college studies, and studies 
preparatory to admission to the college classes, was less than 5 
per cent, of the whole number." The ninety-five in each hundred 
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were learning just what they should have been learning; they 
were fitting themselves to be intelligent men and women, and to 
teach in the public schools for their people. The president of one 
of these institutions tells me that "more than 1,000 of his former 
students have taught in the public schools." 

In connection with some of the best of these institutions are 
professional schools. The Negro preacher has abundant oppor- 
tunity to use his gifts. The Negro lawyer has not much encour- 
agement. The Negro doctor is rapidly winning his way. There 
are three really admirable medical schools for colored men in the 
South: Medical department, Howard University, Washington 
City; Meharry Medical College, Nashville, Tenn., and Leonard 
Medical School, Raleigh, N. C. 

There are in the South, in 1889, 16,000 common schools con- 
ducted by colored teachers; in these schools about one million 
colored children receive elementary instruction from three to four 
months per annum at public expense. 

Not less than two millions of the colored people can at least 
read. 

The African churches in the South are fired with commendable 
zeal to do what they can in the education of their people. In 
some enterprises they have done notably well, justifying the firm 
persuasion that some day they will be capable of conducting their 
own institutions. 

The introduction of industrial training into all the leading insti- 
tutions for the colored people has been an unmixed blessing. It 
has helped scholarship, discipline, and the building up of self- 
reliant, self-maintaining manhood and womanhood. 

The proposed movement, it should be made very clear, 
is not designed to be a forcible one in any event, and the 
Negro can safely be allowed to decide the question of his 
fitness and disposition to provide for himself, in view of 
the aid that will be extended to him; and himself will 
probably reach the conclusion that he will have much to 
gain and little to lose in working for himself in his own 
land, rather than for the most liberal employer whom he 
shall leave behind. 
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Nor need our efforts in his behalf cease with the begin- 
ning of the emigration movement, or at any later period. 
The school and college should continue their work, both 
here and in the colonies. There would be full play in 
every field for the freest exercise of beneficence towards 
him both before and after his removal; and the fear of 
helping him overmuch, of placing him too high for our 
convenience, would no longer operate to chill our interest 
in him, when our speedy and final separation from him 
shall have become assured. There will be, we may hope, 
an early and growing demand in the colonies for every 
qualification for a useful citizenship. Any surplus concern 
for the welfare of the race, which we now entertain, or 
may hereafter entertain, can well be employed in equip- 
ping for the duties of life the black child who is destined 
to leave us on reaching manhood or womanhood. And 
there would be opportunity even in the colonies, no doubt, 
for the continued exercise of the most unselfish devotion 
on the part of every politician and philanthropist in 
America who really loves the Negro, for his own sake; 
or has most faith in his capacity ; and who should desire, 
therefore, to join him in exemplifying — in his own coun- 
try — ^the broad principle of the brotherhood of man. 



The proposition in regard to the Negro emigrants is, 
distinctly and without thought of modification, to send 
them back to Africa. What of their "colored" cousins ? 
Are the two people to be regarded and treated as distinct 
races? It will come to that in the end, no doubt. We 
have the experience of the mulattoes in the West Indies 
to instruct us, and warn us. The lesson taught there, and 
which is being taught here, cannot be ignored. Though 
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the white people of America show the colored people lit- 
tle more or less favor than they show the Negroes, they 
cannot make Negroes of them. The intermediate race 
must be recognized and treated as such, so far as our part 
in the work of racial separation is concerned. The least 
we can do is to give its members liberty to choose for 
themselves whether or not they will go with their black 
kindred or apart to themselves. Otherwise, it is exceed- 
ingly probable that they will remain where they are. In 
view of the differences, distinctions, and jealousies that 
are already manifest in the relations of the black and 
colored people of the South, and which are becoming 
more marked every year, it is out of the question to sup- 
pose that the lighter-colored people will ever consent to 
emigrate to a Negro colony. And certainly we should 
recognize the prejudice which they have inherited with 
their portion of our blood. We shall be compelled to 
recognize it, in any event. The alternative will be pre- 
sented to us of providing these people with a separate 
home of their own, or of sharing our home with them 
indefinitely. They have a peculiar and strong claim on 
our regard, unquestionably, and it is by no means clear 
that we should not foster, for all time, in our own coun- 
try, the race of our own devising. 

If they are willing to go, however, let them go to a 
place to be set apart to them, if they shall so elect. The 
expense of their removal has been included in the esti- 
mates already made. It remains to determine only 
whither they shall be sent. 

And to this question, too, it appears that we have an 
answer at hand. The place for the colored people of 
America is obviously on some one of the West Indian 
islands which the Negro now holds in possession, and in 
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Utter waste, and which we could doubtless readily acquire 
by purchase or otherwise. The blacks there who would 
require to be removed are Africans still, and Africans 
only; of the original type. There would be no loss or 
injury to them, in restoring them to Africa. The colored 
people of the United States would rejoice doubtless to be 
established in possession and undisputed control of so 
fair an inheritance as one, or more, of these islands would 
become in their hands, and there is small reason to fear 
that they would not give an early and lasting good account 
of themselves. 

Whether or not, indeed, we shall cling to fellowship 
with the Negro, a way should be opened to the colored 
man to escape from the position in which we have placed 
him, and for the depressing and degrading conditions of 
which we alone are responsible. He is between the upper 
and the nether mill-stones here ; and might very well and 
wisely demand his removal, as an imperative right and 
duty which we owe to him. He is perfectly well pre- 
pared to take care of himself in a separate estate. 

Much has been said in recent years about the accumu- 
lation of property by the Negro, and his progress in this 
country; and most important conclusions and determina- 
tions have been based upon the assertions made with 
regard to these matters. It would be found, probably, 
that when the "colored" man and the black man who is 
not a true Negro, are credited with their full share in 
the general account, there will be a painfully small bal- 
ance to the share of the Negro of pure blood. 

In any event, the colored people present excellent 
material for the redemption of one or more of the Antilles 
to civilization; and it is hazarding little to say that they 
would be far happier in a country of their own than in 
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ours, and that any one of the powers that now control the 
West Indian group would heartily welcome them as 
colonists, on any terms. The notoriously bad condition 
of some of the islands in question, and the well-known 
and growing desire of the governments to which they 
belong to effect a change in their population, or dispose 
of them altogether, render the present a most favorable 
time for the removal of the "colored people,'' strictly 
speaking, from the Southern* States ; and it scarcely 
admits of question that with them would depart every 
cause for doubt or uncertainty as to the proper and neces- 
sary disposition to be made of the Negroes. 

The present time is most opportune, again, having 
regard to the general condition of the cotmtry, for the 
adoption of some humane and well-ordered plan for the 
removal of the weaker race, and for beginning the move- 
ment in earnest. 

The first quarter of a century of our post-bellum history 
is drawing to a close. Its record is one of confessed and 
utter failure to adjust the Negro in a position satisfactory 
to him or to ourselves. The dawn of the second quarter 
finds the Negro problem only larger and more complicated 
than ever before. The new administration of the National 
Cjovernment comes into power having a new Southern 
policy of its own, intent on new political experiments, 
having new difficulties to contend with; and there is 
absolutely no assurance whatsoever in any part of the 
prospect, near or remote, save of new troubles for both 
■ races and both sections for another term of years, and of 
repeated failure and disappointment, and added cause of 
dissension and difference, as the result of every new ven- 
ture. 
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Nor is this all. There are numerous signs of a disposi- 
tion on the part of the Negro to change his residence from 
the Southern to the Western States,* and of a correspond- 
ing and growing disposition on the part of an influential 
element of the white people of the South to encourage 
and aid his migration, which should not be overlooked. 
The Negro is not a landholder. He is tied to no place, 
as yet. By simply refusing to give him employment, the 
people of any Southern State can compel his departure at 
any time, and thus relieve themselves forever of especial 
concern on his account. This plan has not been tried 
heretofore, because others have been found to afford tem- 
porary relief. It may be adopted at any hour and on any 
scale, however; and in such event the country at large 
would have to confront at once the certainty of being 
called on to deal with the Negro question, in whole or in 
large part, as it shall be presented under scarcely changed 
conditions in a new, enlarged and unfamiliar field. The 
wise course is to anticipate and prevent an exodus across 
the Mississippi, if we can. If the Negroes are to leave 
the South, or any single Southern State, whether under 
compulsion or voluntarily, it were better for them to go 
Eastward, across the sea, rather than Westward into the 
heart of the Continent. Now is a favorable time to deter- 
mine the direction of their movement, once for all. 



*See pp. 153-156. 



XII. 
Our Duty. 

Is not our duty set plainly before us? ? 

Can any intelligent man, North or South, doubt for a 
moment that it was a mistake to bring the Negro here 
in the first instance — b, woeful mistake for us, a cruel 
mistake for him, so far as our part in determining the 
results of his coming is concerned? His stay with us 
has been marked by suffering for him, and shame and 
suffering and crime for us. We try to quiet conscience 
with the reflection that we have lifted him out of the 
condition of slavery in which he was delivered to us, and 
have civilized him, and educated him. Have we, indeed, 
made so much progress on this line? After so many 
generations, the large majority of his people are not very 
far from where we found them. We will not associate 
with him, at any rate, nor allow him the rights and privi- 
leges which are allowed to all other civilized and educated 
men. We condemn ourselves as often as this plea is 
made and honestly tested. We did not buy him and bring 
him here, moreover, on the impulse of high motives, or to 
do him good. We can claim no credit, before Heaven, for 
the good done to him incidentally, or done for our own 
self-protection or advantage, when he was a slave. We 
brought him here for purely selfish reasons, under horri- 
ble conditions on the way, and bred him, and worked him, 
and bought and sold him — as we imported and sold and 
bred cattle in our fields and forests — for our own profit. 
His back and breast are scarred with the stripes we 
inflicted on him. Our hands are red with his blood, and 
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with our own blood shed in fratricidal war on his 
account. 

It is a dreadful story, from beginning to end, at its 
best. We cannot bear to have it told in its naked truth, 
and we have no love for him who tells it, even though he 
be one of ourselves. It must be told and retold, however, 
if only to warn us against making new chapters of 
scarcely more pleasing incidents. We have sinned against 
him, and against ourselves, and against God. We may 
measure our offense by its punishment, and its pimish- 
ment has been great and grievous. 

We cannot certainly declare God's judgments, it is 
true, and need not insist that the great war was His judg- 
ment upon us. It is enough that we erred, North and 
South, in our dealings with a most innocent, helpless, 
unoffending and patient people; that, somehow, our 
national sin, or error, found us out. If the imposition 
of the slave's yoke upon a fellow-creature is not a sin per 
se, then has it been made sure that we violated some other 
than the great law of liberty and equality in our dealings 
with the African. Was it in attempting to join together 
those whom God had put so far asunder, in trying to 
unite two utterly unlike peoples whom He had separated, 
as far as the limits of the earth would permit — by the 
wide ocean itself? The familiar and Pharisaical plea of 
"the brotherhood of man" will not excuse our folly. The 
same inspired authority who tells us that "God made the 
world . . . and hath made of one blood all nations of 
men, for to dwell on the face of the earth," reminds us in 
the same breath that He Himself ''hath determined the 
bounds of their habitation!'' 

The brotherhood of men who are bom of the same 
womb, moreover, insures no peace to their families, dwell- 
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ing under the same roof-tree. We say, and say truly, that 
there is no room for two distinct nations of white men in 
America; we can not expect that two unlike races, each 
constituting a nation in niunbers, can dwell harmoniously 
together on the self-same soil. It is certain that we broke 
some law in compelling their cohabitation ; we have com- 
mitted political and national adultery at least; and if 
slavery was wrong in itself, then were we doubly guilty 
of offense. For we have got rid of slavery, yet our pun- 
ishment is a continuing one. It seems that the conclu- 
sion cannot be avoided. If slavery was a large part of 
our offending, it was only a part. We have not yet made 
full at(Miement for our error, to call it no worse. If we 
are wise, we will not rest until we undo our wrong-doing 
wholly, from the beginning. 

There is strong support for the general view of our 
danger and the duty that is here presented, in the con- 
clusions reached and announced by the two distinguished 
writers whose books we have quoted so freely already; 
and their reflections are none the less pertinent and 
instructive for not having been directed to the purpose to 
which they are here applied. "If for the sake of theory," 
says Mr. Froude, in discusssing the Negro problem as it 
is presented in the West Indies, "we force them to govern 
themselves, we shall be sinning against light — ^the clearest 
light that was ever given in such affairs. The most hard- 
ened believer in the regenerating effects of political lib- 
erty cannot be completely blind to the ruin which the 
inflicti(Mi of it would necessarily bring upon the race for 
whose interest they pretend particularly to care." We 
shall sin against no less clear light if we persist in forcing 
the same race to take part in the government of the white 
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race in any part of this country.* "Let us hope," says 
the same writer, "that enthusiasm for constitutions will 
for once moderate its ardor. The black race have suffered 
enough at our hands. They have been sacrificed to 
slavery ; are they to be sacrificed again to a dream or a 
doctrine ?" 

We may leave the application of these warning words 
to the author of '*A Fool's Errand/' In his later book, 
"An Appeal to CcBsar" Judge Tourgee says : 

It is a favorite notion of the American people that everything 
which promises evil to the nation will cure itself, if only it be 
let alone. In a sense we are, perhaps, the most unreasonable 
optimists the world has ever seen. . . . We are inclined to for- 
get that the laws which govern humanity apply in any degree to 
us, or to our future. . . . Because we are Americans we think 
we are exempt from the perils and dangers which beset other 
nations. We regard it as something abnormal if the laws which 
control other associated communities become factors in our own 
development. For a hundred years all the world except us knew 
that sooner or kter the conflict between freedom and slavery 
must come. 

. . . The penalty which is demanded for the disregard of the 
laws of God is always a heavy one. It cost a million lives and 
untold millions of treasure to repress the rebellion which was 
founded upon slavery. If the words of warning which for fifty 
years had been uttered with passionate importunity to the people 
of the whole country by the few who saw and felt and knew — 
if these words had been heeded — either the struggle would have 
been short and sharp or never have occurred at all. 

The nation suffered in the War of the Rebellion because it 
would not listen to the words of warning, and would not obey 



* "Unless history is a false teacher, it is not possible for two distinct 
races, not homogeneous — that is, which cannot assimilate by intermarriage 
and the mingling of btood — to exist upon terms of political equality under 
the same government. One or the other must go to the wall" — Senator 
J. J. Ingalls, in the Atlanta, Ga., Constitution, December 3, 1888. 
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the laws which must govern every associated community. Peo- 
ples have been swept off the face of the earth for a disregard of 
natural laws of far less importance than those with which we 
trifled. Year after year the danger grew; year after year our 
trade and commerce clamored angrily against those who told the 
truth which we were forced to learn when it was written in 
blood. It was only procrastination, indecision, that made the 
problem of African slavery in the United States one of over- 
whelming danger. It is the same inclination to trifle with the 
danger which lies before us that makes the problem of the Afri- 
can in the United States a terrible one today. 

No natural laws are plainer or have vindicated their 
wisdom and binding force oftener than the law which 
from the beginning has commanded and compelled the 
separation of the races. We have suffered the penalty of 
disregarding it, and are now groaning under the conse- 
quences of our transgression. We have learned the les- 
son of bitter experience in one field and have profited by 
it and applied it. We shall be without excuse if we trifle 
with the danger that is still before us, by neglecting the 
duty which alone can avert it. 

What is that duty ? 

Every fact of history which we have considered, every 
argument that we have weighed, and every conclusion to 
which we have been led, are brought together in one com- 
prehensive, unqualified, and imperative statement of our 
first obligation to ourselves as a nation by one of our 
statesmen, to whom we have given authority to speak to 
us, and for us, on every public question. 

In his letter accepting the nomination for the highest 
place in the gift of the American people. General Harri- 
son wrote : "We are clearly under a duty to defend our 
civilization by excluding alien races whose ultimate assim- 
ilation with our people is neither possible nor desirable." 
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"The home," we are told in the next sentence of the same 
letter, "has been the most potent assimilating force in our 
civilization." Is not the African race an alien race, whose 
ultimate assimilation with any white race is neither possi- 
ble nor desirable ? Is not the home an idle factor in what- 
ever assimilative force, if any, is at work in the adjust- 
ment of the relations of the two races in America? To 
ask these questions is to answer them.* It is too late, 
indeed, to "exclude" the Negro from our soil. Some- 
thing has been gained, however, if we accept the broad 
principle that it would be our duty, clearly, to deny him 
a place among us, if he had not already secured a foot- 
hold on our territory. Let us not mistake the plain duty 
that is before us. Our country is one, and any error that 
we shall commit will be felt in every part ag^in, in the 
end, we may be assured. Our duty to expel alien races is 
as clear as the duty to exclude them. 

There is no place in this volume, it is seen, for the dis- 
cussion of such temporary expedients as an educational 
qualification, or other means for the partial or total dis- 
franchisement of the colored people, whether attended 
with loss of suffrage, or of representation to the whites, 
or not. If the races are as far apart as we have tried to 



*We should not lay too much stress on single and isolated expressions 
of opinion, of whatever authority. It is interesting, however, to compare 
these sentiments of our latest Republican president with those of Mr. Lin- 
coln himself. In his famous joint debate with Stephen A. Douglas, on 
September i8, 1858, seven years before his death, Mr. Lincoln said: "I am 
not, nor ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way the social 
and political equality of the white and black races. I am not, nor ever 
have been, in favor of making voters or jurors of negroes, nor of qualify- 
ing them to hold office, nor to intermarry with white people; and I will 
say in addition to this that there is a physical difference between the white 
and black races which I believe will forever forbid the two races living 
together on terms of social and political equality/' 
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show that they are, and if they shall remain separate and 
antagonistic as, in that event, we must believe they will, 
the problem as to their relations will likewise remain prac- 
tically unchanged. Our condition cannot be greatly 
improved by any kind or degree of homoeopathic treat- 
ment. It is a case for the knife of the surgeon, not for 
philanthropical pills or political plasters. 

We should have learned by this time, moreover, that 
we cannot treat the Negro with injustice, however dis- 
guised, without sharing the consequences with him. If 
he is fitted by nature to enjoy our advantages and use 
them — ^to rise in time to our estate and level — ^he should 
receive all the aid and encouragement we can give him, 
should we keep him with us. It would be a foul wrong 
to him to beat him back in his upward struggle, and con- 
sign him to a lower plane and establish him on it. He, 
as well as we, must be considered in our dealings with 
him; in every endeavor to solve the problem of what to 
do with him. Half a right is usually half a wrong. To 
give him half his rights as a man is to deny him the other 
half — his title to which is conceded in the bestowal of a 
part. There is no half-way ground to be occupied in 
dealing with him. If he is not our "equal" in eitery 
respect, or if we must believe that he can never become 
such, then his place is not with us, and he should be sent 
to his own place, whence we brought him, to develop 
in his own way, after his own fashion, without the dis- 
turbing and positively depressing influences and condi- 
tions which must ever surround him here. His continued 
presence in America aifords no promise of good either to 
him or to us that any man can see ; while the evil is appar- 
ent and present. He is in our way, and we block nearly 
every avenue of progress to him. There would be no 
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cruelty in removing 'him from the midst of the civiliza- 
tion which now surrounds him, and which chills him to 
the soul ; the cruelty was in setting him in so unfriendly 
a place. If he cannot develop apart from us, he is a 
mere dependent on our instruction and scant favor, and 
is not our equal. We cannot wet-nurse him forever. It 
is easier to wean him now than it will be at any later 
period. It may seem cold-blooded patriotism which dic- 
tates his removal, but it is practical patriotism. We can 
never be a homogeneous people while so widely diverse 
conditions obtain between the two sections of the country 
as must result from the presence of so large a class of 
peculiar and permanent '^laborers" even in one section 
only. So long as the Negro is in the South there will be a 
"South," solid and shadowed, and a "North" over against 
it ; and so long there can be tio true and intimate and cor- 
dial union of the two peoples so differentiated. In the 
name of our common country and of humanity itself, for 
the sake of the generations to come, whom we would have 
forget our follies and our hatreds, and whom we can 
spare, if we are wise, the conflicts which have marked our 
times and the times of our fathers, let us put the one and 
only harrier to a "more perfect union" — a perfect Union, 
indeed— out of their way, remembering how much cause 
we have to regret that our fathers did not remove it from 
our way. Let us not bequeath to our children the legacy 
of strife which we inherited in the person and presence 
of this unfortunate and misplaced stranger. A common 
interest and a common patriotism alike demand that the 
white people of the North and of the South — the Ameri- 
can people — should forget every past difference and cause 
of difference, and unite their energies to redeem their 
common country from the curse that now rests on so 



OUR DUTY. 185 

many of the States, and threatens all — ^the curse of the 
perpetual confusion and conflict resulting from the unnat- 
ural mixture of two diverse races, "whose assimilation is 
neither possible nor desirable,'* and is not even contem- 
plated. 

For the Negro's sake, and our own ; for his children's 
sake, and the sake of our children who shall inherit this 
great land after us, let us have done with all experimen- 
tation ! 

There is one sure, safe and peaceable solution of the 
miserable and momentous problem before us ; and but one 
that any man can see. It can be solved, and will be 
solved, by the elimination of its prime factor; and the 
strong probability is that no approach to a solution can 
be made in any other way. Why seek another ? 

The forcible removal of the whole black and colored 
population of the United States could be accomplished, 
and should be accomplished, if that were necessary. Their 
gradual and induced emigration will be equally efficient 
and far preferable, and should be encouraged and effected 
wherever and so far as it shall be favored, by either the 
white people or the blacks themselves. The whole influ- 
ence and resources of the nation, operating through the 
agency of the General Government, can be and ought to 
be employed for the permanent restoration to the Union — 
for that is what it amounts to — of so much of the soil of 
the Union as shall bid for redemption through its return 
to the exclusive control of the white race. 

And if this policy shall not be adopted by the people of 
the whole country, the part of wisdom for the people of 
single States is to adopt it and apply it within their own 
borders. 

THE END. 
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